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P    R    E    F   A    C    E 

TO      THE      FIRST      EDITION. 

1  HE  Yearly  Meeting  having  been  apprehenfive  that,  in  fome 
Quarterly  and  Monthly  Meetings,  due  care  hath  not  been  taken 
to  preferve,  and  enter  regularly  In  the  books  kept  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  thofe  minutes  and  advices  which  from  its  firfl  inftitution 
have  occafionally  been  communicated  to  them,  for  eftablifhing 
and  conduding  the  difcipllne  of  the  church,  hath  feen  meet  to 
direct  that  thofe  minutes  and  advices  fliould  be  carefully  ex- 
traded  and  properly  arranged  under  fuitable  heads,  and  be 
comprifed  in  one  volume,  for  the  general  fervice  of  the  fociety. 
This  important  work  having  been  committed  to  the  care  of  the 

.:    '    .  /■;>  I'.'i    '■::l 
Meeting  for  Sufferings,  it  was  with  much  labour  and  great  at- 
tention performed,  and  was  laid  before  the  yearly  meeting  in 

1781  ;  when  a  confiderable  number  of  judicious  friends  then 
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prefent  were  appointed  to  come  up  to  London  in  the  Tenth 
Month  enfuing,  to  join  the  meeting  for  fufferings  in  examining 
the  fame:  moft  of  whom,  in  conjuntSticn  with  that  meetings, 
met  accordingly,  and  having  given  their  attendance  with  unre- 
mitting affiduity,  in  much  concord  and  to  mutual  fatisfa6:ion, 
were  favoured  after  many  fittings  to  go  through  the  work,  com- 
paring every  part  with  the  original  records ;  and  the  whole,  as 
contained  in  the  following  pages,  was  agreed  to  by  the  yearly 
meeting  in  1782,  and  directed  to  be  printed:  in  order  that, 

Firft.  Every  quarterly  and  monthly  meeting  may  be  furnifhed 
with  a  complete  and  corred  colledion  of  the  feveral  minutes 
and  advices  ilTued  by  the  yearly  meeting  for  regulating  the  affairs 
of  the  fociety : 

Secondly.  That  thefe  minutes  and  advices,  being  more  gene- 
rally made  known,  may  be  more  uniformly  obferved  and  put  in 
practice ;  that  order,  unity,  peace,  and  harmony  may  be  pre- 
ferved  throughout  the  churches : 

Thirdly.  That,  in  an  efpecial  manner,  the  youth  of  the  prefent 
and  fucceeding  generations  may  be  early  and  fully  inftruded 
in  our  religious  principles,  and  in  the  nature  and  defign  of  our 
Chriftian  difcipline ;  and,  through  divine  affiftance,  be  enabled 
to  adorn  our  holy  profefTion  by  a  confiftent  conduft  and  circum- 
fped  converfation,  in  all  godlinefs  and  bonefty ;  thereby  avoiding 
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the  reproach  which  many,  through  a  defection  in  principle,  or  a 
degeneracy  in  pradice,  have  brought  upon  themfelves  and  the 
body  of  which  they  profefs  to  be  members  : 

Fourthly.  That  the  unfaithful,  the  immoral,  and  the  libertine 
profeflbrs  may  be  feafonably  reminded  of  their  danger  and  of 
tiieir  duty  ;  as  well  as  of  the  great  labour  which,  in  much  gofpel 
love,  hath  been  from  time  to  time  beftowed  for  their  help  and 
recovery ;  and  that  fuch  as  continue  to  defpife  and  rejed:  the 
convidtions  of  truth,  and  the  counfel  of  their  brethren,  and  re- 
fufe  to  be  reclaimed,  may  be  made  fenfible  that  they  themfelves 
are  the  fole  caufe  of  their  feparation  from  our  religious  fellow- 
fhip  and  communion.  For  when  any  by  their  inconfiftent  and 
diforderly  condud,  or  by  imbibing  and  adopting  principles  and 
pradtices  contrary  to  the  dodrine  which  we  have  received,  have 
firft  openly  manifefted  their  difunity  with  the  fociety,  it  is  but 
juft  and  requifite  that,  after  endeavouring  and  waiting  to  reftore 
them  without  effed,  the  body  fhould  teftify  its  difunity  with 
fuch  erring  and  refradory  members ;  at  the  fame  time  earneftly 
defiring  that  they  may  be  convinced  of  the  error  of  their  ways, 
and  that  through  unfeigned  repentance,  and  a  confiftent,  orderly 
condud  in  future,  they  may  be  reunited  to  the  body.  This 
being  the  utmoft  extent  of  our  difcipline  refpeding  offenders,  it 
18  very  evident,  that  from  the  right  exercife  thereof  no  degres 
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■of  perfecutloii  or  impofidon  can  be  juftly  inferred;  for  the  im- 
pofition  refts  entirely  on  the  part  of  thofe  who  infift  on  being 
retained  as  members,  whilil  at  open  variance  with  the  body  either 
in  principle  or  pradice. 

We  are  not,  however,  without  a  clear  fenfe  that  this  publi- 
cation will  prove  iniiifficient  to  produce  the  defired  effed,  unlefs 
we  are  very  careful  to  move  and  act  under  the  immediate  in-, 
fluence  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  in  the  pure  love  of  the  gofpel ;. 
a  clofe  adherence  to  which  would  render  a  multiplicity  of  rules^ 
unneceffary. 

And  whilft  we  are  earneflly  recommending  this  work  to  the 
notice  and  regard  of  friends,  we  cannot  omit  to  prefs  upon  them 
a  diligent  reading  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  as  fuperior  to  all  other 
writings  for  inftrudtion ;  and  it  muft  yield  great  fatisfadion  to 
obferve  how  confonant  thefe  advices  are  to  the  dodrine  and 
precepts  of  Chrift  and  his  apoftles. 

Although  this  coUedion  is  printed  folely  for  the  ufe  of  our 
own  fociety,  yet  Ihould  it  get  abroad  and  meet  the  public  eye, 
it  is  not  doubted  but  every  ferious  and  candid  reader  will  ob-» 
ferve,  throughout  the  whole,  the  conftant  and  earneft  endeavours 
of  the  yearly  meeting  for  the  promotion  of  virtue  and  religion. 
And  notwithftanding  it  be  too  obvious  to  be  denied,  that  there 
^re  amongft  us  many  forrowful  inftances  of  a  grievous  departure 


(   ^i:   ) 

from  the  godly  zeal,  purity,  probity,  fimplicity,  and  felf-denial, 
fo  confpicuous  in  our  worthy  predecelTors ;  yet,  by  comparing 
the  later  advices  with  thofe  of  a  more  ancient  date,  and  obferving 
the  continued  care  and  concern  of  the  yearly  meeting  to  guard 
and  teflify  againft  every  appearance  of  evil,  and  every  mark  of 
declenfion,  it  muft  be  allowed  that,  as  a  religious  body,  we  are 
the  fame  people  our  forefathers  were,  in  faith,  in  dodrine,  in 
worfhip,  in  miniftry,  and  in  difcipline. 

And  although  it  be  our  lot  to  live  in  an  age  of  great  diflipation, 
luxury,  and  profanenefs,  when  the  genuine  fruits  of  the  fpirit  of 
Chriftianity  are  fo  rarely  feen,  that  every  thing  facred  and  fcrious 
feems  threatened  to  be  overwhelmed  by  the  torrent  of  vice  and 
irreligion ;  yet  we  are  bowed  in  thankfulnefs  to  the  Author  of 
all  good,  in  that  we  have  abundant  caufe  to  believe  there  are  ftill 
many,  of  various  ranks  and  ages,  mercifully  preferved  both 
among  ourfelves,  and  in  other  Chriftian  communities,  w^ho, 
through  faithfulnefs  to  the  meafure  of  grace  which  is  given  to 
every  one  to  profit  with,  have  been  ftrengthened  to  retahi  their 
integrity,  and  to  hold  faft  the  profeffion  of  their  faith  without 
wavering.  Many  of  them,  doubtlefs,  are  at  times  fecretly 
mourning  over  the  great  defolations  which  infidelity  and  immo- 
rality have  made  in  the  Chriftian  world  ;  neverthelefs  they  are 
comforted  at  feafons  in  the  hope  of  better  times,  and  helped  to 
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look  forward  v/ith  an  eye  of  faith,  and  with  unlhaken  confidence, 
to  the  gradual  increafe  of  that  day,  when  darknefs  fiiall  no 
longer  cover  the  earth,  nor  grofs  darknefs  the  hearts  of  the 
people ;  when  the  fpiritual  kingdom  of  Chrift  fhall  be  exalted 
over  all,  and  that  glorious  ancient  prophecy  fulfilled,  when  he 
fhall  have  the  heathen  for  his  inheritance,  and  the  uttermoft 
parts  of  the  earth  for  his  pofleffion  ;  when  nation  fhall  not  lift  up 
fword  againfl:  nation,  neither  fhall  they  learn  war  any  more ; 
and  when  the  faving  knowledge  of  the  Lord  fhall  cover  the 
earth,  as  the  waters  cover  the  fea. 


Meeting  for  Sufferings, 

24th  of  the  Firft  Month,  1783. 


PREFACE 

TO      THE      SECOND      EDITION. 

Since  the  printing  of  the  '  Extrads  from  the  Minutes  and 
*  Advices  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  held  in  London/  or 
The  Book  ofExtraas,  as  it  is  ufually  termed,  about  nineteen  years 
have  elapfed.    During  this  period  fo  many  new  regulations  have 
taken  piace,  as  to  render  that  book  an  imperfed  colkaion  of 
the  rules  of  the  fociety.     This  inconvenience  has  been  in  part 
obviated  by  a  fubfequent  colledion,  made  by  a  committee  of  the 
yearly  meeting  in  conjundion  with  the  meeting  for  fufferings;, 
which  colledion  was  fubmitted  to  the  yearly  meeting  in  1792, 
and  printed  by  its  order,  together  with  fome  minutes  of  the 
fame  year,  under  the  title  of  an  Jfpendix.     But  the  Book  of 
Extrads  itfelf  being  out  of  print,  and  the  Appendix  becoming, 
by  means  of  fucceffive  additions  to   the   rules  and  advices,   a 
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deficient  fupplement,  the  yearly  meeting  in  1800  recommended 
the  quarterly  meetings  to  fend  deputies  to  London  in  the 
Eleventh  Month  enfuing,  to  join  the  meeting  for  fufferings  in 
reviling  the  whole,  and  preparing  a  new  and  complete  edition. 

The  joint  meeting  accordingly  entered  on  the  bufinefs  the  yth 
of  the  Eleventh  Month,  1800,  and  purfued  it  diligently  to  the  29th 
of  that  month,  inclufive.  In  the  courfe  of  its  deliberations,  it  was 
found  expedient  to  omit  feveral  advices  which  Hand  in  the  firft 
edition ;  chiefly,  becaufe  there  w^ere  others  under  the  fame  head 
of  equal  or  fuperior  pertinency,  or  becaufe,  in  a  few  inftances, 
it  feemed  eligible  to  exchange  them  for  others,  iffued  fince  the 
printing  of  the  Book  of  Extrads :  and  there  has  been  a  con- 
fiderable  abridgment  of  fome  of  thofe  which  remain. 

In  proceeding  with  the  revifion  of  the  rules,  the  expediency 
alfo  of  fome  alterations  in  tbem  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
meeting ;  and,  as  friends  from  various  quarters  of  the  kingdom 
were  prefent,  there  was  an  opportunity  for  full  and  free  con- 
ference refpeding  the  general  operation  of  exifling  regulations, 
and  the  probable  effed  of  new  ones.  The  additional  minutes 
thus  produced,  were  fubmitted  to  the  lafl;  yearly  meeting ;  and 
will  be  recognifed  in  the  following  pages  v>^ith  the  date  fubjoined, 
of  1 80 1 .  But  this  date  will  alfo  be  obferved  at  the  end  of  minutes 
and  advices,  wherein  no  new  matter  has  been  inferted.     In  this 
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cafe  it  will  generally  be  found  that  the  import  of  the  original 
minute  or  advice  has  been  fomewhat  confined,  extended,  or 
otherwife  altered  by  the  change  or  omiflion  of  words.  Where 
omifTions  are  merely  for  the  fake  of  concifenefs,  and  do  not  make 
an  alteration  in  the  fenfe  of  the  fentence,  the  date  of  1801  is 
not  added. 

The  minutes  and  advices  do  not  in  all  cafes  ftand  in  the  fame 
order  as  before.  In  thofe  heads  where  there  is  any  deviation 
from  the  order  of  dates,  befides  the  general  plan  of  letting  the 
advices  ftand  together  before  the  rules,  attention  has  been  given 
to  the  two  following  circumftances :  firft,  where  the  head  feemed 
naturally  to  admit  of  diftin6t  fubdivifions,*  to  place  together 
what  related  to  each ;  and  fecondly,  to  endeavour  that  the  ferics 
of  advice  or  of  diredion  fhould  proceed,  under  each  head,  in  the 
manner  which  feemed  moft  likely  to  bring  the  fubjedl  into  the 
cleareft  point  of  view. 

There  is  yet  another  circumftance  refpe(3:ing  this  edition, 
which,  it  is  hoped,  will  render  the  confulting  of  it  more  eafy, 
and  lead  readily  to  every  thing  that  it  contains  on  any  fubjed. 
This  is  a  fet  of  pretty  copious  marginal,  and  other  references. 
The  minutes  and  advices  under  each  head  (where  there  are  more 

•  Marriage,  and  Tithes,  may  be  confultcd  as  inftances. 
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than  one)  are  numbered  with  common  Arabic  figures  in  the 
margin.  When  any  number  contains  fuch  various  and  diftin^t 
matter  as  to  require  further  divifion,  which  is  the  cafe  with  fome 
under  the  heads  Arbitration,  Marriage,  Queries,  Re- 
movals AND  Settlements,  and  Women's  Meetings,  the 
fmaller  divifions  (whether  queries,  advices,  or  rules)  are  marked 
bv  Roman  numerals.  By  this  means,  the  references  are  made,  not 
to  the  page,  but  to  the  head  and  number  where  any  fimilar  matter 
is  to  be  found.  The  marginal  references  are  a  guide  to  fuch  parts 
as  have  more  or  lefs  connexion  with  the  minutes  or  advices 
(and  fometimes  with  the  lines)  againft  which  they  refpedively 
fland ;  thofe  at  the  end  of  the  head,  to  fuch  as  have  relation  to 
the  head  confidered  more  at  large.  The  index  alfo  points  to 
head  and  number ;  and  where  minutes  or  advices  have  feveral 
paragraphs  not  diftind  enough  for  fubdivifion  by  Roman  nu- 
merals, both  the  references  and  the  index  generally  fhew  which 
of  fuch  paragraphs  is  intended. 

There  are  fometimes  references  from  one  number  to  another 
under  the  fame  head  ;  but  thefe  are  commonly  from  prior  to  fub- 
fequent  numbers,  and  not  often  to  fuch  as  are  of  earlier  date  than 
thofe  to  which  they  are  affixed.  This  hint  may  tend  to  prevent 
any  from  efcaping  the  reader's  notice ;  and  it  will  alfo  be  well, 
oa  turning  to  a  part  referred  to,  provided  the  reafon  of  the  re- 
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ference  do  not  at  once  appear,  to  read  the  part  throughout; 
by  which  means  the  connexion,  it  is  hoped,  will  not  fail  to  be 
found. 

The  variety  and  excellency  of  the  matter  contained  in  the 
Book  of  Extrads,  entitle  the  colledion  to  attentive  and  repeated 
perufal ;  there  is  inftrudion  for  the  inexperienced,  and  confirm- 
ation for  the  more  advanced  Chriftian ;  and  while  it  teaches  the 
letter  of  our  difclpline,  it  bears  abundant  teftimony  to  the  fpirit 
in  which  it  fhould  be  conduced — the  fpirit,  temper,  and  habi- 
tude of  mind,  which  ought  to  be  the  continual  clothing  of  fuch 
as  undertake,  in  any  way,  to  be  the  advocates  of  the  Lord's 
caufe. 

Meeting  for  Sufferings, 

5th  of  the  Second  Month,  1802. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE  letters  P.  E.  and  W.  E.  added  to  the  dates  of  fome 
of  the  extrads,  fignify  that  fuch  are  taken  from  the  Printed 
or  Written  Epiftles  of  the  refpedtive  years :  and  the  reader  is 
defired  to  notice  alfo  the  following  abbreviations,  befides  thofe 
which  occur  in  the  Table  of  Contents : 


Adv. 

Advice. 

Art. 

Article. 

Ibid. 

ibidem^  In  the  fame  place. 

Id. 

idenif     the  fame. 

No. 

Number. 

P. 

Page. 

Par. 

Paragraph. 

Pafs, 

pajfinit  fignifylng  that  feveral  places  in  a  head  referred  to 

are  to  be  looked  at,  or  the  head  generally. 

^ 

Query. 

R. 

Rule. 

Fid.  or  V. 

vide,  fee. 
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AFFIRMATION. 

WE  cannot  but  with  great  humility  acknowledge  the  goodnefs 
of  God,  in  difpofing  the  legiflature  to  grant  us,  the  laft  feflion  of 
parliament,  fuch  form  of  affirmation,  as,  by  accounts  received, 
we  find  very  fatisfadory  to  all  the  brethren :  for  which  we  arc 
truly  thankful  to  God,  and  thofe  in  authority.     1722.  P.  E. 

FORM    OF    AFFIRMATION. 

(8  Geo.  L— Cap.  6.) 

/,  A.  B.  ao  solemnly^  sincerely^  and  truly ^  declare  and  affirm^  that,  &c. 

[Here  is  to  follow,  without  any  other  addition,  the  fubjetSt  matter  to  be  affirmed.] 

Note — By  an  aft,  22  Geo.  II.  Cap.  46.  our  affirmation  is  to  operate 
in  all  cafes  wherein  an  oath  is  required  by  any  a£l  or  afts  of  par- 
liament now  in  force,  or  hereafter  to  be  made,  although  no  particular 
or  exprefs  mention  be  made  for  that  purpofe  in  fuch  a£l  or  acls,  with 
the  fame  force  as  an  oath ;  except  in  criminal  cafes,  to  ferve  on 
juries,  or  to  bear  any  office  or  place  of  profit  in  the  government. 

A  falfe  and  corrupt  affirmation  is  fubjeft  to  the  fame  penalties 
as  perjury. 
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A    P    1*    E    A    L    S. 


1  IF  any  perfons  fhall  think  themfelves  injured  or  aggrieved 
'o.No.^.      \yy  x}\Q  judgment  of  any  monthly  or  other  meeting,  of  which 

they  are  or  were  members,  fuch  perfons  may  appeal  to  the 
quarterly  meeting,  to  which  the  faid  monthly  or  other  meeting 
doth  belong;  provided  notice  be  given  of  fuch  intended  appeal, 
in  three  months  after  fuch  judgment  is  given  ;  and  the  appeal 
muft  be  lodged  in  fuch  quarterly  meeting,  within  fix  months 
after  fuch  notice. 

If  any  perfons  be  dilTatisfied  with  the  judgment  of  any  quarterly 
meeting,  they  may  appeal  from  fuch  judgment  to  the  yearly 
meeting ;  the  appellants  giving  notice  to  the  faid  quarterly 
meeting,  of  their  intention  to  appeal,  within  fix  months  after 
the  judgment  of  fuch  quarterly  meeting  is  given ;  and  fuch 
appeal  muft  be  brought  to  the  next  yearly  meeting,  if  it  may 
'v.No.i,.      with  convenience,  or  to  the  next  following. 

All  perfons  who  may  think  themfelves  aggrieved,  not  purfuing 
the  directions  given  with  refped  to  the  time  of  giving  notice 
and  lodging  their  appeals,  fhall  be  excluded  from  any  right  of 
appealing  afterwards.      1727. 

2  This  meeting  agrees,  that  a  committee  be  yearly  nominated, 
to  judge  of  the  fitnefs  of  receiving  all  appeals  that  fhall  be 
oflered,  to  hear  fuch  as  they  fhall  judge  come  duly  before  them, 
and  report  their  opinion  thereof,  for  the  approbation,  rejedion, 
or  amendment  of  this  meeting,     1727. 


APPEALS.  3. 

This  committee  is  to  be  chofen  in  the  following  manner,  viz.  3 

the  reprefentatives  of  each  of  twelve  quarterly  meetings,  as  they  '^'^'''•^  ^  ^*' 
ftand  alphabetically,  are  to  nominate  one  of  their  number,  to 
conftitute,  with  the  others  chofen  in  like  manner,  a  committee 
of  appeals  :  the  next  twelve  quarterly  meetings,  as  they  ftand  in 
order,  annually  choofmg  a  like  committee  for  the  fame  purpofe. 
1728. 

All  appeals  from  any  perfon  or  place  fhall  be  delivered  to  the  4 

clerk  of  the  yearly  meeting  for  the  time  being,  before  the  rifing 
of  the  meeting  at  its  third  fitting ;  at  which  time,  the  clerk  for 
the  time  being  fhall  read  over  the  names  of  thofe  friends  who 
are  chofen  on  the  committee  of  appeals,  and  if  any  appeals  be 
brought,  fhall  deliver  them  to  the  committee ;  who,  or  any  feven 
of  them,  have  power  to  proceed  thereon,,  according  to  tke  fore- 
going diredicn.      1728. — 180U  -^N-c.z^ 

No  reprefentative  of  any  quarterly  meeting,  from  which,  or  5 

againft  which,  an  appeal  may  come,  fhall  be  nominated  on  this 
committee ;  but  the  reprefentatives  of  the  quarterly  meeting  next 
in  rotation,  fhall  choofe  one  of  their  own  number  for  this  fervice: 
and  fuch  quarterly  meetings  as  are  fet  afide  on  this  account,  are 
firft  to  be  called  upon  to  nominate  a  reprefentative  to  ferve  on 
this  committee,  the  year  following.      I733» 

If  any  appellant  or  appellants  do  not  bring  his,  her,  or  their  6 

appeal  to  the  yearly  meeting  next  enfuing,  due  notice  once  given, 
then,  if  fuch  appellants  continue  their  appeal,  notice  fhall  be 
repeated  in  writing  to  the  meeting  againft  which  they  may 
appeal,  at  leaft  three  months  preceding  the  yearly  meeting.   1745- 
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APPEALS. 

7  No  appeal  fliall  be  received  a  fecond  time,  wlilch  hath  been 
once  determined  by  the  yearly  meeting.      1 745, 

8  The  friends  of  Ireland,  by  a  letter  from  their  lafl  national 
meeting,  and  alfo  by  their  reprefentatives  prefent,  have  earneftly 
requefted  to  be  excufed  from  attending  appeals  againft  them  to 
this  meeting,  except  in  matters  of  faith  and  principle,  wherein 
they  defire  not  to  be  excufed ;  but  having  urged  many  hardfhips 
and  inconveniences,  which  they  apprehend  mufl  attend  their 
following  appeals  in  other  cafes,  this  meeting,  upon  folid  and 
deliberate  confideration  of  their  requeft,  in  much  brotherly  con- 
defcenfion  agrees  thereto,  until  fome  manifeft  inconvenience 
ihall  be  found  to  arife  from  fuch  exemption.      1760. 

9  It  is  the  fenfe  of  this  meeting,  that  the  limitation  of  time 
expreffed  in  the  minute  of  1727,  concerning  appeals,  doth  not 
operate  upon  appeals  from  monthly  meetings,  as  it  doth  upon 
thofe  from  private  perfons.      1766. 

10  It  is  agreed,  that  the  reprefentatives  of  the  quarterly  meetings, 
who  are  to  nominate  the  committee  for  appeals,  fhall  meet  for 
that  purpofe  at  the  clofe  of  the  firft  fitting  of  this  meeting,  and 

report  to  the  next  fitting  the  names  of  the  friends  chofen.    1 787. 

11  This  meeting  agrees  not  to  receive  in  future  any  appeal  in 
print,  or  that  hath  been  printed.     1 794. 

12  Dear  friends,  in  the  fpirit  of  the  gofpel,  which  is  peace  on 
earth,  and  good-will  to  all  men,  labour  to  maintain  the  difci- 
pline  of  the  church,  wherein  you  will  be  favoured  with  wifdom, 
prudently  to  determine  the  affairs  that  may  come  before  you,  and 
be  inftrumental  to  prevent  appeals  from  coming  to  this  meeting, 
which  tend  to  prolong  it,  and  give  uneafinefs  to  friends.  1 736.W.E. 

^»iv/</.  Quart.  Meet.  2. 


[    S    ] 


ARBITRATION. 


AGREED,  that  the  chooring  of  arbitrators  is  proper  in  cafes  I 

of  differences  about  a  man's  property,      1684. 

Advifed,  that  in  all  cafes  of  controverfy  and  difference,  the  2 

perfons  concerned  therein,  either  fpeedily  compofe  the  difference 
between  themfelves,  or  make  choice  of  fome  faithful  unconcerned 
friends  to  determine  the  fame,  and  they  to  (land  to  their 
determination ;  or  otherwife,  if  they  cannot  agree  upon  the 
choice,  to  fubmit  to  the  monthly  meeting's  choice  of  certain 
perfons  meet  to  infped:  and  determine  the  controverfy,  and  to 
Hand  to  their  award  and  final  determination  thereof:  and  all 
friends  to  take  heed  of  being  parties  with  one  or  another,  for 
the  prolonging  thereof.      1692.  P.  E. 

Advifed,  that  no  friends  fhall  go  from  the  order  of  truth,  and  3 

former  advice,  to  fue  one  another  at  law ;  but  that  all  differences       "•  ^*-  •^' 
among  friends  be  fpeedily  ended  by  themfelves,  or  by  reference, 
and  not  prolonged  or  delayed.      1696. 

And  we   do  again  remind  you,  that  friends  may  be  every  4 

where  careful  to  get  all  differences  about  outward  things  fpeedily 
compofed,  either  between  themfelves,  or  by  arbitrators,  without 
troubling  monthly  or  quarterly  meetings  with  fuch  affairs;  and 
it  would  be  well  that  friends  were  at  all  times  ready  to  fubmit 
their  differences,  even  with  perfons  not  of  our  perfuaHon,  to 


6  ARBITRATION. 

Deut.  i.  i6.  arbitration,  rather  than  to  contend  at  law.  "  Hear  the  caufes 
*'  between  your  brethren,  and  judge  righteoufly  between  every 
"  man  and  his  brother,  and  the  ftranger  that  is  with  him."  1737. 
W.  E. 

5  Whereas  it  fometimes  happeneth,  to  the  hurt  of  truth,  and  grief 

"*  ^iii.  *'  of  many  friends,  that  differences  do  arife  amongft  fome  profefTmg 
truth,  about  outward  things;  it  is  therefore  by  this  meeting 
thought  convenient,  and  advifed,  that  when  any  friend  or  friends 
fhall  hear  of  any  fuch  difference  betwixt  any  friends  in  that 
meeting  to  which  they  do  belongs  that  they  forthwith  fpeak 
to,  and  tenderly  advife,  the  perfons  between  whom  the  differ- 
ence is,  to  make  a  fpeedy  end  thereof  j  and  if  fuch  friends 
do  not  comply  with  their  advice,  that  then  they  take  to  them 
one  or  two  friends  more,  and  again  exhort  them  to  end  their 
difference;  and  if  they,  or  either  of  them  refufe,  then  to  let 
them  know,  that  it  is  the  advice  and  counfel  of  friends,  that  they 
m.No.tj,Art.j.  fhould  each  choofe  an  equal  number  of  indifferent,  impartial, 
and  judicious  friends  to  hear,  and  fpeedily  determine  the  fame, 
«.iVB.?,  aj^jj  tl^at  they  do  bind  themfelves  to  ftand  to  their  award  and 

No.  9,  '' 

Art. Ill,  determination,  or  the  award  and  determination  of  the  major  part 
of  them,  that  fhall  be  made  and  figned  by  the  arbitrators,  or  the 
award  and  arbitration  made  and  figned  by  the  umpire,  if  there  be 
one  agreed  unto. 

Alfo  this  meeting  doth  advife,  that  if  any  friend  fliall  refufe 
fpeedily  to  end  the  difference,  or  refer  it  as  before  advifed, 
complaint  be  made  of  that  perfon  unto  the  monthly  meeting  to 
which  he  doth  belong;  and.  if,  after  admonition,  he  fhall  refufe 
fo  to  refer  his  cafe,  that  then  the  meeting  do  teftify  againfl  fuch 
perfon,  and  difown  him  to  be  of  our  fociety. 

And  if  any  friends  that  fhall  be  chofen  to  hear  and  determinsi 
any  fuch  difference  as  aforefaid,  after  they  have  accepted  thereof. 


ARBITRATION.  5 

and  the  parties  differing  are  become  bound  to  fland  to  their 
determination,  fhall  decline  and  refufe  to  ftand  and  a£l  as 
arbitrators,  that  then  the  perfon  or  perfons  fo  refufmg,  be 
required  to  give  the  reafons  of  their  refufal  unto  the  monthly- 
meeting  to  which  they  belong;  and  if  that  meeting  (hall  not 
efteem  thofe  reafons  fufhcient  juftly  to  excufe  them,  then  the 
meeting  to  prefs  them  to  ftand  to  what  they  have  accepted ; 
and  if  after  fuch  admonition,  they  fhall  continue  to  refufe  to 
ftand  as  arbitrators,  that  then  the  meeting  do  teftify  againft 
them,  or  either  of  them,  as  fuch  as  are  not  fubje6t  to  the  juft 
rules  of  our  fociety,  neither  ought  to  be  admitted  thereunto, 
until  he  or  they  condemn  and  retracSt  the  fame. 

And  it  is  the  advice  of  this  meeting,  that  perfons  differing 
about  outward  things  do,  as  little  as  may  be,  trouble  miniftering 
friends  with  being  arbitrators  in  fuch  cafes. 

And  that  all  perfons  differing  be  exhorted  by  the  monthly 
meeting  to  which  they  belong,  when  their  cafes  are  referred,  and 
judgment  and  award  made,  figned,  and  given  thereupon,  as 
^forefaid,  to  ftand  to  and  perform  the  faid  award,  which  they 
have  bound  themfelves  to  perform  ;  and  if  any  one  fhall  refufe  fo 
to  do,  that  then  the  monthly  meeting  to  which  fuch  perfon  doth 
belong,  upon  notice  thereof  to  them  given,  fhall  admonifh  him 
thereunto ;  and  if,  after  admonition,  he  perfift  to  refufe,  then  the 
meeting  to  teftify  againft  him. 

To  conclude,  it  is  the  fenfe  and  judgment  of  this  meeting,  v.N^.yift, 
that  if  any  perfon  profeffmg  truth,  fhall  arreft,  fue,  or  implead 
at  law,  any  other  perfon  profeffmg  truth,  before  he  hath 
proceeded  in  the  methods  herein  before  recommended,  fuch 
perfon  doth  therein  depart  from  the  principle  of  truth,  and 
the  known  way  thereof,  and  ads  contrary  thereunto,  and 
ought  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  meeting  he  belongs  to  for  the 


ARBITRATION. 

fame  J  and  if  he  fhall  not  give  fatisf^iction  to  the  meeting  for 
fuch  his  diforderly  proceeding,  by  condemning  it,  and  himfelf 
therein,  that  then  he  be  difowned  by  the  meeting.      1^97. 

6  And  if  the  party  fo  fued  or  arretted,  taking  with  him,  or,  if 
imder  confinement,  fending,  one  or  two  friends  to  the  perfon 
who  goes  to  law,  fhall  complain  thereof,  the  faid  perfon  fhall  be 
required  immediately  to  flay  proceedings ;  and  if  he  does  not 
comply  with  fuch  requifition,  the  monthly  meeting  to  which  he 
belongs  fhall  difown  him,  if  the  cafe  require  it.     1782. 

7  Whereas  fome  perfons  profefFing  with  us,  have  proved  fo  bafe 
and  unworthy,  as,  when  they  have  run  themfelves  in  debt,  to 
remove  themfelves,  or  their  effedts,  to  prevent  juflice  ;  whereby 
thofe  creditors,  who  are  friends,  have  been  deprived  of  an 
opportunity  of  the  common  method  of  friends,  fpecified  in  the 
minute  of  1697,  refpeding  arbitrations  ;  it  is  hereby  declared, 
that  the  lafl  paragraph  of  the  faid  minute,  which  prohibits  friends 
to  fue  or  arreft  one  another,  is  not  intended  to  prevent  fuch  evil 
perfons  in  thofe  practices  from  being  dealt  with  by  a  legal 
procefs,  as  the  nature  of  the  cafe  may  require :  of  which 
circumftance  the  monthly  meetings  are  the  proper  judges ;  fo  it 
is  not  doubted  but  they  will  do  juflice  to  the  parties  concerned 
thereip.  And  this  meeting  doth  requefl  every  monthly  meeting 
to  appoint  and  depute  proper  perfons  out  of  their  feveral 
meetings,  for  fuch  friends  as  have  occafion  to  advife  with,  in 
the  intervals  of  monthly  meetings,  and,  if  they  fee  caufe,  to  give 
liberty  to  recover  as  above.    1720. — 1801. 

8  So  much  of  the  minute  of  1697,  as   doth  relate  fimply  to 

entering  in.to  bonds,  and  fo  far  as  arbitrations  may  be  refufed  on 


ARBITRATION. 

account  of  difputes  and  queftions  in  law,  relating  to  executors  or 
truftees,  where  the  property  is  not  their  own  ; — in  both  thefe 
cafes,  that  there  be  a  particular  and  fpecial  regard  had  to  the 
nature  and  circumftances  of  things :  it  not  being  either  now,  or 
at  the  time  of  making  the  faid  minute,  the  intent  of  this  meeting 
to  lay  any  unwarrantable  burthen  upon  any  brother,  or  upon 
the  church.      1720. 


The  following  method  is  to  be  obferved  in  proceeding 

in  Arbitrations. 

L  Each  party  having  chofen  one  or  two  indifferent,  impartial, 
and  judicious  friends,  thofe  fo  chofen  are  to  agree  upon  a  third, 
or  a  fifth  friend,  unlefs  the  parties  firft  agree  in  the  nomination, 
whofe  name  fhall  be  inferted  with  the  others  in  the  bonds  of 
arbitration,  or  other  written  agreement. 

II.  The  arbitrators  fhould  not  confider  themfelves  as  advocates 
for  the  party  by  whom  they  were  chofen,  but  men,  whofe 
incumbent  duty  it  is  to  judge  righteoufly,  fearing  the  Lord. 
They  ihould  fhun  all  previous  information  refpeding  the  cafe, 
that  they  may  not  become  biafled  in  their  judgments,  before  they 
hear  both  parties  together. 

III.  The  parties  to  enter  into  written  engagements,  or  bonds 
in  the  ufual  form  if  either  of  them  require  it,  to  abide  by  the 
award  of  the  arbitrators,  or  a  majority  of  them,  to  be  made  in  a 
limited  time. 

IV.  Every  meeting  of  the  arbitrators  muft  be  made  known  to 
the  parties  concerned,  until  they  have  been  fully  heard;  nor 
fhall  there  be  any  feparate,  private  meetings  between  fome  of  the 
arbitrators,  or  with  one  party  feparate  from  the  other  on  the 
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bufinefs  referred  to  them ;  and  no  reprefentation  of  the  cafe  of 
one  party,  either  by  v;riting  or  otherwife,  is  to  be  admitted, 
without  its  being  fully  made  known  to  the  other,  and,  if  required, 
a  copy  to  be  delivered  to  the  other  party. 

V.  The  arbitrators  are  to  hear  both  parties  fully,  in  the 
prefence  of  each  other,  whilft  either  hath  any  frefh  matter  to 
offer,  until  a  certain  time  to  be  limited  by  mutual  agreement. 
Let  no  evidence  or  witnefs  be  withheld  or  rejeded. 

VI.  If  there  fhould  appear  to  the  arbitrators,  or  to  any  of 
them,  to  be  any  doubtful  point  of  law,  they  are  jointly  to  agree 
upon  a  cafe,  and  confult  counfel  thereupon.  The  arbitrators  are 
not  required  to  exprefs  in  the  award  their  reafons  for  their 
decifion.  One  writing  of  he  award  is  to  be  delivered  to  each 
party. 

(, 
It  is  recommended  to  arbitrators  to  propofe  to  the  parties,  that 
they  fhould  give  an  acknowledgment  in  writing  before  the  award 
be  made,  that  they  have  been  candidly  and  fully  heard. 
^..Defam.  Matters   of  defamation  are  not  fubjecls  to  be  arbitrated,  until 

the  defamation  is  proved,  and  that  fome  injury  is  fuftained  by  the 
defamed  in  his  trade  or  property;  and  in  that  cafe,  the  damage 
fhould  be  fubmitted  to  arbitration.      1782. 


[  II  1 


BOOKS. 


FRIENDS  are  defired  to  be  diligent  in  fpreading  friends'  books, 
which  are  anfwers  to  adverfaries,  and  to  get  them  expofed  to  fale, 
where  the  adverfaries'  books  are  fold;  and  this  to  be  done  in  due 
time,  and  not  delayed  till  the  fervice  may  be  partly  over.     1 697. 

This  meeting,  confidering  that  fome  In  the  prefent  age  do 
endeavour,  as  well  by  certain  books,  as  a  licentious  converfation, 
to  leffen  and  decry  the  true  faith  in  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus 
Chrifl: ;  even  that  precious  faith  once  delivered  to  his  faints,  which 
by  the  mercy  of  God  is  alfo  beftowed  upon  us  ;  doth  therefore 
earneftly  advife  and  exhort  all  parents,  mafters  and  miflreffes  of 
families,  and  guardians  of  minors,  that  they  prevent,  as  much  as 
in  them  lies,  their  children,  fervants,  and  youth,  under  their 
refpedtive  care  and  tuition,  from  having  or  reading  books  or 
papers  that  have  any  tendency  to  prejudice  the  profeffion  of  the 
Chriftian  religion,  to  create  in  them  the  leaft  doubt  or  queftion 
concerning  the  truth  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  or  thofe  neceffary 
and  faving  truths  declared  in  them ;  left  their  infant  and  feeble 
minds  fhould  be  poifoned  thereby,  and  a  foundation  laid  for  the 
greateft  evils.     1723.  P.  E. 

This  meeting  being  forrowfully  affeded,  under  a  confideration 
of  the  hurtful  tendency  of  reading  plays,  romances,  novels,  and 

B  2 
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other  pernicious  books,  it  is  earneflly  recommended  to  every 
member  of  our  fociety,  to  difcourage  and  fupprefs  the  famej  and 
particularly  to  acquaint  all  bookfellers,  under  our  name,  with 
the  painful  anxiety  occafioned  to  this  meeting,  by  a  report  of 
fome  inftances  of  felling  or  lending  fuch  books,  entreating  they 
would  avoid  a  pradice  fo  inconfiftent  with  the  purity  of  the 
Chriftian  religion.  And  friends  are  defired  to  be  careful  of  the 
choice  of  all  books,  in  which  their  children  read,  feeing  there 
are  many,  under  the  fpecious  titles  of  the  promotion  of  religion 
and  morality,  containing  fentiments  repugnant  to  the  truth,  as  it 
is  in  Chrift  Jefus.     1764. 

A  We  earneflly  recommend  to  all,  the  frequent  perufal  of  the 

Holy  Scriptures,  according  to  repeated  exhortations ;  and  we  at 
this  time  alfo  recommend  the  writings  of  our  faithful  predeceflbrs, 
and  the  accounts  that  are  publifhed  of  their  experiences,  labours, 
travels,  and  fufferings  in  the  caufe  of  Chrift.  Thofe  hours  of 
leifurc  would  be  profitably  employed  in  this  manner,  which  are 
often  wafted  in  reading  light  and  trivial  publications,  calculated 
to  gratify  the  vain  imagination,  and  to  feed  that  difpofition  that 
is  alv;?ays  hankering  after  fome  new  thing.      1789.  P.  E. 

^  The  ancient  and  approved  practice  of  our  religious    fociety, 

refpeding  the  revifion  of  manufcripts  by  the  Second-day's 
morning  meeting,  and  the  minutes  on  that  fubjed,  having  been 
confidered,  it  is  the  judgment  of  this  meeting  that  the  faid 
pradice  be  invariably  obferved :  viz.  That  no  books  concerning 
the  principles  of  friends  be  printed,  without  being  carefully  read, 
and  correded  if  necefTary,  by  the  morning  meeting  in  London. 
1801. 


>  ori'.ing 
Meet.  I. 
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That  the  meeting  for  fufferings  take  the  care  of  inrpe£ling,  6 

ordering,  regulating  the  prefs,   and  printing  of  books;  and  in    *'^°'io^* 
whatever  matter  relating  to  the   printing  of  books  the  country- 
friends  find  themfelves  aggrieved,  that  they  write    to   the  faid 
meeting,    who  are  to  redrefs  the  fame ;  and  that  no  books  be 
reprinted  without  the  faid  meeting's  diredion,     1679.— 1672. 

It  is  agreed  that  authors  may  be  at  liberty  to  publifh  or  to  7 

reprint  their  own  works,  provided  they  take  the  rifk  upon  them- 
felves, where  the  fame  have  been  revifed  and  approved  by  the 
morning-meeting  ;  notwithftanding  any  rellridion  contained  in 
the  minutes  of  1672  and  1679,  on  this  head.      i8oi .  v.Ko,  6. 

Upon  confideration  of  friends*  books,  and  the  difpofing  thereof  8 

for  the  general  fervice  of  truth,  it  is  agreed  and  defired,  that 
every  quarterly  Pxieeting  in  each  county  take  care  weightily  to 
confider  and  advife  amongft  themfelves,  fuch  method,  place  and 
places,  as  are  fit  to  fell  and  difpofe  of  friends'  books,  given  forth 
for  the  fervice  of  truth,  and  the  numbers  they  would  receive,  and 
give  advice  thereof  to  their  refpedive  correfpondents  for  the 
meeting  for  fufferings  in  London,  to  whofe  care  and  ordering 
thefe  concerns  are  referred.      1682.   P»  E. 

Recommended,  that  each  monthly  meeting  take  off  two  books  9 

of  a  fort  newly  printed,  if  under  the  price  of  two  (hillings  and  fix- 
pence  ;  and  one  book  to  each  meeting,  if  the  value  is  more ;  and 
that  one  book  of  a  fort  be  kept  in  each  quarterly  meeting.     1 695, 

It  is  agreed  that  the  meeting  for  fufferings  do  diAribure  in  fiich         10 
manner,  and  to  fuch  parts  of  the  world,  as  they  think  proper,  the 
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writings  of  fuch  friends  as  have  been  publlfhed  by  confent  of  the 
morning  meeting.     1732. 

1 1  That  a  catalogue  of  friends'  books  belonging  to  each  particular 

meeting  be  made,  and  a  regular  account  kept,  where,  or  in  whofe 
hands,  they  are  depofited,  in  order  that  upon  the  deceafe  of  any 
friends  in  pofleffion  of  fuch  books,  or  upon  any  other  occafion, 
the  faid  books  may  be  preferved  for  the  ufe  of  the  fociety.    1759. 

AhJ  vld.  Ttzldta.ScDtvc.  Stlajl  par. — Parents,  &c.  2.  13.  14.  15.— Poor  4. — Queries  8,  ./id'v,  F. — 

Scriptures  3.  6.  \^  paft. 


[     '5     ] 


CIVIL     GOVERNMENT. 


ADVISED  to  walk  wifely  and  circumfpectly  towards  all  men, 
in  the  peaceable  fpirit  of  Chrift  Jefus,  giving  no  offence  or  occafions 
to  thofe  in  outward  government,  nor  way  to  any  controverfies, 
heats,  and  diftradiions  of  this  world,  about  the  kingdoms  of  it ; 
but  to  pray  for  the  good  of  all,  and  fubmit  all  to  that  divine 
power  and  wifdom,  which  rules  over  the  kingdoms  of  men.    1689. 

It  is  advifed  that  friends  be  circumfpe(3:,  and  not  make  it  their 
bufmefs  to  difcourfe  of  the  outward  powers,  but  to  difcourage  all 
fuch  things  :  and  although  we  gave  plain  and  Chriftian  advice 
and  admonition  laft  year,  for  friends  to  beware  of  all  airy  dif- 
courfes,  difputes,  and  controverfies,  about  the  kingdoms  of  this 
world;  that  all  might  walk  circumfpedly  and  wifely,  in  fubjedion 
to  the  divine  and  over-ruling  power  and  wifdom  of  God  ;  yet 
contrariwife,  to  our  grief,  we  have  heard  too  much  complaint 
and  reflections,  occafioned  by  fome  who  have  not  obferved  a  true 
bridle  to  their  tongues,  but  have  been  too  bufy,  loofe,  and  airy, 
in  difcourfes  of  this  nature ;  and  therefore  we  do  exhort  and 
admonifh  all  fuch  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  as  they  have  refpecSt 
unto  his  holy  truth  and  innocent  people,  and  their  own  fafety,  to 
be  watchful,  careful,  and  circumfpedl  for  the  time  to  come  :  that 
none  may  fuffer  as  bufy-bodies,  or  bring  fuffering  or  reproach, 
or  caufe  jealoufics  to  be  raifed  upon  or  againft  others  that  are 
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innocent,  and  fingly  defire  the  prcfervation,  fafety,  and  peace  of 
all  friends,  in  truth  and  innocency  towards  all  men.    1690.  W.  E, 

3  This  meeting  was  well  fatisfied,  and  very  glad,   in  the  {en{e  it 

had  of  the  innocency  and  peaceablenefs  of  the  body  of  our  friends 

in  general  towards  the  civil  government ;  under  which  we  live, 

^..No.A.  and  enjoy  our  prefent  liberty  in  the  peaceable  exercife  of  our 

Cond.&Con-  .  . 

VL16. 4.  tender    confciences    towards  Almighty  God  ;  to  whom  we   are 

humbly  thankful  for  the  fame ;  being  obliged  to   demean   our- 
felves,  not  only  as  a  grateful  people,  but,   as  a  Chriftian  fociety, 
to  live  peaceably  and  inoffenfively  under  the  prefent  government, 
as  we  have  alv/ays  done  under  the  various  revolutions  of  govern- 
ment, ever  fince  we  were  a  people,  according  to  our  ancient 
principle  and  practice  ;  in  which  we  hope  we  fhall  ever  perfevere, 
according  as    we  are   enjoined  by  our  peaceable  Saviour  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  the  advice  of  his  faithful  .fervants  and  minifters  among 
us ;  we  being  a  people  clear,  in  the  fight  of  God,  from  all  evil 
defigns,   plots,    and  confpiracies  whatever,    and    hope    we   ihall 
continue  a  people  always  quiet  in  the  land,  having  nothing  but 
love  and  good-wdll  to   all  men.     for  which  end  we  earneftly 
defire,  that  a  care  may  not  be  wanting  among  you,  for  the  prcfer- 
vation of  our  whole  fociety,  in  that  innocent  life  and  peaceable 
converfation,  which  is  agreeable  to  our  Chriftian  principle  and 
profefiion  ;  wherein  we  have  from  the  beginning  found  our  fafety 
and  peace  with  God,  and  him  to  be  our  defence ;  being  fully 
perfuaded,   that  this  our   ancient  Chriftian    teftimony,  publicly 
owned  among  us,  none  can  gainfay,  nor  any  faithful  friends  can 
ever  decline  ;  being  afiured  that  the  Lord  will,   in  his  own  due 
time,  remove  all  offences,  and  caufelefs  jealoufies  and  reproaches, 
tending  to  cloud  our  innocency,  and  will  fet  his  own  power,  and 
the  peaceable  kingdom  of  his  dear  Son,  over  all.     1692.  W.  E. 
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In  regard  we  have  been   favoured  by  government  with  the  4 

enjoyment  of  our  religious  liberties,  in  common  with  other  pro- 
teftant  diffenters ;  and,  in  an  efpecial  manner,  relieved  by  the 
legiflature  in  feveral  cafes  which  peculiarly  concern  us  as  a  people  ; 
we  therefore  think  ourfelves  obliged  earneftly  to  advife  friends, 
that  they  be  particularly  careful  to  behave  with  all  dutifulnefs 
and  gratitude ;  and  efpecially  to  difcountenance  every  indecent 
mark  of  diifatisfadion  in  word  or  writing,  relating  to  the  govern- 
ment.     1730.  P.  E, 

We  obferve,  with  great  fatlsfadion,  from  the  accounts  received,  r 

that  friends  are  generally  careful  not  to  defraud  the  king  in  any 
branch  of  his  revenues,  nor  to  deal  in  goods  clandeftinely  im- 
ported:  we  moft  earneftly  exhort  the  fame  care  may  be  con-  v.Na.6^it. 
tinned  with  the  utmoft  diligence,  and  that  friends  keep  clear  of 
purchafmg  any  fuch  goods,  either  for  fale  or  private  ufe  j  from 
motives  of  gratitude  to  the  government,  and  juftice  to  our  fellow- 
fubjed:s.  For  though  we  cannot  for  confcience  fake  ad:ively 
comply  with  fome  things  enjoined  by  human  laws,  yet  the  v.mikhi. 
principles  we  profefs,  as  well  as  the  Holy  Scriptures,  require  that  '^  "' 
we  fhould  "  render  to  Cxfar  the  things  that  are  Caefar's,"  and 
be  punctual  in  the  payment  of  every  tribute,  which  we  can  juftly 
do,  without  ading  in  oppofition  to  that  facred  illumination  be- 
ftowed  upon  us  by  the  Father  of  Lights ;  not  only  to  teach,  but 
alfo  to  enable  us  to  perform,  every  duty  with  uprightnefs  and 
integrity  both  to  God,  and  to  thofe  who,  in  the  courfe  of  his 
Providence,  are  placed  in  authority.     1 757.  P.  E. 

In  order  to  promote  an  increafing  care  in  thefe  refpeds,  we  6 

entreat  all  duly  to  confider  that  by  being  accelTary,  in  any  degree,      "■'•  ^"^  5* 

c 
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to  the  continuance  of  fuch  unlawful  practices,   even  by  buying 
for  private   ufe   only,    encouragement   is  given   to   perjury   and 

bloodflied,  the  frequent  attendants  of  finuggling.      1786.   W.  E. 

7  We  think  it  incumbent  upon  us  to  exhort  friends  in  every 
place,  not  only  to  demean  themfelves  as  becomes  good  and  faithful 
fubjecls,  in  word  and  conduct ;  but  alfo  to  promote  the  like 
fentimcnts  of  duty  and  affection  among  thofe  over  whom  their 
influence  may  extend;  and  that  they  avoid  being  enfnared  by 
the  animofities  of  contending  parties,  or  any  thing  unbecoming 
the  ftability  and  uprightnefs  of  our  profefTion,  and  incompatible 
with  the  pure  and  peaceable  fpirit  of  our  holy  head,  the  Lord 
JefusChrifl.     1769.  P.  E. 

8  The  corrupt  and  immoral  praftices,  which  have  frequently 
attended  public  eledlions,  are  a  fcandal  to  the  Chriflian  name, 
and  would  be  very  reproachful  to  any  of  our  profefhon :  where- 
fore, if  any  amongfl  us  fhould  be  prevailed  upon  to  become 
managers  or  agents  in  eledions,  let  fuch  be  vifited,  and  laboured 
with,  in  order  to  convince  them  of  the  hurtful  and  reproachful 
confequences  that  may  enfue.      1774-  W.  E. 

o  The  principle  of  truth  calls  us  out  of  contention,  it  even  feeks 

not  its  own  end  by  means  produdive  of  animofity ;  much  lefs 
therefore  fhould  its  profefTors  indulge  themfelves  in  flrife,  for 
objeds  of  a  perifhing  nature:  fuch  are  the  defires  of  power  and 
advancement,  which  are  too  often  the  incitements  to  contefled 
eledions ;  and  were  even  the  purpofe  purer,  we  know  the  means 
are  polluted.  We  know  that  drunkennefs,  riot,  and  confufion, 
are  frequently  attendant  on  thefe  contefls;  and  how  can  any  in 
profefhon  with  us,  expofe  their  minds,  which  it  is  their  duty  to 
keep  unfpottcd  of  the  world,  to  fuch  contamination !    1 790.  W.  E. 
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We  trufl  we  are  called  to  fhew  forth  to  the  world  in  life  and  i  o 

pradice,  that  the  blefled  reign  of  the  MeiTiah,  the  Prince  of  Peace,       "'^r' 
is  begun  i  and  we  doubt  not  but  it  will  proceed,  till  it  attain  its 
completion  in  the   earth:   when,  according  to  the  prophecies  of 
Ifaiah  and  Micah,  "  Nation  fhall  not  lift  up  fword  ap;ainft  nation,     if^iah  ii.4. 
"  neither  fhall  they  learn  war  any  more.  '     Influenced  by  thefe 
principles,  we  cannot  confiftently  join  with  fuch  as  form  combi- 
nations of  a  hoftile  nature  againft  any;  much  lefs  in  oppofition 
to  thofe  providentially  placed,  either  in  fovereign  or  fubordinate 
authority ;  nor  can  we  unite  with,  or  encourage,  fuch  as  revile 
and  afperfe  them:  for  it  is  written,  **  Thou  fhalt  not  fpeak  evil    Aasxxiii.  j. 
*'  of  the  ruler  of  thy  people."     1775*  P«  E. 

As  our  teftimony  hath  ever  been,  and  ftill  is,  againft  defrauding  1 1 

the  king  of  any  of  hie  cuftoms,  xluties,  or  excife  ;  buying  goods,  f.  Qu":iesz, 
reafonably  fufpe£ted  to  be  run ;  exporting  wool,  or  any  other  goods 
prohibited  by  law ;  or  doing  any  other  thing  whatfoever,  to  the 
injury  of  the  king's  revenues,  or  of  the  common  good,  or  to  the 
hurt  of  the  fair  trader;  fo  if  any  perfon  or  perfons  under  our  name 
and  profeflion  fhall  be  known  to  be  guilty  of  thefe,  or  any  fuch 
crimes  and  offences,  we  do  earneftly  advife  the  refpedive  monthly 
meetings  to  which  fuch  offenders  belong,  that  they  reprehend 
and  teftify  againft  fuch  offenders,  and  their  unwarrantable,  clan- 
deftine,  and  unlawful  actions,  and  admonifh  them  to  make 
reftitution  for  the  wrong  done  to  government,  and  the  holy  truth 
profcffed  by  us.     1719.  P.  E. 


c  2 
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I  IT  is  much  upon  us  to  put  friends  in  remembrance  to  keep  to 

the  ancient  teftimony,  truth  begat  in  our  hearts  in  the  beginning, 
againft  the  fpirit  of  this  world ;  for  which  many  have  fufFered 
cruel  mockings,  beating,  ftoning,  &c.  particularly  as  to  the  corrupt 
fafhions,  dealings,  and  language  of  the  world,  their  over-reachings 
and  vain  jeftings ;  that  the  crofs  of  Chrift  in  all  things  may  be 
kept  to,  which  preferves  friends  blamelefs,  and  honours  the  Lord's 
name  and  truth  in  the  earth.     1675.  W.  E. 

2  Advifed  to  keep  under  the  leadings  and  guidance  of  the  Spirit 
""'^S"^^''     of  truth  in  their  outward  habits,  and  fafhions  thereof;  not  fuffering 

the  fpirit  of  the  world  to  get  over  them,  in  a  luft  to  be  like  unto 
it  in  things  ufelefs  and  fuperfluous ;  left  it  prevail  upon  them, 
by  giving  a  little  way  to  it,  till  it  leads  them  from  the  fimplicity 
and  plainnefs  that  becomes  the  gofpel ;  and  fo  from  one  vain 
liberty  to  another,  till  they  come  to  lofe  the  bleffed  liberty  that 
is  in  Chrift,  into  which  they  were  in  a  meafure  redeemed  ;  and  fall 
back  into  the  bondage  of  the  world's  fpirit,  and  grow  up  into  the 
liberty  of  the  flefti,  with  the  lufts  and  concupifcence  thereof;  and 
fo  lofe  both  their  name  and  place  in  the  truth,  as  too  many  have 
done.     1688.  P.  E. 

3  Advifed,  in  God's  holy  fear  to  watch  againft,  and  keep  out,  the 
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fpirit  and  corrupt  friendfhip  of  the  world ;  and  that  no  fellowfhip 
may  be  held  or  had  with  the  unfruitful  works  of  darknefs,  nor 
therein  with  the  workers  thereof: — and  to  avoid  unneceflary  fre-    •:-.  Queries 
quenting  of  taverns,  alehoufes^  all  loofenefs,  excefs,  and  unpro-      3'  ^  f,  ' 
fitable  and  idle  difcourfes,  mif-fpending  their  precious  time  and      Temp.i.2.4, 
fubftance  to  the  difhonour   of  truth,   and  fcandal  of  our  holy 
profeffion.     1691.  W.  E. 

Advifed,  that  all  walk  with  much  circumfpedion,  fear,   and  4 

humility  before  the  Lord,  under  a  fenfe  of  our  prefent  outward 
liberty,  and  the  temporal  mercies  that  have  for  fome  years  attended 
the  fame;  that  our  love  and  fervice  for  the  Lord,  and  his  holy 
truth  and  church,  may  have  the  preference  of  our  worldly  bufmefs 
in  our  thoughts,  left  we  Ihould  incur  his  difpleafure,  for  an 
ungrateful  neglect  of  our  duty  and  thankfulnefs  to  him  -,  for  it 
has  fometimes  pleafed  the  Lord  to  deprive  his  people  of  the 
favours  they  abufe;  though  he  is  a  God  flow  to  anger,  and  of 
long-fufTering  towards  his  children.      1707.   P.  E. 

Advifed  againft  a  declenfion  crept  in  among  us,  by  unbecoming  r 

geftures,  in  cringing  and  bowing  the  body  by  way  of  falutation, 
which  ought  not  to  be  taught  or  countenanced.      1718.  W.  E. 

It  is  earneftly  recommended  to  all  friends,  refortlng  to  any  of  ^ 

our  annual  or  other  meetings,  to  be  very  careful  at  their  inns,  or 
other  places  where  they  may  lodge  or  converfe,  to  be  prudent  in 
all  manner  of  behaviour,  both  in  public  and  private ;  avoiding 
all  intemperance  in  eating  and  drinking,  and  likewife  foolifh  v,  iv..3&7, 
jefting,  or  an)^  undue  liberty  whatfoever ;  that  our  converfation, 
feafoned   with    the    fear   of    God,    may   appear   correfpondent 
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to  our  profeffion,  and  anfwer   the  witnefs  of  God  in  others. 
1 73 1.  W,  E. —  i8oi. 

Friends  are  alfo  advifed  to  be  careful  of  their  conduct  at  all 
times,  and  on  all  occaiions,  that  no  ftumbling-block  be  laid  in 
the  way  of  honell  inquirers,  nor  offence  given  to  tender  young 

Matth-v.  7.6.  convinced  friends.  "  Let  your  light  fo  fhine  before  men, 
*'  that  they  may  fee  your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father 
*'  which    is    in  heaven,"      Let    us  walk   wifely   towards   thofe 

a.Mod.&Temp.   that •  are  without,  as  well  as  thofe  within:  let  our   moderation 

Queries  ' 

^'f'p^/  and  prudence,  as  well  as  truth  and  juftice,  appear  to  all  men,  and 
vii-TaV^'  ^^  a^^  things,  in  trading  and  commerce,  in  fpeech  and  communi- 
Trade,/^..  ^.^tjoj^^  j^  catlug  and  drinking,  in  habit  and  furniture;  and, 
through  all,  in  a  meek,  lowly,  quiet  fpirit;  that  as  we  profefs  to 
be  a  fpiritual-minded  people,  we  may  appear  to  be  fuch  as, 
being  bounded  by  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  fhew  forth  the  power  of 
that  divine  principle  we  make  profeffion  of,  by  a  converfation 
every  way  agreeable  thereunto.     1 73 1  •  P*  E» 

8  Seeing  it  is  evident  that  evil  communications  corrupt  good 
awns,  c.    j^^j^p^^j.g^  ^Q  recommend  with  much  affedion  to    our   young 

friends,  that  they  be  very  careful  to  avoid  all  fuch  company,  as 
by  a  light  and  vain  converfation  would  tend  to  alienate  their 
minds  from  the  love  of  virtue  and  fobriety.      1734.  P.  E. 

9  It  is  with  much  grief  and  concern,  that  we  obferve  in  fome  a 
declenfion  from  the  way   of   righteoufnefs    and  truth,    as    well 

^/.  piainnefs  9.  as  from  the  plainneis  of  habit,  and  fimplicity  of  fpeech  and 
behaviour,  which  were  fo  confpicuous  in  our  early  friends,  and 
many  of  their  offspring.  This  declenfion,  we  apprehend,  arifes 
from  a  difregard  to  the  divine  light  and  truth  they  have  often 
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been  recommended  to,  as  the  regulator  of  their  words  and 
adions.  By  a  careful,  confcientious  regard  to  this,  the  holy  men 
in  all  ages  obtained  a  good  report ;  and  our  ancients,  and  many  of 
their  immediate  offspring,  were  comely  in  the  eyes  of  the  nation 
for  their  folid  deportment,  and  religious  regard  to  their  words 
and  actions ;  a  godly  fear  refting  upon  their  minds,  that  the 
precious  truth  and  principle  v/hich  they  profefled,  and  felt  the 
bleffed  effeds  of,  might  not  fuffer  reproach  from  their  mifcondud. 
The  like  holy  concern  now  would  tend  to  regulate  our  youth. 
This  would  inflrud  them  to  avoid  all  pride  and  affedation,  and 
endue  them  with  humility,  modefty,  and  virtue,  which  recom- 
mend to  the  favour  of  God,  and  a  good  efteem  among  men, 
A  religious  regard  to  the  principle  of  light  and  truth,  God's 
witnefs  in  the  mind  and  heart  of  man,  ever  produces  the  moft 
beneficial  effeds,  as  well  to  fociety  in  general,  as  to  every  one 
in  particular.  This  would  introduce  univerfal  love,  peace,  and 
concord,  among  mankind.  This  would  fweeten  the  bitter  fpirit, 
mollify  and  affuage  the  fierce  and  violent  difpofitions  of  men, 
mutually  endear  relations  and  friends,  and  bring  all  into  the  unity 
and  fellowfhip  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  the  fruits  v/hereof,  the  apoflle 
declareth,  are  joy,  peace,  long-fufiering,  brotherly  kindnefs,  and 
charity.  We  do  therefore  moft  earneftly  recommend  a  flrid 
attention  to  this  holy  and  divine  principle,  to  friends  every  where, 
and  in  a  particular  manner  to  the  youth  of  the  prefent  generation. 
iJ2i^*     P.  E. 

We  befeech  you.  In  your  ordinary  converfation  among  men,        lo 
let  your  words  be  few  and  favoury,  and  obferve  the  precept  of     "•  ^^"-  '^' 
the   apoflle,     **  Let  no  corrupt  communication  proceed  out  of     cph.  iv.jj 
"your  mouth:"  fo  may  your  good  example,  and  the  gravity  and 
circumfpedion  of  your  condud  and  behaviour,  minifler  matter 
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of  juft  rebuke  to  thofe  who  know  not  a  bridle  to  their  tongue, 
Prov.  X.  19.     and  who  feem  not  fufhciently  aware,  that  "  in  the  multitude  of 
"  words  there  wanteth  not  fin."     ^755-  P*  E» 

1 1  Our  concern  is  to  revive  a  truth  which  is  worthy  of  general 
remembrance,  that  no  affectation  of  fmgularity  was  the  caufe  of 
a  demeanour  both  civil  and  religious  in  our  forefathers,  (or  in  the 
faithful  of  this  day,)  different  in  many  refped:s  from  the  conduct 
of  thofe  among  whom  we  dwell ;  but  they,  beholding  the  vanity, 
unprofitablenefs,  and  infincerity  of  the  falutations,  cuftoms,  and 
fafhions  of  the  world,  and  regarding  the  examples  of  our  bleffed 
Saviour  and  his  followers,  with  the  frequent  teftimonies  recorded 
in  holy  writ  to  the  neceffity  of  a  felf-denying  life  and  conver- 
fation,  together  with  the  law  and  the  teftimony  revealed  in  their 

Rom.  xii.  z.  hearts,  retained  in  view  the  injundlion  of  the  apoftle,  Not  to 
be  conformed  to  this  world,  but  to  be  transformed  by  the 
renewing  of  the  mind,  that  we  "  may  prove  what  is  that  good, 
"  and  acceptable,  and  perfect  will  of  God."  May  an  uprightnefs 
of  heart,  as  in  the  fight  of  God,  ever  attend  this  fimplicity  of 
appearance,  that  none,  by  a  conduct  inconfiftent  therewith,  may 
furnifli  occafion  for  the  teftimony  to  be  evil  fpoken  of,  or  defpifed. 
J761.  P.  E. 

12  Frequent  waiting  in  ftillnefs  on  the  Lord  for  the  renewal  of 
flrength,  keeps  the  mind  at  home  in  its  proper  place  and  duty, 
and  out  of  all  unprofitable  affociation  and  converfe,  whether 
amongft  thofe  of  our  own,  or  other  profeffions.  Much  hurt  may 
accrue  to  the  religious  mind  by  long  and  frequent  converfatioa 
on  temporal  matters,  efpecially  by  interefting  ourfelves  too  much 
in  them  ;  for  there  is  a  leaven  therein,  which,  being  fuffered  to 
prevail,  indifpofes  and  benumbs  the  foul,  and  prevents  its  frequent 
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afcendings  in  living  afpirations  towards  the  Fountain  of  eternal 
life.     1770.  P.  E. 

We  clearly  rank  the  pradice  of  hunting  and  fhooting  for        13 
diverfion,  with  vain  fports  :   and  we  believe  the  awakened  mind       n    •    , 
may  fee,  that  even  the  leifure  of  thofe  whom  Providence  hath       ^  ^^' 
permitted  to  have  a  competence  of  worldly  goods,  is  but  ill  filled 
up  with  thefe  amufements.     Therefore,  being  not  onlv  account- 
able  for  our  fubilance,  but  alfo  for  our  time,  let  our  leifure  be 
employed  in  ferving  our  neighbour,   and  not  in  diflreffing  the 
creatures  of  God  for  our  amufement.     1795.     W.  E. 

And  '■jtd.  Civ.  Gov.  pafs. — Conv.  Perfons  5. — Matters,  &c.  /a/}.— Meet,  for  Worfii.  13.— 
Parents,  &c.  6.  10. 14.  tff /.«/-.— Queries  a,  ^IF,  It^IU.  55'/'<?/i.--Rem.  &  Sett.  I.  3.9.— 
Trade, /<7/i.— War  z. — Youth, /<j/}. 
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I  WE  efleem  it  very  neceffary,  that  young  convinced  and  well 

Inclined  perfons  and  friends,  be  early  vifited  in  the  love  of  God, 
by  faithful  friends  ;  for  their  encouragement,  help,  and  furthe- 
rance in  the  truth.      1710.  P.  E. 

2  For  the  fake  of  tender  and  young  convinced  friends,  an  earneft 

*^-  ■^*'  3-  concern  is  on  the  minds  of  many,  that  no  occafion  of  ftumbling 
or  offence  be  laid  in  their  way ;  but  that  all  fuch  as  have  made 
longer  profeffion  of  the  way  of  truth,  may  be  careful  to  walk  in 
all  holinefs  and  uprightnefs  of  converfation,  and  in  an  humble 
waiting  upon  the  Lord ;  that  their  example  may  tend  to  the  en- 
couragement and  ftrengthening  of  thofe  who  have  been  more 
lately  vifited,  to  a  Iteady  and  conftant  perfeverance  in  the  path 
into  which  the  Lord  hath  directed  their  feet.     i737-  P.  E. 

-5  As  we  have  received  comfortable  accounts,  from  divers  parts, 

of  a  convincement  amongft  the  people,  fo  as  to  join  with  us  in 

.  c   d  &       profeffion  ;  we  earneftly  entreat  that  a  holy  care  may  reft  upon 

M°eerfo/    ^^^  profeffors  of  truth,  to  walk  circurafpedtly  as  good  examples ; 

Worih.  8.     ^j^^^^  -j^  ^  particular  manner,  the  minifters  and  elders  may  carefully 

watch  that  their  condu6t  may  be  to  the  edification  and  ftrength 

of  the  honeft,  though  fometimes  weak,  inquirers. 
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And  that  friends  be  careful  to  lay  hands  fuddenly  on  no  man,  -u.No.s. 
but  diftlnguifh  between  a  true  Chriftian  tendernefs  to  help  the 
weak,  and  a  hafty  reception  of  thofe  under  convincement,  into 
memberfhip  with  us ;  which  has  often  hurt  the  particulars,  by 
fettling  them  in  a  falfe  reft,  and  been  very  injurious  to  the  repu- 
tation of  the  fociety.      1753.  W.  E. 

We  have  received  accounts,  this  year  as  well  as  in  preceding  4 

years,  that  divers  perfons  have  joined  our  fociety  by  convince- 
ment.— For  you  of  this  defcription,  we  feel  a  tender  care,  that, 
after  admittance  into  memberfhip,  you  may  not  meafure  your- 
felves  by  others  ;  nor  take  up  a  reft  ftiort  of  the  true  reft.  Seek 
rather  an  increafe  in  the  heavenly  principle  which  comes  by 
Jefus  Chrift,  the  true  and  holy  pattern  for  his  flock.  Thus 
only,  will  your  union  with  us  contribute  to  your  advantage  ;  and 
thus  only,  will  the  increafe  of  numbers  produce  an  increafe  of  the 

joy-    1799-  P-E.. 

Advifed,  that  monthly  meetings  lay  hands  on  no  man  fuddenly,  5 

nor  fpeedily  admit  any,  who  may  come  to  friends'  meetings  as 
convinced  perfons,  into  memberfhip,  efpecially  fuch  as  difcover 
an  earneftnefs  for  a  fpeedy  admiflion  into  communion  with  us, 
without  a  feafonable  time  to  confider  their  condud:.  Let  the 
innocency  of  their  lives  and  converfation  firft  be  manifefted,  and 
a  deputation  of  judicious  friends  be  made,  to  inquire  into  the  o  wom.Meet. 
fmcerity  of  their  convincement  of  the  truth  of  our  religious 
principles^  and  let  this  appear  to  the  fatisfad:ion  of  the  monthly 
meeting,  previoufly  to  their  admiflion.      1764. 

Uindvld.  Meet,  for  Suff.  12.— Monthly  Meet.  Ii. 
D2 
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COVETOUSNESS. 


X  LET  none  flrive  nor  covet  to  be  rich  in  this  world,   in  thefe 

changeable  things  that  will  pafs  away ;  but  let  your  faith  ftand 
in  the  Lord  God  who  changes  not,  that  created  all,  and  gives 
the  increafe  of  all.     1676. 

2  We  do,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  warn  and  charge 

all  that  profefs  the  truth  amongft  us,   to  take  heed  and  beware  of 

v.Coni.k        covetoufnefs,  over-reaching,  oppreffing,  and  defrauding  of  any, 

^!,""        from  whence  ftrife,  contention,  and  law-fuits  do  often  arife  ;  and 

s.^.r/.       jf  ^j^y.  difference  about  thefe  things  do  happen  among  you,  to 

w.  Arbitr.  5.     flop  and  fupprefs  it.     1697.  P.  E. 

^  And  let  all  be  exhorted  to  abide  under  the  daily  crofs,  whereby 

».  Cond.&  the  earthly  mind  may  be  crucified,  which  hath  its  delights  and 
eafe  in  vanity,  pride,  and  covetoufnefs  ;  that  friends,  being  pre- 
f«rved  out  of  thofe  things  wherein  the  enemy  hath  had,  and  has, 
his  kingdom,  and  too  plainly  lays  his  fnares  to  hinder  their  holy 
progrefs,  may  every  where  be  more  and  more  a  retired,  ferious, 
plain,  and  felf-denying  people ;  growing  in  the  grace  and  know- 
ledge of  God,  and  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  exalting  his  fpiritual 
kingdom  in  their  fouls.     1699.   P*  ^• 

4  As  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift  exhorted  and  warned  to 
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beware  and  take  heed  of  covetoufnefs,  which  is  idolatry,  we  are 
concerned,  that  all  among  us,  may  take  heed  of  pride,  covetouf- 
nefs, and  haftening  to  be  rich  in  the  world,  which  are  pernicious  ^'^^^'jj^' 
and  growing  evils :  let  them  be  watched  againft,  refilled,  and 
fuppreffed  in  the  fear  and  dread  of  Almighty  God,  and  have  no 
place  or  countenance  in  his  camp.      1720.  P.  E. 

We  befeech  you  to  fland  upon  your  guard  againft  the  allure-  5 

ments  and  temptations  of  this  evil  world ;  and  beware  of  an  "'^"f '  \"^ 
ambitious  and  covetous  fpirit,  by  which  many  are  infnared  in  too 
eager  a  purfuit  of  earthly  enjoyments;  the  danger  of  which  is 
thus  defcribed  by  the  apoftle  Paul :  *'  They  that  will  be  rich,  fall  iTim.  vi.9,10, 
**  into  temptation,  and  a  fnare,  and  into  many  foolifh  and  hurtful 
**  lufts,  which  drown  men  in  deftru<5tion  and  perdition :  for  the 
*'  love  of  money  is  the  root  of  all  evil ;  which  while  fome  coveted 
"  after,  they  have  erred  from  the  faith,  and  pierced  themfelves 
"  through  with  many  forrows."  Beware  therefore,  dearly 
beloved,  left  you  alfo,  being  led  afide  by  the  love  of  this  world, 
and  the  deceitfulnefs  of  riches,  fall  from  your  own  ftedfaftnefs. 
1740.  P.  E. 

The  great  deception  of  mankind  is,  that  they  look  for  happi-  6 

nefs  where  it  is  not ;  are  infnared  by  the  love  of  the  world,  and 
the  deceitfulnefs  of  riches,  which,  *' while  fome  coveted  after,  iTim.vi.  lo, 
'*  they  have  erred  from  the  faith  ;"  have  abufed  what  they  fhould 
have  made  good  ufe  of,  and  hurt  themfelves  with  the  means 
given  for  the  help  of  others:  the  love  of  money  fhutting  up  their 
hearts  from  the  exercife  of  charity,  in  proportion  to  the  fubftance 
beftowed  on  them.     1746.  P.  E. 

Andvid.  Lib.  to  the  Poor  5.— Matters,  &c.  4.— Slave  Tr.  &c.  10,  /a/?^<,r.— Trade  7. 


[     3°     ] 


DAYS     and     TIMES. 


1  AD  VI S  E  D,  that  friends  keep  to  their  wonted  example  and  tefti- 
mony,  again  ft  the  fuperftitious  obfervation  of  days.      1691.  P.  E. 

2  That  all  friends  keep  to  the  fimplicity  of  truth,  and  our  ancient 
"'  R^''  ^d         teftimony,  in  calling  the  months  and  days  by  fcripture  names,  and 

not  by  heathen.      1697.   P.  E. 


To  the  Quarterly  and  Monthly  Meetings  of  Friends  in 
Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  America, 

Dear  Friends, 

Purfuant  to  the  dire£tions  of  the  laft  yearly  meeting, 
in  relation  to  an  ad  made,  the  laft  feffion  of  parliament,  for  regu- 
lating the  commencement  of  the  year,  and  correding  the  calendar 
now  in  ufe,  this  meeting  hath  thought  convenient  to  communicate 
unto  you  the  following  advices  : 

By  the  faid  adt  it  is  ordered  and  enabled,   that  the  '  fuppu- 

*  tation,  according  to  which  the  year  of  our  Lord  beginneth  on 

*  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  fhall  not  be  made  ufe  of  from 

*  and  after  the  laft  day  of  December,    1751  ;  and  that  the  firft 

*  day  of  January  next  following  the  faid  laft  day  of  December, 

*  fhall  be  reckoned,  taken,  deemed,  and  accounted  to  be  the 
'  firft  day  of  the  year  of  our  Lord  1752,'  and  fo  on,  from  time 
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to  time,  that   *  the  firft  day  of  January  In  every  year,  which 
'  fhall  happen  in  time  to  come,  fliall  be  reckoned,  taken,  deemed, 

*  and  accounted  to  be  the  firft  day  of  the  year ;  and  that  each 
'  new  year   fliall    accordingly   commence,   and    begin    to    be 

*  reckoned,  from  the  firft  day  of  every  fuch  month  of  January.' 
Firjl.     That  in  all  the  records  and  w^iitings  of  friends,  from 

and  after  the  laft  day  of  the  Tenth  Month,  called  December,  next, 
the  computation  of  time  eftablifhed  by  the  faid  ad,  fhould  be  ob- 
ferved;  and  that  accordingly  the  firft  day  of  the  Eleventh  Month, 
commonly  called  January,  next,  fhall  be  reckoned  and  deemed, 
by  friends,  the  firft  day  of  the  Firft  Month  of  the  year  1752,  and 

Firft 

Second 

Third 

Fourdi 

Fifth 

Sixth 

Seventh 

Eighth 

Ninth 

Tenth 

Eleventh 

Twelfth 

Secondly,  And  whereas  for  the  more  regular  computation  of 
time,  the  fame  a6t  of  parliament  doth  dired,  that  the  natural 
day  next  immediately  following  the  *  fecond  day  of  September ' 
in  the  year  1752,  *  fhall  be  called,  reckoned,  and  accounted  to 
'  be  the  fourteenth  day  of  September,  omitting  for  that  time  only 
*  the  eleven  intermediate  days  of  the  common  calendar;' — that 
friends  fhould  be  found  in  the  obfervance  of  this  direction,  and 
omit  the  faid  eleven  nominal  days  accordingly. 
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And  we  think  it  may  be  ufeful  and  expedient,  on  the  prefent 
occafion,  to  revive  in  your  remembrance  fome  of  the  motives 
which  induced  our  ancient  friends  to  forbear  the  vulgar  appellations 
of  the  months  and  davs,  and  to  obferve  in  their  converfations  and 
writings  fuch  names  as  were  agreeable  to  fcripture,  and  the  prac- 
tice of  good  men  therein  recorded. 

The  children  of  Ifrael,  the  people  whom  God  chofe  out  of  all 
the  families  of  the  earth  to  place  his  name  among,  and  to  make 
himfelf  known  unto,  were  ftridly  commanded,  not  only  to  abftain. 
from  the  idolatrous  practices  of  the  nations,  in  the  midft  of  whom 
they  dwelt,  but  were  enjoined  to  be  circumfped  in  all  things 
Exod.  xxiii.  13.  that  the  Lord  commanded ;  and  even,  to  make  no  mention 
of  the  name  of  other  gods,  neither  to  let  it  be  heard  out  of 
their  mouth.  This  injundlion  was  not  relative  to  any  legal 
or  typical  rites,  external  ceremonies,,  or  inftitutions  of  the  law 
peculiar  to  the  Jewifli  nation,  but  was  a  perpetual  command  and 
ftanding  ordinance,  refpeding  the  honour  of  the  One  Almighty 
Being,  the  fame  yefterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever;  and  as  fuch  ought 
to  be  regarded  by  us,  and  by  all  the  generations  of  thofe  who 
with  the  heart  believe,  as  well  as  with  the  tongue  confefs,  '*  that 
Dcut.  iv.  35.  "  the  Lord  he  is  God,"  and  that  "there  is  none  elfe  befides  him  ;'* 
ifdiah xiii. 8.  who  hath  declared,  **  I  am  the  Lord;  that  is  my  name;  and 
"  my  glory  will  I  not  give  to  another,  neither  my  praife  to 
"  graven  images,'* 

Convinced  of  this  great  and  everlafting  truth,  both  by  the  tefti- 
mony  of  the  Holy  Scripture,  and  the  manifeftation  of  that  divine 
principle,  which  leads  thofe  who  are  faithful  to  its  teachings, 
from  all  that  would  difhonour  the  name  of  God,  either  in  word 
or  deed,  our  ancient  friends  were  confcientioufly  concerned  to 
refrain  from  the  ufe  of  thofe  names  of  months  and  days,  which 
had  been  afcribed  by  way  of  honour  to  the  idols  of  the  heathen. 
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and  in  conformity  to  their  falfe  worfhips:  this  concern  reded 
upon  them,  from  a  firm  perfuafion,  that  the  glorious  gofpel 
day  and  time  was  come,  wherein  tlie  Lord  was  fulfilling  his 
covenant  wath  Ifrael,  viz.  "I  will  take  away  the  names  of  Hofcaii.  17. 
"  *  Baalim  out  of  his  mouth,  and  they  fhall  no  more  be  remem- 
"  bered  by  their  name." 

And  that  you  may  the  more  clearly  difcern  the  importance  of 
that  Chriftian  teftimony  borne  by  our  predeccflbrs  in  this  cafe, 
we  recommend  w^hat  follows  to  your  ferious  confideration :  viz. 

A  brief  account  of  the  origin  of  the  names  of  fome  months  of 
the  year,  and  of  all  the  days  of  the  week,  now  cuflomarily 
and  commonly  ufed. 

I.  January  was  fo  called  from  Janus,  an  ancient  king  of  Italy^ 
whom  heathenifh  fuperftition  had  deified,  to  whom  a  temple  w^as 
built,  and  this  month  dedicated. 

II.  February  was  fo  called  from  Februa,  a  word  denoting 
purgation  by  facrifices ;  it  being  ufual  in  this  month  for  the  priefts 
of  the  heathen  god  Pan  to  offer  facrifices,  and  perform  certain 
rites ;  conducing,  as  was  fuppofed,  to  the  cleanfing  or  purgation 
of  the  people. 

III.  March  w^as  fo  denominated  from  Mars,  feigned  to  be  the 
god  of  war,  whom  Romulus,  founder  of  the  Roman  empire, 
pretended  to  be  his  father. 

IV.  April  is  generally  fuppofed  to  derive  its  name  from  the 
Greek  appellation  of  Venus,  an  imaginary  goddefs  worshipped  by 
the  Romans. 

♦This  word  Baalim,  being  the  plural  numher  of  Baal,  fignifying  Lord,  has  relation  to  the  names  af 
divers  idols  of  the  heathen  worfliipped  in  feveral  places. 
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V.  May  IS  fald  to  have  been  fo  called  from  Maia  the  mother 
of  Mercury,  another  of  their  pretended  ethnic  deities,  to  whom  in 
this  month  they  paid  their  devotions. 

VI.  June  is  faid  to  take  its  name  from  Juno,  one  of  the  fup- 
pofed  goddefles  of  the  heathen. 

VII.  July,  fo  called  from  Julius  Csefar,  one  of  the  Roman 
emperors,  who  gave  his  own  name  to  this  month,  which  before 
was  called  Quintilis,  or  the  Fifth. 

VIII.  Auguft,  fo  named  in  honour  of  Auguftus  Csefar,  another 
of  the  Roman  emperors.  This  month  was  before  called  Sextilis, 
cr  the  Sixth*. 

The  other  four  months,  namely,  September,  Odober,  Novem- 
ber, and  December,  ftill  retain  their  numerical  Latin  names; 
which,  according  to  the  late  regulation  of  the  calendar,  will  for 
the  future  be  improperly  applied.  However,  from  the  continued 
ufe  of  them  hitherto,  as  well  as  from  the  pradice  of  the  Jews 
before  the  Babylonifh  captivity  f,  it  feemeth  highly  probable,  that 
the  method  of  diftinguifhing  the  months  by  their  numerical  order 
only,  was  the  moft  ancient,  as  it  is  the  moft  plain,  fimple,  and 
rationaL 

As  the  idolatrous  Romans  thus  gave  names  to  feveral  of  the 
months  in  honour  of  their  pretended  deities  :  fo  the  like  idolatry 
prevailing  among  our  Saxon  anceftors,  induced  them  to  call  the 
days  of  the  week  by  the  name  of  the  idol,  which  on  that  day  they 
peculiarly  worfliipped.     Hence 

The  Firft  day  of  the  week  was  by  them  called  Sunday,  from 
their  cuftomary  adoration  of  the  Sun  upon  that  day. 

The  Second  day  of  the  week  they  called  Monday,  from  their 
ufual  cuftom  of  worfhipping  the  Moon  on  that  day. 

*Macrob.  Saturn,  lib.  I.  cap.  iz. 
*]■  Fid,  the  Scriptures  to  the  Time  of  Ezra. 
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The  Third  day  of  the  week  they  named  Tuefday,  in  honour 
of  one  of  their  idols  called  Tuifco. 

The  Fourth  day  of  the  week  was  called  Wednefday,  from  the 
appellation  of  Woden,  another  of  their  idols. 

The  Fifth  day  of  the  week  was  called  Thurfday,  from  the 
name  of  an  idol  called  Thor,  to  whom  they  paid  their  devotions 
upon  that  day. 

The  Sixth  day  of  the  week  was  termed  Friday,  from  the  name 
of  Friga,  an  imaginary  goddefs  by  them  worfhipped. 

The  Seventh  day  they  ftyled  Saturday,  as  is  fuppofed  from 
Saturn,  or  Seater,  by  them  then  worfhipped*. 

In  the  ages  of  popifli  fuperflition,  not  only  the  ufe  of  fuch 
heathenifh  names  and  cuftoms  were  indulged,  but  alfo  other 
unfound  and  unfcriptural  pradices  in  religion  were  invented  and 
introduced.  For  when  the  profefTion  of  the  Chriftian  religion 
became  national,  multitudes  of  the  heathen  priefts,  whofe  intereft 
lay  in  the  performance  of  rites,  ceremonies,  and  facrifices, 
embraced  prevailing  Chriftianity  with  felfifh  views ;  and  laboured 
early,  with  too  much  fuccefs,  to  find  employment  for  themfelves, 
by  impofmg  on  the  people  a  new  fet  of  ceremonies  and  facrifices, 
bearing  fome  refemblance  to  thofe,  which  in  their  former  llatc 
of  heathenifm  they  had  been  accuftomed  to.  From  this  corrupt 
fource  fprang  the  popifh  facrifice  of  the  mafs,  the  celebration  of 
which,  at  particular  times,  and  on  particular  occafions,  gave  rife 
to  the  vulgar  names  of  Michaelmas,  Martinmas,  Chriftmas,  and 
the  like. 

Seeing  therefore  that  thefe  appellations  and  names  of  days, 
months,  and  times,  are  of  an  idolatrous  or  fuperftitious  original, 
contrary  to  the  divine  command,  the  practice  of  good  and  holy 

*  F'lJ.  Verftegan,  and  Sheringham. 
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men  in  former  ages,  and  repugnant  to  the  Chriftian  teftlmony 
borne  by  our  faithful  friends  and  predeceiTors  in  the  truth,  for 
the  fake  of  which  they  patiently  endured  many  revilings;  let 
neither  the  reproach  of  fingularity,  nor  the  fpecious  reafonings 
of  fuch  as  would  evade  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  turn  you  afide  from 
the  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel ;  nor  difcourage  you  from  keeping  to 
the  language  of  truth,  in  denominating  the  months  and  days 
according  to  the  plain  and  fcriptural  way  of  exprellion:  thereby 
following  the  example  of  our  worthy  elders,  and  coming  up  in  a 
noble  and  honourable  teftimony  againft  thefe,  and  all  other 
remains  of  idolatry  and  fuperflition. 

From  the  Meeting  for  SuiFerings  in  London, 
the  fixth  day  of  the  Seventh  Month,  1 75 1 . 


4  There  being  fome  difagreement  in  the  conduct   of  friends, 

refpediing  the  obfervance  of  days  appointed  by  the  government 

for  fafts,  and  the  illumination  of  the  windows  of  their  houfes, 

upon   what  are   called  rejoicing  nights;  which  not  only  affords 

occafion  of  triumph  to  the  enemies  of  truth,  but  likewife  increafes 

the  weight  of  the  fufferings  of  fuch  friends  as  are  confcientioufly 

concerned    to    maintain    inviolably  our   ancient   and   Chriftian 

teftimony  in  thefe  refpeds  ;    it  is  defired  and  advifed  by  this 

meeting,  that  wherever  a  defection  of  this  kind  appears,  fome 

friends  treat  with  the  unfaithful  herein,  in  a  fpirit  of  love  and 

tendernefs,   in   order  that  fuch  may  be  awakened  to  a  ferious 

confideration  of  their  duty,  and  encouraged  to  a  faithful  difcharge 

thereof.   1759. — 1801, 

5  As  the  merciful  vifjtations  of  the  God  of  all  grace  are  flill 
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tenewed,  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord,  by  him  to  reconcile 
all  things  unto  himfelf,  let  us  receive  with  meeknefs  the  ingrafted 
word,  which  is  able  to  fave  our  fouls ;  that  we  may  experience 
an  advancement  in  the  work  of  redemption  from  the  lufts  of  this 
world,  and  our  minds  be  eftablifhed  in  peace.  And  as  we  are 
preferved  in  a  conftant  fenfe  of  his  juftice,  wifdom,  and  mercy, 
we  fhall  fear  always,  and  therein  fall  acceptably  to  the  Lord ;  and 
being  enabled  to  wafh  our  hands  in  innocency,  may  compafs  the 
altar  of  God;  and,  under  thefe  neceiTary  qualifications,  pour  forth 
our  fouls  before  him,  for  the  enlargement  of  his  kingdom  on 
earth,  and  the  increafe  of  that  righteoufnefs  which  exalts  a 
nation.  An  humble  and  grateful  fenfe  of  the  mercies  of  our 
heavenly  Father,  every  way  extended,  will  alfo  remain  with  us, 
and  fill  our  hearts  with  thankfgiving  and  praife  to  himfelf;  a  tribute 
ever  due  to  him  from  all  his  people,  and  to  be  acknowledged 
with  the  deepeft  folemnity;  not  with  thofe  tumultuous  demon- 
ftrations  of  joy,  which  are  often  attended  with  rioting  and 
drunkennefs  ;  and  inftead  of  being  acceptable  to  a  holy,  pure 
God,  rather  tend  to  increafe  the  weight  of  national  tranfgrelTions. 
Let  us  therefore  be  found  worfliippers  within  the  temple,  and 
be  cautious  how  any  of  us  give  occafion  of  additional  fuffering  to  ^,  Tithes ». 
the  truly  confcientious  amongft  us,  by  any  compliance  with  fuch 
©bfervations,  as  our  worthy  anceftors  were  rightly  concerned  to 
bear  teftimony  agalnft.   1759.  P.  E. 
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1  ADVISED  to  watch  againft  all  tale-bearing  and  defaming  of 
friends  or  others,  or  evil-fpeaking  tending  thereunto;  and  to  Ihut 
out  all  occafions  of  offences,  contentions,  and  divifions,  and  put  a 
fpeedy  flop  thereto,  pafling  righteous  judgment  upon  all  who 
appear  inflruments  of  divifions  and  offences,  contrary  to  that 
peaceable  tiTith  and  gofpel  we  profefs  to  be  guided  by.    Be  kind, 

TvLove&ujiity,   and  tender-hearted,  one  to  another,  earneftly  labouring  for  uni- 
verfal  love,  union,  and  peace,  in  our  religious  fociety. 

But  when  any  hath  received  offence  from  another,  let  him  firfl 
fpeak  privately  to  the  party  offending,  and  endeavour  reconcilia- 
tion between  themfelves: — and  not  to  whifper,  or  aggravate 
matters  againft  one  another,  behind  the  back,  to  the  making  of 
parties,  and  the  breach  wider.     1692.  P.  E. — 1689.  P.  E. 

2  Let  thofe  juft  and  ancient  commands  of  God  be  obfervcd, 
Levit.  xix.  16.  *'  Thou  fhalt  not  go  up  and  down  as  a  tale-bearer  among  thy 
Exod. xxiii. I.     "  people;"   and,    "  Thou  fhalt  not  raife  a  falfe  report."     In  the 

fear  of  the  Lord  ftand  againft  all  whifperers,  backbiters,  tale- 
bearers, defamers,  and  llanderers ;  and  againft  all  whifperings, 
backbitings,  tale-bearing,  reproaching,  and  llandering,  and  put 
a  fpeedy  ftop  thereto,  as  much  as  in  you  lies :  for  fuch  works 
of  darknefs  and  envy  tend  to  divifion  and  difcord,  and  the 
righteous  law  of  God  goes  againft  both  the  authors,  fomenters, 
receivers,  and  encouragers  thereof.     1695.  P.  E, 
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If  you  hear  a  report  of  a  friend  (to  his  difadvantage)  be  careful  3 

not  to  report  it  again,  but  go  to  the  perfon  of  whom  the  report    "^'^"jTjjj'^ 
is,  and  inquire  if  it  be  true,   or  not;   and  if  it  be  true,  then  deal 
with  fuch  perfon  for  it,  according  to  the  dodrine  of  Chrift,  in 
Matth.  xviii.  16,  17:   but  if  falfe,  then  endeavour,  as  much  as 
in  you  lies,  to  ftop  fuch  report ;  for,   as  Solomon  fays,  "  A  good     prov.xxii.  i. 
*'  name  is  rather  to  be  chofen  than  great  riches."      lyiQ*  P«  E* 

The  prefervation  of  love  is  a  duty  in  every  ftate  of  religious  4, 

attainment ;  and  did  v\^e  faithfully  obferve  the  great  Mafter's  pre- 
cept of  doing  to  others  as  we  would  they  fhould  do  to  us,  its 
pradice  would  be  eafy.  Detradion  and  enmity  vv^ould  then  be 
deftroyed  in  the  feed,  and  that  excellent  Chriftian  charity,  recom- 
mended by  the  Apollle,  prevail  over  alL.     1789.  P.  E* 

It  is  the  advice  of  this  meeting,  that  any  perfon  charged  with  5, 

defamation  or  fcandal,  ought  to  be  proceeded  againft  iathe  manner,, 
and  by  the  feveral  fteps  following: 

Firft,  the  perfon  defamed,  or  fuppofed  to  be  defamed,  in  his 
own  perfon,  or  any  other  to  whom  the  knowledge  of  the  cafe 
fliall  come,  to  go  to  the  accufed  and  tell  him  his  fault,  or  fuppofed 
fault,  betv\reen  them  alone  ;  and,  by  the  beft  method  he  is  capable 
of,  to  labour  to  convince  him  of  it,  in  order  to  his  acknov/ledgment 
of  the  truth,  and  repentance,  if  he  appears  to  be  guilty.  But  if 
the  accufed  fhall  appear,  either  through  ignorance  not  to  appre- 
hend the  validity  of  the  proof,  or  through  wilfulnefs  not  to  yield 
to  it,  or  being  convinced,  fhall  refufe  to  make  fuch  fatisfadlon  as 
the  nature  of  the  cafe  requires  (that  being  the  confequence  of 
true  repentance) ;  in  fuch  cafe  the  accufer  to  take  with  him  one  or 
two  more  of  the  monthly  meeting  the  accufed  belongs  to,  if  it 
may  be  conveniently  done ;  and  if  the  accufed  thinks  fit,  he  may 
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bring  with  him  one  or  two  friends  alfo  of  the  fame  monthly- 
meeting,  if  it  may  be  conveniently  done  ;  and  they  together,  in 
the  wifdom  of  God,  to  endeavour  to  obtain  the  true  knowledge 
of  the  cafe,  by  hearing  witnefles,  if  there  be  occafion.  And  if 
they  all  judge  him  guilty,  and  he  doth  not  make  fatisfadion ;  or 
if  they  do  not  all  agree  that  he  is  innocent ;  in  either  of  thefe 
cafes  happening,  the  perfon  charging  is  at  liberty  to  bring  the 
matter  before  the  church,  who  are  the  only  judges  now  remaining, 
both  of  the  nature  of  the  fad,  and  the  validity  of  the  proof  of  it ; 
and  they,  in  the  wifdom  of  God,  which  we  hope  will  not  be 
wanting  to  his  church,  as  they  humbly  wait  on  him  for  it,  to 
deal  with  the  accufed  perfon  for  the  good  ends  before  mentioned, 
and  as  they  fee  caufe  upon  a  mature  and  deliberate  confideration, 
to  juftify  or  condemn  him.  And  if  the  church  fhall  fee  meet 
to  commit  the  confideration  of  a  cafe  of  this  nature,  for  better 
dilpatch,  to  certain  perfons  of  their  own  body,  we  recommend  it  as 
our  tender  advice,  in  cafe  the  accufed  fhall  object  againft  one  or 
more  of  the  friends  fo  chofen,  that  the  church  have  a  due  regard 
to  fuch  objedion  ;  and  fet  afide  the  perfon  or  perfons  fo  objedled 
againft-,  and  fubftitute  another,  or  others,  in  his  or  their  room ; 
provided  fuch  objection  doth  not  extend  to  the  major  part  of  the 
friends  fo  chofen:  and  in  general  we  defire  all  tendernefs  and 
regard  may  be  had  to  a  perfon  under  fuch  circumft:ances;  and 
that  friends,  in  a  fpirit  of  love  and  condefcenfion,  fhould  be  ready 
to  make  him  as  eafy  as  they  can,  provided  they  keep  up  the 
authority  of  their  meetings. 

Namelefs  books,  pamphlets,  and  papers,  refleding  darkly  on 
friends,  are  teft:ified  againft: ;  and  it  is  defired  that  no  fuch  book, 
pamphlet,  or  paper  be  written,  printed,  publifhed,  or  privately 
handed  about,  by  any  under  our  profefhon,  for  the  time  to  come. 
1718. 
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Whereas  it  may  happen,  that  fome  friends  may  fuffer  much  in  6 

their  reputation  and  charader  by  a  detracting  fpirit,  which  too 
much  prevails  among  fome  bearing  our  name;  who  fhelter  them- 
felves  under  a  pretence  that  they  fay  no  more  than  they  ha-ve 
heard  from  others,  but  will  not  difcover  who  they  are  5  where- 
fore, to  prevent  this  evil  of  reporting  and  tale-bearing,  it  is 
agreed,  that  fuch  reporters  or  tale-bearers  fhall  either  difcover 
their  authors,  or  be  dealt  with,  and  teftified  againft,  as  the  authors 
thereof.     1 744. 

Andvid.  Arbitr.  9,  l^ffar.—Mln.Si  Eld.&c.  j^,lafpar.  9.— Queries 2,  ^III.  3,  ^ //. 
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I T  is  our  judgment  and  teflimony,  in  the  word  of  God'v«s 
wifdom,  that  the  rife  and  practice,  fetting  up  and  eftabiilhinent  of 
men's  and  women's  meetings,  in  the  church  of  Chrifl  in  this  our 
generation,  is  according  to  the  mind  and  counfel  of  God,  and 
done  in  the  ordering  and  leading  of  his  eternal  Spirit;  and  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  all  friends  and  brethren  in  ihe  power  of  God,  in 
all  parts,  to  be  diligent  therein,  and  to  encourage  and  further  each 
other  in  that  bleifed  work;  and  particularly  that  friends  and 
*. Worn.  Meet,  brethren  in  their  refpe£tive  counties  encourage  their  faithful  and 
grave  women  in  the  fettlement  of  the  faid  meetings. 

Advifed,  that  the  church's  teftimonies  and  judgments  againft 
diforderly  and  fcandalous  walkers,  as  alfo  the  repentance  and 
condemnation  of  the  parties  reftored,  be  recorded  in  the  refpedive 
monthly  meetings,  for  the  clearing  of  truth,  friends,  and  our 
holy  profefTion:  to  be  produced  and  publlfhed  by  friends  for  that 
end  and  purpofe,  fo  far  only  as  in  God's  heavenly  wifdom  they 
fhall  fee  needful. 

And  it  is  alfo  our  advice  in  the  love  of  God,  that  after  any 
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fnencrs  repentance  and  rciftoratioii,  he  abiding  faithful  in  the 
truth  that  condemns  the  evil,  none  among  you  fo  remember  his 
tranfgrefTion,  as  to  cafl:  It  at  him,  or  upbraid  him  with  it;  for 
that  is  not  according  to  the  mercies  of  God.    1675. 

Let  all  your  affairs  be  managed  In  your  meetings,  in  the  peace- 
able wlfdom  and  fpirit  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift;  not  ftriving, 
but  bearing  orie  with  and  for  another;  that  the  power  of  Chrift 
may  reft  upon  you,  and  rule  in  all  your  afTemblies.    i6g6.    P.  E.^ 

Keep  all  yolif  meetings,  as  well  thofe  fbr  good  order,  charity, 
and  Chriftian  difcipline,  as  thofe  fet  apart  entirely  for  the  worfliip 
of  God,  in  his  love,  and  in  the  name,  power,  and  peaceable  fpirit 
of  his  dear  Son  Jefus  Chrift,  which  is  the  alone  true  authority 
of  all  our  meetings;  for  without  him  we  can  do  nothing:  and  iii 
his  blefied  powerj  ftand  faft  in  righteous  judgment  over  all  unruly- 
and  diforderly  fpirits,  that  would  break  in  upon  the  good  order 
and  difcipline  fettled  among  us ;  as  well  as  over  all  thofe  that  feek 
to  lay  wafte  the  teftimony  of  truth,  and  caufe  the  offence  of  the 
crofs  to  ceafe.      1700.     P.  E. 

Our  monthly  and  quarterly  meetings  being  fet  up  by  the 
power  and  in  the  wifdom  of  God,  which  is  the  authority  of  thofe 
meetings,  all  friends  are  tenderly  defired  and  advifed,  carefully  to 
keep  to,  and  in,  that  authority;  and  therein  manage  all  the  bufi- 
nefs  and  affairs  of  the  faid  meetings,  in  difcharge  of  their  duty 
to  God  and  his  church;  and  not  expert  or  depend  upon  this 
meeting  for  particular  diredion  from  time  to  time,  how  they 
fhall  proceed  in  the  management  of  the  concerns  of  thofe  meet- 
ings, relating  to  truth's  teftimony  and  fervice;  but  wait  for,  and 
depend  upon,  the  power  and  wifdom  of  God  foi;  counfel  and 
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direclion  in  fiich  matters  and  cafes  as  may  come  before  them; 
which  will  be  to  the  great  eafe  of  this  meeting,  and  difpatch  of 
the  proper  concerns  thereof. 

And  let  the  man's  part,  and  natural  wifdom  and  attainments,  be 
fubjedttothe  power  and  fpirit  of  God,  which  will  truly  edify  the 
body  in  love,  righteoufnefs,  and  peace. 
*.No.iii3'i4.  -ft  is  recommended  unto  faithful  friends,  to  watch  over  the 
flock  of  Chrift  in  their  refpedive  places;  that  they  faithfully  and 
diligently  w^alk  up  to  the  teftimony  of  the  bleffed  truth,  to  which 
the  Lord  hath  gathered  us  in  this  latter  age  of  the  world  ;  that  fo 
where  any  are  found  fliort,  weak,  or  faulty,  they  may  be  ad- 
monifhed  and  fought  in  the  fpirit  of  love,  which  is  the  fpirit  of 
the  gofpel ;  and  divine  charity,  wherein  mercy  is  not  only  mixed 
with  judgment,  but  may  appear  over  all  our  works;  that  fo  it 
may  be  feen  by  all,  that  church-love  abounds  before  church- 
cenfure  comes,  and  that  a  gofpel-fpirit  is  the  fpring  and  motive 
to  all  our  performances,  as  well  in  difcipline  as  worfliip.  1 703. 
P.  E. 

5  So  will  all  be  done  in  a  holy  awe,  reverence,  and  humility, 
and  none  will  intrude  themfelves  into  things  too  high  for  them, 
nor  exalt  themfelves  above  their  proper  growths  and  ftations  in 
the  church,  whether  they  be  elder  or  younger;  but  felf  (that 
great  mountain  which  ftands  fo  much  in  oppofition  to  the  crofs 
of  Chrift,  and  his  love  and  peace  in  the  church)  will  be  abafed, 
and  the  Lord  alone  exalted  among  his  people.      1706.  P.  E. 

6  Recommended,  that  friends  concerned  in  meetings  for  bufi- 
nefs,  do  labour  to  know  their  own  fpirits  fubjedled  by  the  Spirit 
of  truth;  that  thereby  being  baptized  into  one  body,  they  may 
be  truly  one,  in  the  foundation  of  their  love  and  unity;  and  that 
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therein  they  may  all  labour  to  find  a  nearnefs  to  each  other  in 
fpirit :  this  being  the  true  way  to  a  thorough  reconciliation, 
wherever  there  is,  or  hath  been,  any  difference  of  apprehenfion. 
Hereby  friends  will  be  preferved  in  that  fweetnefs  of  fpirit,  that 
is,  and  will  be,  the  bond  of  true  peace  throughout  the  churches  of 
Ghiift.      1 717.  P.  E. 

Advlfed,  that  nothing  be  done  through  ftrife  and  contention,  or  7 

vain  glory,  miirmuring  or  difputing ;  but  in  the  fpirit  of  meek- 
nefs,  love,   and  humility  carry  yourfelves  towards  one  another: 
and  ye  younger  brethren,  endeavour  to  know  your  places,  as 
living  members  of  one  body,  and  preferve  a  due  regard  to  your 
elders  ia  Chrifl  Jefu^.      1718.  P.  E. 

Advifed  to  a  cementing  in  a  very  clofe  and  brotherly  fellow--  8 

fliip  one  with  another  in  the  divine  Spirit ;  and  therein  to  watch 
againft  all  occafion  of  difcord,  or  breach  of  unity,. in  any  quarterly, 
monthly,  or  particular  meeting;  to  the  end  Sion  may  continue  a 
quiet  habitation,  the  glory  and  prefence  of  God  reft  and  remain 
on  her,  and  the  fpirit  and  dodrine  of  the  gofpel  be  lived  in 
and  maintained.  And  we  alfo  recommend,  that  fuch  friends  as 
are  concerned  in  the  affairs  of  the  church,  in  quarterly  or  monthly 
meetings,  be  careful  to  a£t  therein  in  the  wifdom  of  God; 
whereby  they  will  be  exemplary  to  the  young :  and  as  fuch 
young  perfons  are  found  to  be  qualified  with  a  real  fenfe  of  truth 
upon  their  fpirits,  and  fubjedion  thereunto,  and  thereby  made 
capable  to  come  up  to  a  fervice  in  their  refpedive  meetings, 
friends  are  delired  to  encourage  and  bring  them  forward  therein ; 
w4iereby  they  may  be  helpful  to  the  ancients,  and  brought  up  in 
.a  life  of  righteoufnefs,  to  walk  and  ad  to  the  praife  of  God'a 
holy  name  ;  and,  {landing  in  their  lot,  may  fupply  the  place.  Qii 
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the  elders  in  fuch  meetings,  through  the  fame  fpirit,  when  they 
are  gone.     1722.   P.  H. 

9  Advifed,  that  friends,  in  meetings  of  bufmefs,  watch  over  their 
own  fpirits;  that  no  indecent  -warmth  get  in,  whereby  the  under- 
{landing  may  be  hurried,  and  hindered  from  a  regular  judgment 
on  the  affairs  before  the  meeting.      1724.   P.  E. 

10  As  the  promotion  of  piety  and  charity  is  the  end  and  intent  of 
"'Meet'V  our  meetings  for  the  difcipline  of  the  church,  a  weighty  concern 
«.  CHienes        refts  upon  us,  that  friends  be  careful  diligently  to  attend  thofe 

.1.  ^^-  meetings  ;  and,  when  there,  to  adt  in  the  wifdom  given  them  of 
God,  with  a  real  and  living  fenfe  of  truth  upon  their  fpirits ; 
that  fo  the  affairs  o^  the  church  may  be  carried  on  in  brotherly 
love  ;  and  in  that  fweet,  calm,  and  Chriftian  difpofition  of  mind, 
which  tends  to  the  mutual  comfort  and  edification  one  of  ano- 
ther, and  of  the  church  in  general.      1733.   P.  E. 

1 1  We  earneftly  exhort  all  friends  and  brethren,  that,  under  a 
^.  No.  A,  ''{/•     livino:  concern  of  fpirit  for  the  honour  of  God  and  welfare  of  his 

far.  "  *■ 

OucrksS       people,   they  diligently  watch   over   one  another  for  good:   and 

Adv.  Fill,     ^vhere  any  weaknefs  or  unfaithfulnefs,  touching  any  branch  of 

our  Chriftian  teftimony,  appears  in  any  making  profefTion  with 

us,  let  fuch  be  timely  and  tenderly  advifed,  and  in  the  wifdom  of 

truth  ftirred  up  to  their  duty.      1734.  P.  E. 

12  It  is  earneftly  recommended,  as  a  means  very  conducive  to 
the  prefervation  of  friends  a  people  of  one  heart  and  one  way, 
for  the  good  of  themfelves  and  their  children  after  them,  that  the 
difcipline  of  the  church,  in  the  feveral  meetings  inftituted  for 
that  purpofe,  be  kept  up  and  managed  in  a  fpirit  of  loVe  and 
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wi'fdom.  Let  all  things  in  thofe  meetings  be  done  with  charity ; 
let  the  love  of  God,  in  an  efpecial  manner,  rule  in  your  hearts ; 
and  therein,  though  fometimes  different  fentiments  may  arife, 
yet  will  every  member  have  the  fame  thing  in  view,  viz.  the 
glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  his  church  and  people ;  and  in 
this  fmglenefs  of  heart,  will  beft  promote  the  great  end  and 
fervices  of  thofe  meetings.  We  advife  therefore,  upon  this 
occafion,  that  nothing  be  done  through  ftrife  and  contention,  or 
from  any  private  views,  or  by  the  influence  of  numbers  ;  but  in 
iowlinefs  of  mind,  let  each  efteem  another  better  than  himfelf. 
1735.  P.  E. 

We  tenderly  exhort,  that  in  all  your  meetings  for  the  difcipline  13 
of  the  church,  you  wait  in  humility  to  have  your  own  fpirits 
brought  into  a  holy  fabjedion  to  the  Spirit  of  Chrift ;  that 
thereby  you  may  be  duly  qualified  for  the  work  and  fervice  con- 
ducive to  the  building  up  of  his  church ;  in  which  work  all  who- 
are  engaged,  fhould  be  men  of  upright  hearts,  and  clean  hands, 
rightly  prepared  for  the  fervice  they  undertake.      174B.  P.  E^  3'^/'"^. 

The  want  of  a  due  concern  to  deal  with  fuch  as  walk  incon-         14 
fiftently  with  our  holy  profeffion,  and  are  unfaithful  in  refpe£t  to    *•  ^;  -f'  '•'^ 
our  Chriflian  teftimony,    being  but  too  obvious,  an  early  and      ^''  ^^ 
diligent   care   over  fuch  is  earneftly  recommended ;  and  we  do 
defire,  that  all  who  have  at  heart  the  honour  of  God,  and  pro- 
fperity  of  truth,   would  be  ftirred  up  to  difcharge  this  neceflary 
part    of  Chriflian    duty    in    their   refped:ive  ftations.      Timely 
caution  may  often  prevent  unhappy  effeds  ;  and  a  brotherly  care 
over  fuch  as  are  in  danger  of  receiving  hurt,   may  be  rew^arded 
with  the  fecret  fatisfadion  of  being  made  inflrumental  in  their 
prefervation. 
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Greatly  would  the  Chrlflian  difcipline  eftablifhed  amongft  us 
(if  thus  exerted  in  divine  wifdom  and  zeal)  contribute  to  prevent 
the  growing  evils,  and  hurtful  liberties  of  various  kinds,  which 
appear  in  too  many  places,  to  the  diflionour  of  God,  the  grief  of 
good  men,  and  the  reproach  of  our  holy  profeflion. 

But  if  individuals  negled  their  duty,  grow  cool  in  their  love 
to  God,  and  lofe  that  hunger  after  divine  virtue  and  inward 
fupport,  to  live  to  his  praife  and  their  own  comfort,  which  is  the 
certain  effed:  of  his  vifitation,  wherever  it  is  embraced  ;  how  can 
a  proper  concern  for  the  good  of  others,  and  for  the  profperity 
of  truth,  have  due  place  in  their  minds ;  or  be  properly  exerted 
by  thofe  who  are  not  enough  engaged  to  feel  after  the  increafe 
of  its  bleffed  effeds  for  themi'dves  ? 

As  this  negled  of  fteadily  applying  and  waiting  for  heavenly 
virtue  and  ability  to  difcharge  the  duties  required  of  us,  is  the 
fource  of  lofs  and  decay  to  particulars,  with  refped  to  a  growth 
in  religion  ;  fo  the  fame  unhappy  effects  are  communicated  to 
the  body,  and,  where  this  is  the  cafe,  evidently  difcover  themfelves 
in  a.difregard  to  difcipline,  and  the  want  of  a  proper  concern  for 
5the  good  order  of  the  church. 

Let  all  therefore  be  excited  to  labour,  in  a  fpirit  of  fervent 
-charity,  with  fuch  as  may  be  in  danger  of  falling  into  things  inju- 
rious to  their  peace,  and  tending  to  the  difhonour  of  our  Chriftian 
profelTion  ;  fo  that  in  thus  exercifmg  a  tender  care  and  watch- 
fulnefs  over  one  another,  for  mutual  edification,  we  may  approve 
ourfelves  faithful,  juft,  and  true,  in  the  fight  of  God  ;  and  examples 
of  temperance,  patience,  purity,  and  holinefs  before  men  ;  to  the 
praife  of  the  Moft  High,  the  comfort  of  his  people,  and  our  own 
eternal  hap pinefs.      1750.  W.  E. 

15  We  entreat  the  elders  amongft  you  to  abide  in  that  power  that 
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gives  dominion  over  all  corrupt  fpirits ;  and  in  meeknefs  and  con- 
deibenfion  to  feek  to  recover  that  which  is  ftrayed ;  that  when 
the  great  Shepherd  fhall  appear,  you  may  receive  your  reward. 
1751.  W.  E. 

In  order  to  unite  us  the  more  nearly  one  to  another,  as  members,  1 6 
of  the  fame  body,  and  to  flrengthen  our  hands  to  promote  the 
general  caufe  of  truth,  it  is  recommended  to  friends  to  ftand  open 
to  the  leadings  of  the  love  of  God  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord  ; 
and  when  they  feel  drawings  in  their  minds  to  fit  with  any  of 
their  neighbouring  monthly  or  quarterly  meetings,  that  they 
attend  thereto ;  and  that  fuch  monthly  and  quarterly  meetings 
as  are  fo  vifited,  receive  fuch  as  they  know  to  be  well  approved 
at  home,  in  the  love  of  God,  and  not  look  upon  them  as  in- 
truders :  fo  Ihall  mutual  help  be  given  and  received  amongft  us, 
and  we  truly  be  a  people  led  by  one  and  the  fame  fpirit.     j  759. 

Let  a  neceffary  inquiry  be  raifed  in  the  minds  of  all  members         17 
of  the  church,  who  have  had  any  part  of  the  Lord's  work  upon 
them,  how  they  have  acquitted  themfelves  therein,  and  difcharged 
themfelves  in  the  fight  of  God ;  forafmuch  as  a  day  comes  on 
apace,  in  which  an  account  of  our  ftewardfhip  will  be  required 
at  our  hands.     The  difcipline  of  the  fociety,  in  fome  places  at  a 
low  ebb,  would  again  be  revived  and  ftrengthened,  if  this  awful 
fenfe  of  rendering  an  account  of  our  truft,  and  the  importance  of 
being  clear  from  the  blood  of  all  men,  were  enough  impreffed 
upon  all  minds.     And,  dear  friends,  as  it  is  the  Lord's  work,  let 
it  be  done  as  in  his  fight.     Let  all  our  anfwers  to  this  meeting's,   "■^^^^^^''^ 
and  other  queries,  be  plain  and  explicit.     Let  a  due  fenfe  of  the      ^'-  ^9- 
Hate  of  the  church  prevail  on  your  minds,  rather  than  an  un- 
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willingnefs  to  appear  deficient  among  your  brethren.  May  a 
fuitable  engagement  of  mind  prevail  on  all  the  ad:ive  members 
of  the  church,  to  acquit  themfelves  with  faithfulnefs,  that  they 
may  at  laft  receive  the  crown  of  righteoufnefs,  which  will  never 
fadeaway.     1760.  W»  E. 


]8 


.  MJn.&Eld. 
&c. 

41.22.  23. 
Monthly 
Meet. 
3,  id ^ar. 


This  meeting  recommends,  that  in  the  appointment  of  elders, 
age  or  wealth  may  not  be  inducements  to  your  choice ;  but  that 
fuch  as  fear  God,  and  love  his  truth  in  fmcerity,  may  be  nomi- 
nated for  that  fervice  j  who,  being  of  clean  hands,  may  comfort 
the  feeble-minded,  and  reprove  the  unruly  with  proper  weights 
1761. 


15. 


I  Tim.  Iii.5. 


i^  A  concern  hath  been  fpread  amongft  us,  that  the  management 

of  our  Chriftian  difcipline  be  not  committed  to  hajids  unclean  ; 
. Parents, &c.  particularly  that  fuch  ihould  not  be  adive  therein,  who  allow, 
or  connive  at,  undue  liberties  in  their  own  children  or  families. 
"  If  a  man,"  faid  the  apoftle,  "  know  not  how  to  rule  his  own 
"  houfe,  how  fhall  he  take  caie  of  the  church  of  God  ?"  And 
we  particularly  defire  that  thofe,  who  from  their  experience  and 
ftations,  ought  to  lead  fuch  to  greater  circumfpedion,  do  not 
encourage  their  remiffnefs,  by  putting  them  improperly  forward 
into  fervice.     1795*  W.  E. 


20 

V.  Meet,  for 
Worfh.  7. 
Scriptures 
3.6- 


If  there  be  any  fuch  grofs  errors,  falfe  dodrines,  or  miftakes, 
held  by  any  profefTing  truth,  as  are  either  againft  the  validity  of 
Chrift's  fufferings,  blood,  refurredion,  afcenfion,  or  glory  in  the 
heavens,  according  as  they  are  fet  forth  in  the  fcriptures ;  or 
any  ways  tending  to  the  denial  of  the  heavenly  man  Chrift ;  fuch 
perfons  ought  to  be  diligently  inftruded  and  admonifhed  by 
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faithful  friends,  and  not  to  be  expofed  by  any  to  public  reproach  ; 
and  where  the  error  proceeds  from  ignorance  and  darknefs  of 
their  underftanding,  they  ought  the  more  meekly  and  gently  to 
be  informed  :  but  if  any  fhall  wilfully  perfift  in  error  in  point  of 
faith,  after  being  duly  informed,  then  fuch  to  be  further  dealt 
with  according  to  gofpel  order ;  that  the  truth,  church,  or  body 
of  Chrift,  may  not  fuffer  by  any  particular  pretended  member 
that  is  fo  corrupt.      1 694.  W.  E. 

We  earneflly  recommend  to  meetings,  to  allow  fufficient  time  2 1 
for  tranfadling  the  important  bufmefs  which  may  come  before 
them,  and  to  avoid  unnecefTary  adjournments  to  diftant  times  and 
places ;  but  when  the  bufmefs  cannot  be  properly  accomplifhed 
at  one  fitting,  that  the  adjournments  may  be  held  on  the  fame 
or  next  fucceeding  day.      1787. —  ]8oi. 

And  -vU.  Appeals  12. — Defam.  &  Detr.  3. — Marriage  12, 2</  lif  ylpar. — Meet,  for  SufF.  13. — 
Min,  &Eld.  &c.  ZTy^dpar.  28.— Monthly  Meet. /^t/}.— Queries  2.  :^.  ^7.  X/^.  3,  ^IX. 
%,  Adv.  IF. — Tithes  18,  %d par. — Trade  lo. — Worn.  Meet.  4.5.  6v 
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FORASMUCH  as  a  godly  care  is  growing  among  friends  in 
many  places,  that  all  things  which  are  unfavoury  and  hurtful 
may  be  removed;  fo  that  all  who  profefs  the  precious  truth  with 
tis,  may  come  up  together  in  the  good  order  of  the  gofpel ;  for 
the  furthering  thereof,  and  encouraging  thereto,  it  is  recom- 
mended that  weighty  and  fenfible  friends,  of  unblamable  con- 
verfation,  be  chofen  in  the  wifdom  of  God  to  vifit  the  families 
of  friends  in  his  love ;  and  they  are  defired  to  advife  and  admo- 
nifh,  in  the  peaceable  fplrit  of  truth,  as  occafion  may  oiFer. 
1708.     P.E. 

This  meeting  being  under  a  weighty  concern  and  exercife,  on 
obferving  that  the  many  wholefome  advices,  recommended  from 
year  to  year,  are  in  too  many  places  either  negleded,  or  not 
enough  pradifed  ;  particularly  thofe  againft  tithes,  church-rates  fo 
called,  and  priefts'  maintenance;  alfo  about  keeping  up  to  juftice  in 
dealing,  plainnefs  of  habit  and  fpeech,  and  feveral  other  branches 
jof  our  Chriftian  teftimony ;  we  therefore  again  recommend  to 
friends  in  their  feveral  monthly  meetings,  to  take  efpeclal  care  to 
appoint  proper,  prudent,  and  judicious  friends,  to  vifit  their 
brethren  in  their  families,  purfuant  to  former  advices  ;  and  that 
fuch  friends  labour  faithfully  in  a  fpirit  of  love,  and  in  the  meek- 
nefs  of  wifdom,  to  convince  the  judgments  of  their  refpedive 
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members,  of  the  ncccffity  of  their  coming  up  with  their  brethren 
in  pradice,  agreeable  to  our  Chriftian  principle ;  that  fo  the 
feveral  branches  of  the  teftimony,  which  truth  hath  given  our 
ancients  and  us  to  bear,  may  be  maintained  inviolate.      1733. 

And  we  befeech  you,  brethren,  let  the  tender  advice  of  fuch  as  3 

fhall  undertake  fo  brotherly  an  office,  meet  with  a  kind  and  open 
reception,  that  in  the  mutual  giving  and  receiving  of  wholefome 
counfel  and  advice,  you  may  co-operate  to  the  help  and  furthe- 
rance of  Cach  other's  faith,  and  the  reviving  of  our  ancient 
Chriftian  teftimony.      1752.  P.  E. 

A  weighty  concern  being  livingly  imprefTed  on  our  minds  in  4 

this  meeting,  that  good  fervice  may  arife  from  viliting  the  families 
of  our  brethren,  by  rightly  concerned  friends,  we  are  engaged 
to  recommend  to  the  fenfible  members  of  the  body,  and  to 
monthly  and  quarterly  meetings,  to  feel  deeply  after  the  pointings 
of  truth ;  and  that  as  this  divine  principle  opens  their  way,  they 
may  promote  this  ufeful  fervice  in  their  refpedive  meetings,  by 
appointing  fuitable  friends,  of  either  or  both  fexes,  who  are  de- 
fired  to  proceed  therein  in  the  love  of  the  gofpel,  and  under  the 
tendering  influence  thereof;  which  we  have  good  caufe  to  hope 
may  thus  be  attended  with  beneficial  effeds  to  the  vifited;  and 
with  folid  fatisfadion,  and  additional  experience  in  the  work  of 
truth,  to  thofe  who  may  be  engaged  therein.   1773. 

Let  the  Chriftian  duty  of  vifiting  the  fick  be  timely  remem-  5 

bered   and   pradifed ;  it  having   often   left   comfort,    eafe,  and 
fweetnefs  upon  the  fpirits  of  many,  to  their  very  end. — Alfo  to    v.  Monthiy 
be  careful  in  due  time  to  take  the  weighty  teftimonies  of  dying 
friends.     1710.  P.  E. 

Andvid.  Parents,  &c.  7,  hji  par. 


[    5+    ] 


GAMING. 


THIS  meeting  has  been  deeply  affeded  with  the  reproach 
brought  on  truth  and  friends,  by  the  mifcondu£t  of  fome  under 
our  name,  who,  through  an  evil  covetoufnefs,  have  engaged  in 
illegal  dealings  in  the  public  flocks,  or  government  fecurities ; 
which  is  a  fpecies  of  gaming,  and  altogether  inconfiftent  with 
our  religious  principles.  In  order  therefore  to  prevent,  as  much 
as  may  be,  fuch  difgraceful  practices,  we  do  advife,  that  where 
any  member  of  our  fociety  is  found  to  be  guilty  thereof,  either 
as  principal,  agent,  or  broker,  monthly  meetings  do  not  fail 
tenderly  to  advife  and  deal  with  fuch ;  and  if  they  cannot  bring 
him  to  a  fenfe  of  his  mifcondud,  and  induce  him  to  relinquifh 
the  practice,  to  teftify  againfl  and  difown  him.      1788. 

And -aid.  Queries  2,  ^  VI.  3,  ^  V.  8,  Adv.  /^/Z.— Youth  I. 


[    5S    ] 


GRAVE-STONES, 


THIS  meeting  being  informed,  that  friends  in  fome  places 
have  gone  into  the  vain  euftom  of  ereding  monuments  over  the 
dead  bodies  of  friends,  by  ftones,  infcriptions,  &c.  it  is  therefore 
the  advice  of  this  meeting,  that  all  fuch  monuments  (hould  be 
removed,  as  much  as ,  may  be  with  difcretion  and  conveniency ; 
and  that  none  be  any  where  made  or  fet  up,  near,  or  over,  the 
dead  bodies  of  friends  or  others,  in  friends'  burying-places  for 
time,  to  come.      17I7« 

This  meeting  being  informed,  that  fince  the  advice  formerly 
ifllied,  in  order  to  excite  friends  to  a  proper  regard  to  our  tefti- 
mony  againft  grave-ftones,  divers  have  accordingly  been  removed; 
and  being  defirous  that  the  revival  of  this  concern  may  be  effec- 
tual, we  earneftly  recommend  the  removal  of  them  may  become 
general.     1766. 


[    56    ] 


LIBERALITY   to  the   POOR. 


1  IT  is  defired  that  fuch  among  friends  as  are  endowed  with 
plenty  of  outward  fubftance,  be  timely  and  tenderly  advifed  to 
do  good  therewith,  in  their  day  and  generation,  efpecially  with 
regard  to  the  poor ;  that  the  tokens  of  your  charity  may  be  good 
precedents  to  generations  to  come.     1696.  P.  E. 

2  That  the  rich  remember  the  poor,  and  do  good  in  their  life- 
V  Wills  &c.     ^^"^^  J  ^^^^>  ^^  ^^J  n^ake  any  fettlement  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor, 

'*■*•  take  advice  and  counfel,  that  friends  may  not  be   deprived  of 

their  charity ;  but  that  it  may  be  firm,  and  according  to  law. 
1696. 

3  We  find  ourfelves  at  this  time  engaged  to  requefl:  that  friends 
in  any  part  of  this  kingdom,  or  other  places,  where  provifions 
and  the  neceflaries  of  life  are  dear  and  fcarce,  or  ficknefs  doth 
remarkably  afflidt,  would,  in  proportion  to  fuch  fcarcity  and 
afflidion,  exert  their  charitable  affiftance  to  the  poor ;  which  is 
our  Chriftian  duty,  as  ftewards  of  the  many  mercies  wherewith 
the  Lord  has  intruded  us.     1729.  P.  E, 

4  "  Let  your  moderation  be  known  unto  all  men."    Warn  thofe 

phLLiv.  5.      ^^^  ^^g  ^'^^Yi  in  this  world,  that  they  apply  not  the  bleffings  of 

God  to  the  indulging  of  their  appetites  in  pleafure  and  vanity  i 
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but  that  they  be  ready  to  do  good,  and  to  communicate,  to 
the  relief  of  thofe  who  are  in  necejGTity.  The  principal  if  not 
only  fatisfadlion,  a  man  of  a  truly  Chriftian  difpofition  can  have 
in  the  affluence  and  increafe  of  the  things  of  this  world,  muft 
arife  from  the  greater  opportunities  put  into  his  hands  of  doing 
good  therewith.  But,  alas!  it  is  a  moil  melancholy  refle(!ilion  to 
obferve,  that  the  very  fuperfiuities  of  the  apparel  of  one  perfon 
might  fometimes  be  fufficient  to  clothe  the  nakednefs  of  feveral 
fellow-creatures.      1741.  P.  E, 

And  as  it  has  pleafed  the  Lord  to  favour  many  amongft  us  ^ 

with  the  outward  bleffings  of  this  life,  in  fo  plentiful  a  manner 
that  we  are  placed  in  a  capacity  of  doing  much  good,  and  of 
exercifing  offices  of  Chriftian  love  and  charity,  to  the  comfort 
and  affiftance  of  the  poor  and  needy ;  we  earneftly  recommend 
to  the  practice  of  thofe  whom  God  hath  fo  favoured,  the  excel- 
lent advice  given  by  the  apoftle:  "  Charge  them  that  are  rich  in  itJm.  vi. 
*'  this  world,  that  they  be  not  high-minded,  nor  trufl;  in  un- 
"  certain  riches,  but  in  the  living  God,  who  giveth  us  richly  all 
*'  things  to  enjoy :  that  they  do  good,  that  they  be  rich  in 
"  good  works,  ready  to  diftribute,  willing  to  communicate ; 
**  laying  up  in  ftore  for  themfelves  a  good  foundation  againft 
"  the  time  to  come,  that  they  may  lay  hold  on  eternal  life." 
1750.  P.  E. 

We  fear  that  fome  of  our  youth  are  training  in  habits  of  expenfe 
in  attire,  furniture,  and  attendance,  which  are  not  only  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel,  but  a  conftant  call  for 
much  of  that  property,  which  would  be  better  employed  in 
feeding  the  hungry  j  and  of  that  time,  which  might  be  occupied 
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in  vifiting  and  cheering  the  habitations  of  human  mifery.  *  The 
*  trimming  of  the  vain  world,'  faid  our  worthy  elder  William 
Fenn,  *  would  clothe  the  naked  one.'  It  is  not  however  with 
fuch  only  that  we  plead,  on  behalf  of  the  indigent.  We  wifh 
thofe  who  are  generally  confident  in  appearance  and  manners 
with  our  felf-denying  profeffion,  to  be  clear  that  a  due  pro- 
portion of  their  time  and  fubftance  is  fpent  in  the  relief  of 
diftrefs.     1798.  P.  E. 

Aniv'id.  Covetoufnefs  6. — Marriage  7.— Poor  i.  z. 


[     59     ] 


LOVE     and     UNITY. 


ADVISED,  that  friends  be  tender  to  the  principle  of  God  in 
all,  and  fhun  the  occafion  of  vain  difputes  and  janglings,  both 
among  themfelves  and  others :  for  this  many  times  is  like  a 
bluflering  wind,  that  hurts  and  bruifes  the  tender  buds  of  plants, 
1676. 

Seeing  our  comfort  as  a  people  depends  upon  our  care  to  main- 
tain peace  and  fellowfliip  amongfl  brethren,  in  all  our  fervices, 
we  earneftly  recommend  an  humble  and  condefcending  frame 
of  fpirit  unto  all ;  that  with  godly  fear,  wifdom,  and  meeknefs, 
we  may  be  fo  ordered  in  all  our  refpedtive  fervices,  that  every 
high  and  rough  thing  may  be  laid  low,  that  all  occafions  of 
driving  may  be  prevented,  and  the  peace  of  the  church  of  Chrift 
preferved  and  increafed  amongft  us. 

And  to  this  purpofe  it  is  tenderly  advifed,  that  we  diligently 
and  carefully  obferve  the  comely  and  blefled  gofpel  order,  fo  long 
known  and  in  practice  amongft  us,  in  the  fpirit  of  meeknefs  and 
of  a  found  mind ;  which  is  the  way  to  crufh  all  differences  in 
their  infancy,  and  fupprefs  the  rife,  as  well  as  flop  the  progrefs, 
of  every  thing  that  is  unfeemly,  and  inconfiftent  with  the  tefti^ 
mony  of  the  precious  truth,     1699.  P,  E, 

It  is  our  earneft  defire,  that,  above  all,  friends  hold  fervent 

H  2 
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chanty  in  the  body,  that  will  keep  the  members  together  in  a 
blefled  concord  and  communion  ;  which  is  efteemed  by  the  apoflle 
1  Cor. xiL xiii.  the  more  excellent  way,  excelling  other  gifts,  which  pafs  away: 
but  charity  (that  is  the  love  of  God,  from  which  our  Chriftian 
and  brotherly  afFedion  fprings)  fliall  endure  for  ever.  This  en- 
vieth  not,  vaunteth  not,  boafteth  not  itfelf,  and  feeketh  not  its 
own ;  but  is  patient,  beareth  all  things,  fufiereth  all  things,  and 
watcheth  not  with  an  evil  eye,  no,  nor  thinketh  ill,  but  is  kind. 
In  which  bleiTed  love,  dear  friends,  which  was  the  character  of 
the  primitive  Chriftians,  hold  your  fellowfliip  one  with  another. 
1705.   P.  E. 

4  Among  the   gofpel   precepts,   we  find  not   any  thing  more 

ftrongly  and  frequently  recommended  by  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
and  his  apoftles  to  the  primitive  believers,  than  that  they  fhould 
love  one  another ;  and  as  we  are  fenfible,  that  nothing  will  more 
contribute  to  the  peace  and  profperity  of  the  church,  than  a  due 
regard  to  this  advice,  fo  we  earneftly  defire  that  it  may  be  the 
care  and  concern  of  all  friends  to  dwell  therein;  and,  in  the 
unity  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  maintain  love,  concord,  and  peace, 
in  and  among  all  the  churches  of  Chrift.    1 730.  P.  E. 

^  Advifed,  that  a  fpirit  of  love  and  humility  may  more  and  more 

diffufe  itfelf  among  us,  and  influence  the  hearts  of  all,  fo  that 
every  one  may  come  to  feek  peace,  and  purfue  it ;  and  that  none 
be  apt  to  take  ©ffence ;  but  each,  in  his  own  particular,  be  more 
careful  to  redify  his  own  failings  and  imperfedions,  than  curious 
in  obferving,  cenfuring,  and  aggravating  thofe  of  others.  This 
will  lead  to  the  exercife  of  mutual  forbearance  and  forgivenefs 
one  of  another ;  by  which  the  occafions  of  contention  will  be 
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avoided,  and  the  church  preferved  in  a  ftate  of  peace  and  tran- 
quillity.    1736.  P.  E. 

By  accounts  received  it   appears,   that   in  general  love  and  6 

concord  are  maintained,  and  that  friends  in  divers  places  are 
under  an  earnefl  concern  for  the  promotion  of  peace,  and  for 
fupprefling  and  guarding  againft  every  occafion  of  ftrife  and 
difcord,  tending  to  divide  and  fcatter  the  flock  of  Chrift.  For 
ftrengthening  this  concern,  and  promoting  this  Chriftian  difpo- 
fition  of  love  wherefoever  it  appears,  we  remind  you  of  the 
benefits  thereof,  exprelTed  in  Pfalm  cxxxiii.  "  Behold,  how  good 
"  and  how  pleafant  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity  I 
*'  As  the  dew  of  Hermon,  and  as  the  dew  that  defcended  upon 
"  the  mountains  of  Zion ;  for  there  the  Lord  commanded  the 
"  bleffing,  even  life  for  evermore."  Be  ye  alfo  mindful  of  the 
faying  of  our  bleiTed  Lord  himfelf :  "  By  this  fhall  all  men  know  joimxiii.  35- 
*'  that  ye  are   my  difciples,   if  ye  have  love  one  to  another." 

Jtndvld.  Cond  &Converf.  9. — Dcfarr.  &  Detr.  1.4. — Difcipl.  Zic.pafs. — Queries  2,  ^.  TIT. 
3,  ^  //.  J,  ^JF.  8,  Adv.  FIII.—VJ&T  8.— Yearly  Meet.  5. 


[    62    ] 


MARRIAGE. 


1  ADVISED,  that  parents  and  guardians  of  children,  in  the 
fear  of  God,  take  fpecial  care  to  prevent  thofe  under  their  charge 
from  being  engaged  or  entangled  with  any  upon  the  account  of 
marriage,  before  all  things  relating  to  their  outward  eftates  be 
firmly  agreed  on  both  parts ;  that  fo  no  breach  may  be  made 
upon  the  account  of  outward  things,  to  the  hurt  or  prejudice  of 
young  people. 

And  we  do  alfo,  In  the  name  of  the  Lord,  advife  and  exhort 
all  young  and  unmarried  people  among  friends,  that  they  do  not 
make  any  procedure   one   with   another  upon   the  account  of 

«,  :v..4.  marriage,   without  lirft  acquainting  their  parents  or  guardians 

R.iii.v.      therewith,  and  duly  waiting  upon  them  for  their  confent  and 

agreement  therein.     And  we  alfo  advife,  that,  in  the  firfl  place, 

».  Av  5.  all  perfons  concerned  ferioufly  wait  upon  the  Lord  for  counfel 

and  clearnefs  in  this  weighty  concern,  before  they  make  any 
procedure  with  any  in  order  to  marriage ;  that  the  Lord  may 
be  in  their  eye,  fo  as  they  may  not  be  led  by  any  forward  or  un- 
certain afFedions  in  this  great  concern ;  to  their  own  hurt,  grief 
of  their  friends,  and  difhonour  of  truth,     1690.  P.  E. — 1801. 

2  And  it  is  further  advifed,  that  after  parents  and  guardians  have 
fuffered  their  children  to  engage  one  another  in  affedion,  they 
do  not  break  off  upon  any  worldly  account ;  but  that  they  wait 
upon  and  feek  the  Lord  for  their  children  in  propofals  of  mar- 
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riage,  before  they  give  any  encouragement  thereunto.      1707. 
P.  E. 


Parents  who  have  children  to  dlfpofe  of  In  marriage,  are 
tenderly  advifed  not  to  make  it  their  firft  or  chief  care  to  obtain 
for  them  large  portions  or  fettlements  of  marriage  ;  but  rather  be 
careful  that  their  children  be  joined  in  marriage  v^ith  perfons  of 
religious  inclinations,  fuitable  difpofitions,  temper,  fobriety  of 
manners,  and  diligence  in  bufmefs  (which  are  things  eflentially 
neceflary  to  a  comfortable  life  in  a  married  ftate)  ;  and  carefully  ^^r,  „  j^^ 
to  guard  againfl  all  mixed  marriages,  and  unequal  yoking  of  their 
children  therein.     1722.     P.  E. 


isf  16. 


As  parents  have  a  natural  right  to  approve  of,  and  confent  to, 
the  marriage  of  their  children,  fo  this  meeting  doth  earneftly 
defire  that  friends'  children  would  confult  and  advife  with  their 
parents  and  guardians,  in  that  great  and  weighty  point  fo  eflential 
to  their  happinefs  and  comfort,  before  they  let  out  their  minds, 
or  entangle  their  affections :  the  too  frequent  examples  that  have 
happened  to  the  contrary,  have  caufed  lamentation  in  honeft  pa- 
rents, and  great  afflidion  to  themfelves.      1723.  P.  E. 

And  we  do  exhort  friends,  that  in  the  great  concern  of  marriage, 
whereon  much  of  the  comfort  and  happinefs  of  life  depends,  they 
be  mindful  to  proceed  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  have  an  eye  to. 
him  for  counfel  and  inftrudion  in  their  choice  j  the  negled  of 
which  has  been  the  ruin  of  many.      1734«  P«  E. 

Advifed  againft  too  early  and  unfavoury  proceedings  in  marri- 
age after  the  death  of  hulband  or  wife,  contrary  to  the  pradice 
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of  fa'itliful  friends  in  truth,  and  tending  to  the  diflionour  and 
reproach  thereof.     1691.  P.  E. 

7  Friends  are  advifed  againft  running  into  exceflive,fumptuou3, 

and  coftly  entertainments  at  marriage  dinners  ;  a  great  part  of 
the  coft  of  which  would  be  better  employed  in  relieving  the 
neceffities  of  the  poor.      171 8.   V/.  E. 


Rules  for  proceeding  in  relation  to  Marriage. 

I.  The  parties  intending  to  join  in  marriage,  are  firft  to  declare 
their  intention  at  the  monthly  meeting  whereof  they  are  members, 
in  terms  of  the  following  import:  viz.  the  man,  that  he  intends 
to  take  D.  E.  to  be  his  wife^  if  the  Lord  permit :  the  woman, 
that  JJje  intends  to  take  A.  B.  to  be  her  hujhand^  if  the  Lord 
permit, 

II.  Thefe  declarations  are  to  be  made,  firft  before  the  women's 
meeting,  where  fuch  are  held,  and  then  before  the  men's  meeting. 

III.  If  parents  or  guardians  be  prefent,  they  are  to  declare  their 
confent ;  if  abfent,  a  certificate  or  certificates  are  to  be  produced, 
fignifying,  that  it  is  with  their  confent  the  parties  proceed  to 
GccompUfi  their  i?itended  marriage:  which  certificates  are  to  be 
figned  by  the  parents  or  guardians,  and  attefted  by  two  witnefles. 

IV.  If  there  appear  no  fufficient  objedion,  the  faid  meetings 
5ire  to  appoint  two  men  and  two  women  friends,  to  inquire  into 
the  clearnefs  of  the  parties  from  other  marriage  engagements ; 
which  friends  fo  appointed  are,  befides  other  inquiry,  to  afk  par- 
ticularly the  parties  themfelves ;  and,  if  there  be  ifllie  by  a  former 
marriage  or  marriages,  to  fee  that  the  children's  rights  be  legally 
fecured ;  likewife  to    take  care   that  public  notice  of  the  faid 
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intended  marriage  be  given  at  the  clofe  of  a  Firft-day  meeting  to 
which  the  parties  refpedively  belong,  before  the  next  monthly 
meeting,  in  the  following  manner  :  Friends^  there  is  an  inte?ition 
of  marriage  between  A.  B.  of  Q.,  and  D.  E.  of  F.  If  any  perfon 
have  any  thing  to  objeSl^  let  timely  notice  be  given.  And  the  friends 
appointed  are  to  make  report  at  a  fubfequent  monthly  meeting ; 
when,  if  no  objedion  arife,  liberty  is  to  be  granted  to  the  parties 
to  folemnize  the  marriage, 

V.  If  the  parties  be  of  different  monthly  meetings,  the  man  is  firft 
to  declare  his  intention  to  the  men's  monthly  meeting  to  which 
he  belongs,  and  there  to  produce  certificates  of  his  parents'  or  guar- 
dians' confent,  if  they  be  not  prefent ;  likewife  of  the  woman*s 
confent  to  his  pit5ceedings  therein ;  alfo  of  that  of  her  parents 
or  guardians  j  each  figned  by  the  refpe£tive  party  or  parties,  and  at- 
tefted  by  two  witneiTes:  and  if,  after  due  inquiry  by  appointment, 
nothing  appears  to  prevent  his  having  a  certificate  of  his  clearnefs, 
he  is  to  be  recommended  to  the  meeting  to  which  the  woman  be- 
longs; where  they  are  to  proceed  as  above  diredted.  Neverthelefs  it 
is  agreed,  that  the  man,  after  having,  with  the  neceflary  certi- 
ficates of  the  confent  of  the  parties  concerned,  laid  his  intention 
of  marriage  before  his  own  men's  monthly  meeting,  and  ob- 
tained a  notification  of  having  fo  done,  figned  by  the  clerk, 
may,  without  waiting  for  the  certificate  of  his  clearnefs,  proceed 
with  the  yeoman  to  the  monthly  meeting  to  which  Ihe  belongs, 
where  tliey  are  to  propofe  their  intention  to  the  women's  and 
men's  meetings.  His  certificate  muft  however  be  produced  to 
the  monthly  meeting  to  which,  the  woman  belongs,  before  liberty 
for  folemnizing  the  marriage  be  granted ;  and  in  fuch  certificate    ^.  Rem.&sett. 

1    R  XIII 

it  fhall  not  be  needful  to  mention  more  than  memberlliip,  and 
clearnefs  from  all  others.     Monthly  meetings  are  to  take  care 

I 
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that  publication  be  made  in  the  meeting  to  which  the  man  be- 
longs, before  a  certificate  be  ifllied. 

VI.  Monthly  meetings  are  defired  to  make  a  fliitable  appoint- 
ment of  friends,  to  take  the  needful  care  that  good  order  be 
»  Records  z.      obferved  on  the  day  of  marriage,  and  that  the  regifters  of  the 
marriage  be  duly  figned  and  witneiTed;  who  are  to  make  a  report 
to  the  next  monthly  meeting. 

YII.  Marriages  are  to  be  folemnized  at  the  ufual  week-day 
meeting,  or  at  a  meeting  appointed  at  fome  feafonable  hour  in 
the  forenoon  on  fome  other  convenient  week-day  (previous 
notice  in  the  latter  cafe  having  been  given) ;  and  at  the  meeting- 
houfe  to  which  the  woman  belongs,  unlefs  previous  leave  be  ob- 
tained of  the  woman's  monthly  meeting  to  folemnize  the  marriage 
in  fome  other  meeting-houfe,  with  the  confent  of  the  friends  of 
fuch  other  meeting. 

VIIL  Towards  the  conclufion  of  the  faid  meeting,  after  being- 
held  a  feafonable  time,  the  parties  are  to  ftand  up,  and,  taking 
each  other  by  the  hand,  to  declare  in  an  audible  and  folemn  man- 
ner, to  the  following  effed. :  the  man  firft,  viz.  Friends,  Itake  this- 
my  fric7id  D.  E.  to  be  my  wife,  promlfing,  through  divine  ajjijlance^ 
to  he  unto  her  a  loving  and  faithful  hufband,  until  it  foall  pleafi 
the  Lord  by  death  to  feparate  us ;  and  then  the  woman  in  like 
manner,  Friends,  I  take  this  my  friend  A.  B.  to  be  my  hufbaiid, 
promifing,  through  divifie  affijlance,  to  be  unto  him  a  lovi?ig  and 
faithful  wife,  until  it  f:) all p leaf e  the  Lord  by  death  tofparate  us, 

IX.  A  certificate  (with  a  five  fhilling  fl:amp  affixed)  in  the 
following  form  of  words,  is  then  to  be  audibly  read  by  fome 
proper  perfon,  the  exprefs  names  and  defcription  of  the  parties 
being  firft  inferted:  they  are  then  to  fign  the  fame;  the  man  firft; 
the  woman  with  her  maiden  or  widow  name  ;  the  relations  next  j 
and  fuch  others  prefent  at  the  folemnity  as  think  proper.  1 754* 
— 1790. — 1801. 
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The  Form  of  the  Certificate. 

h,^.of  ^fotiofT>,'B.  of  in 

the  of  ,  yeoman,  afid  E .  his  wife, 

andD,  E.  daughter  ofM,  E.  of  in  the  of 

,  draper,  and  M.  his  wife,  having  declared  their 
intention  of  taking  each  other  in  marriage  before  the  monthly  meeting 
of  Friends,  commonly  called  ^takers,  of  in  tht  of 

,  the  proceedings  of  the  f aid  A.  B.  and  D.  E.  after  due 
inquiry  and  deliberate  confideration  thereof  were  allowed  by  the  f aid 
meeting,  they  appearing  clear  of  all  others,  and  having  co?ifent  of 
parents   [or  guardians,  as  the  cafe  may  be].     No'w  thefe  are  to 
certify,  that  for  the  accompUfhing  of  their  f aid  marriage,  this 

day  of  the  month  in    the  year   one  thoufand  eight   ,.  Record*  i. 

hundred  zind  ,  they  the  f aid  A.  B.  and  D.  E.  appeared  at 

a  public  ajfembly  of  the  aforefaid  people,  in  their  meeting-houfe  in 
[or  at,  as  the  cafe  may  be]  ;  and  he  the  faid 

A.  B.  taking  the  faid  D.  E,  by  the  handy  declared  as  followeth : 


And  the  faid  D.  E.  did  then  and  there,  in  the  faid  ajjembly,  declare 
^s  followeth : 


And  the  faid  A.  B.  andT).  'E.  as  a  further  confirmation  thereof 
and  in  tefimony  thereunto^  did  then  and  there  to  thefe  prefetitsfet 
their  hands, 

j\»  XJ»  For  Form  cf 

.j-^  y-,  Marriage  Rf 

,  JL'.  xLit  sifters,  -vid. 

Wey  being  prefent  at  the  above/aid  marriage^  Reeordi  a. 

have  alfo  fubfcr'ibed  our  names   as   iv'itnejfes 

thereunto.^  the  day  and  year  above  ivrltten. 
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9  It  is  our  living  fenfe  and  judgment,  that  not  only  tliofe  marriages 

of  near  kindred,  exprefsly  forbidden  under  the  law,  ought  not  to 
be  pradifed  under  the  gofpel ;  but  that  we  in  our  day  ought  not 
^.  Ko.  10.  to  take  firft  coufms  in  marriage,  being  brought  to  that  fpiritual  dif- 
penfation  which  gives  dominion  over  the  aflfedions,  and  leads  to 
thofe  marriages  which  are  more  natural,  and  of  better  report. 
And  though  fome  through  weaknefs  have  been  drawn  into  fuch 
marriages  (which  being  done  muft  not  be  broken),  yet  let  not 
their  pradice  be  a  precedent  or  example  to  any  others  amongft  us 
for  the  time  to  come. 

That  fuch  friends  as  have  with  ferious  advice,  due  deliberation, 
free  and  mutual  confent,  abfolutely  agreed,  efpoufed,  or  contraded 
upon  the  account  of  marriage,  fhall  not  be  allowed,  or  owned 
amongft  us,  in  any  unfaithfulnefs  or  injuftice  one  to  another,  to 
break  or  violate  any  fuch  contrad  or  engagement :  which  is  to 
the  reproach  of  truth,  or  injury  one  of  another.  And  where  any 
fuch  injury,  breach,  or  violation  of  fuch  folemn  contrad  is  known 
or  complained  of,  or  enmity  or  ftrife  occafioned  thereby,  we  ad- 
vife  and  counfel  that  a  few  faithful  friends,  both  men  and  women, 
in  their  refpedive  meetings  to  which  the  parties  belong,  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  caufe  thereof,  and  bring  judgment 
over  them  that  have  offended  in  this  cafe,  until  they  come  to 
unfeigned  repentance. 

And,  further,  we  advife  and  exhort  that  no  engagements  mside 
without  honeft  endeavours  to  obtain,  or  due  regard  firft  had  to, 
the  counfel  and  confent  of  parents,  relations,  and  friends,  be 
countenanced  ;  that  fo  all  foolifti  and  unbridled  affedions,  and  all 
infnaring  and  felfifti  ends,  be  not  fo  much  as  found  among  us  on 
any  hand.   1675. 

TO  This  meeting,  on  receiving  a  minute  relating  to  marriage  of 
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perfons  near  of  kin,  having  taken  into  confideration  the  yearly 
meeting  minute  of  1675,  made  agalnft  fuch  marriages,  and  par- 
ticularly of  firft  coufms,  do  declare  it  to  be  our  fenfe  and  judgment, 
that  no  monthly  meeting  (hould  pafs  firft  coufnis  in  order  for 
marriage  ;  and  this  meeting  earneftly  defires  all  friends,  whenever 
they  know  or  hear  of  any  firft  coufms  defigning  or  intending 
to  marry,  that  they  immediately  advife  them  againft  it.  1747^ 
— i8ji. 

In  order  to  put  a  flop  to  an  undue  liberty  in  contrading  ii 

marriages  with  fuch  as  are  not  of  our  fociety,  it  is  advifed,  that 
all  parents  and  guardians  of  cliildren  do  take  efpecial  care,  as 
much  as  in  them  lies,  to  prevent  their  children  from  running 
into  fuch  marriages  ;  and  that  the  friends  of  each  particular 
meeting,  as  alfo  of  the  monthly  meeting  to  which  fuch  perfons 
belong,  do,  in  the  wifdom  and  ])ower  of  truth,  ufe  their  endeavours 
to  put  a  ftop  to  the  faid  evil,  by  admonifhing  fuch  as  may  attempt  ^.qvctIcs 
to  marry  as  aforefaid,  to  defift  from  accompliftiing  the  fame ;  but  3,^^11. 
if  they  refufe  to  take  counfel,  or  privately  go  on  to  marry  as 
aforefaid,  that  then  fuch  perfons  be  dealt  with  according  to  the 
good  order  of  truth,  and  judgment  fixed  upon  all  who  take  fuch 
undue  liberty.      1719.  P.  E. 

This  meeting,  having  deliberately  confidered  the  great  exercife  12 

brought  upon  our  fociety  by  divers  in  profefTion  with  us,  who, 
contrary  to  our  known  principles,  and  the  wholefome  difcipline 
eftabliflaed  among  us,  are  joined  in  marriage  by  the  prieft  with 
perfons  either  of  our  own  or  other  perfuafions,  doth  earneftly 
advife,  that  all  friends  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  prevent- 
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fuch  marriages,  wlienfoever  the  parties'  inclinations  may  come  t© 
their  knowledge. 

And  it  is  the  fenfe  and  judgment  of  this  meeting,  that  where 
any  marry  by  the  prieft,  or  in  any  other  manner  contrary  to 
the  eftabliihed  rules  of  the  fociety,  they  fhall  be  dealt  with  in  a 
fpirit  of  Chriftian  love  and  tendernefs,  agreeably  to  our  known 
difcipline ;  and  that  after  the  commiffion  of  fuch  offence,  their 

^Monthly        collcdiion  fliall  uot  be  received,  nor  fliall  they  be  relieved  in  the 
6,  la) far.      mauucr  of  poor  friends,  nor  be  admitted  to  fit  in   meetings  of 
difcipline,  until  they  be  reftored  into  unity  with  the  monthly 
meeting  to  which  they  belong. 

And  we  earneftly  advife,  that  you  watch  diligently  over 
one  another  for  good,  and  that  you  deal  in  due  time  with  fuch 
offenders,  endeavouring  to  reclaim  and  reftore  them  by  bro- 
therly admonition  and  counfel ;  but  where,  after  patient  waiting, 
you  find  that  your  continued  labour  of  love  hath  not  its  defired 
effed",  that  you  negled:  not  to  tellify  againfl  and  difown  fuch 
perfons ;  that  the  end  and  defign  of  friends  in  fettling  a  whole- 
fome  difcipline  among  us  may  be  anfwered.  1744.- — 1783.  But 
as  exprefs  diredions  cannot  be  given  for  each  particular  cafe  that 
may  arife,  it  feems  to  us  that  the  feveral  monthly  meetings  are  at 
liberty  to  judge  how  often  fuch  offenders  are  to  be  vifited  and 
dealt  with,  and  in  what  manner  they  are  to  be  proceeded  againfl. 
Likewife  monthly  meetings  are  to  judge  of  the  fincerity  of  fuch 

'''Spar'         acknowledgments  as  may  be  offered  to  them,  and  to  accept  or 
rejed,  as  in  true  wifdom  may  feem  meet.     1768. 

13  This  meeting  being  forrowfully  afFeded  under  the  confideration 

of  divers  in  our  fociety  entering  into  marriage  with  fuch  as  are 
not  of  the  fame  faith ;  or  being  married,  in  a  manner  contrary  to 
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our  eftablifhed  rules,  with  fuch  as  are  in  profeflion  with  us ;  to 
prevent  which,  many  minutes  diieding  dealing  with  fuch  offen- 
ders have  from  time  to  time  been  made ;  but  the  faid  minutes 
not  appearing  to  extend  to  parents  and  guardians,  that  may  be 
confenting  to  or  encouraging  fuch  marriages ;  it  is  therefore  the 
direction  of  this  meeting,  when  that  appears  to  be  the  cafe,  that 
fuch  parents  or  guardians,  fo  offending,  be  dealt  with  in  a  fpirit 
of  Chriftian  love  and  meeknefs  ;  and  unlefs  fatisfa6:ion  be  given 
to  the  monthly  meeting  in  which  fuch  circumftances  may  fall 
out,  that  a  teftimony  go  forth  for  the  clearing  of  truth  agaihfl; 
fuch  offenders.      1752. 

We    alfo   recommend   the  good  order  of  friend's  relating  to  14- 

marriage,  that  it  be  carefully  preferved  and  duly  maintained  in 
the  firft  and  earlieft  proceedings  leading  thereunto,  as  well  as  the 
orderly  folemnization  thereof ;  and  if  any  perfons,  contrary  to  the 
repeated  advice  and  eftablifhed  order  of  friends,  fhall,  under  any 
pretence  whatfoever,  prefume  to  take  one  another  in  any  meeting 
for  worfliip,  without  the  confent  of  the  monthly  meeting  to 
which  they  belong,  fuch  proceeding  being  of  a  clandeftine  nature, 
tending  to  make  void  the  juft  care  of  friends  in  that  cafe,  which 
is  of  good  efteem  among  the  people,  we  advife  that  the  monthly 
meeting  do  not  fait  to  tefl:ify  againft  the  practice,  as  well  as  againft 
the  perfons  concerned  therein.      1730.  P.  E. 

This  meeting  is  of  the  judgment,  that  when  a  woman  marries  15. 

a  member  of  another  monthly  meeting,  in  a  manner  contrary  to 
our  rules,  fhe  fhould  be  dealt  with  by,  or  on  behalf  of,  the 
monthly  meeting  to  which  Ihe  belonged  before  marriage.     1796^ 
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16  This  meeting  having  folidly  confidered  the  great  inconfiflency, 

and  pernicious  efFeds,  of  marriages  by  the  prieft  with  perlbns  not 
of  our  fociety,  as  being  a  violation  of  our  teftimony  againft  a 
hireling  miniitry,  which  we,  as  a  people,  have  always  believed  it 
our  duty  to  teftify  againft ;  feeing  alfo  that  diforder  in  families 
is  thereby  occafioned,  generally  rendering  a  married  ftate  (which 
under  the  divine  blefhng,  and  within  the  limits  of  truth,  is  helpful 
towards  a  religious  growth)  a  ftate  of  confufion  and  perplexity, 
and  laying  wafte  that  united  religious  care,  which  ought  to  ac- 
company the  minds  of  parents  for  the  education  of  their  offspring 
in  the  principles  of  true  religion  ; — under  the  forrowful  confider- 
ation  of  thefe  and  other  unhappy  effeds  of  fuch  undue  proceedings, 
and  the  great  difficulty  of  reclaiming  fuch  offenders,  when  thus 
united  to  perfons  of  different  religious  principles  -,  we  earneftly 
advife  all  parents,  and  others  who  have  youth  committed  to  their 
care,  to  be  very  watchful  againft  their  forming  fuch  connexions; 
and  when  they,  or  overfeers  and  elders,  perceive  any  in  danger 
thereof,  that  they  timely  advife  and  deal  with  them,  to  prevent 
their  being  thus  entangled. 

And  as  we  have  great  caufe  to  believe,  that  remiffnefs  in  dealing, 
and  weaknefs  in  fome  monthly  meetings  in  accepting  fuperficial 
and  infmcere  acknowledgments,  have  had  a  great  tendency  to 
promote  fuch  marriages,  we  earneftly  advife,  that  monthly  meet- 
ings be  very  careful  not  to  accept  acknowledgments  without  full 
fatisfadion  of  the  fmcere  repentance  of  fuch  tranfgreffors,  mani- 
fefted  by  a  condud  circumfped  and  confiftent  with  our  religious 
profeffion.     1783. 

Aiii'jld.  Monthly  Meet.  6,  /^ /.^fr.— Queries  2,  ^  JY"^.— Records  2.— Rem.  &  Sett.  r.  7, 
R.  X— Worn.  Meet.  3.  6,  Art.  II. 
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ADVISED,  that  fervants  profefling  the  truth  behave  them-  i 

felves  in  due  fubjedion,  humility,  and  plainnefs,  as  becomes  their 
profeffion  and  places;  and  likewife,  that  maflers  and  miftreffes 
behave  themfelves  toward  their  fervants,  according  to  the  apoftle'si 
diredion.  Eph.  vi.  5,  6,  9.  Col.  iv.  i.  i  Tim.  vi.  1,2.  Titusii. 
9,  10.   I  Pet.  ii.  18,  19,  20.     1703.  P.  E. 

A  religious  care  is  recommended  toward  our  fervants,  that  alt  2 

appearance  of  pride,  idlenefs,  and  vain  converfation  in  them  may 
be  difcouraged ;  and  that  they  may  be  exhorted  to  attend  Firft-day 
and  week-day  meetings,  and  have  a  fenfe  of  God's  love  upon  their 
fpirits,  and  therein  partake  of  the  fweetnefs  of  truth;  and,  in  the 
difcharge  of  their  duty  to  God,  and  to  their  mailers  and  miftrefles, 
know  peace  in  themfelves.      1 7 1 8.  W.  E. 

We  earneftly  entreat,  that  it  may  be  the  conftant  care  of  all  3 

matters  and  miftrefles  properly  to  teach,  reftrain,  and  example    "j^'^'pj,. 
thofe  whom  Providence  hath  placed  under  them,  for  their  help,      ^'  ^  ^^^• 
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direction,  and  prefervation,  and  for  whom  an  account  muft  be 
rendered ;  bringing  them  up  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  in  that 
fobriety,  moderation,  and  plainnefs  of  fpeech,  apparel,  and  deport- 
ment, which  become  a  people  profeffing  to  be  followers  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the  perfed  pattern  of  humility  and  felf-denial, 
Phil.  ii.  7.  who  "  made  himfelf  of  no  reputation,"  but  *'  took  upon  him  the 
I  Tim.  vi.  "  form  of  a  fervant ;  "  yet  is  flyled  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  "  The 
"  bleffed  and  only  Potentate,  the  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of 
"  lords ;  who  only  hath  immortality,  dwelling  in  the  light." 
1760.  P.  E. 

4  The  fituation  of  the  offspring,  and  of  the  fervants,  of  thofe  who 

neglect  the  due  attendance  of  our  religious  meetings,  is  greatly  to 
be  lamented  ;  as  is  that  even  of  fome  who,  though  frequently 
feen  at  them,  do  not,  by  their  conduct,  feem  to  believe  that  it 
is  required  of  them  to  allow  their  dependents  alfo  to  attend;  but 
are  leaving  thefe  ftill  to  purfue  the  world  for  them  at  home.  For 
jobxxxi.  24.  if  any  have,  in  a  greater  or  a  lefs  degree,  made  gold  their  hope, 
or  have  "  faid  to  the  fine  gold,  Thou  art  my  confidence,'*  it 
will  be  found  that,  in  proportion,  they  will  be  flack  in  bringing 
th^ir  families  to  our  accuftomed  opportunities  for  public  worfhip, 
1797c  P.  E. 

Andvid.  Books  a. — Parents,  &c.  i,  10.  11. — Plainnefs  6.  8.--Queries  Z,  Adv.  IJJ.  If. 
— Rem.  &  Sett.  7,  R.  JV  to  T/i/.— Scriptures, /«/}. 
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AGREED,  that  certain  friends  of  this  city  be  nominated  to  keep  i 

a  conftant  meeting  about  fufferings  four  times  in  a  year,  with  the  ^,  No.n.. 
day  and  time  of  each  meeting  here  fixed  and  fettled.  That  at 
leaft  one  friend  of  each  county  be  appointed  by  the  quarterly 
meeting  thereof,  to  be  in  readinefs  to  repair  to  any  of  the  faid 
meetings  at  this  city,  at  fuch  times  as  their  urgent  occafions  or 
fufferings  fhall  require.      1675. 

N.  B.  It  appears  by  the  records  of  the  meeting  for  fufferings, 

that  the  late  mode  of  meeting  every  week  was  praftifed  in 

the  year  1676. 

It  IS  agreed  to  be  fufEcient,  that  the  meeting  for  fufferings  be  2 

held  in  courfe  on  the  firft  Sixth-day  in  each  month;  fubjed  never- 
thelefs,  on  any  emergency,  to  the  call  of  any  five  of  the  members 
thereof.     1794. — 1798. 

Agreed,  that  the  meeting  for  fufferings  do  confifl  of  correfpon-  3 

dents  appointed  by  the  feveral  quarterly  meetings,  and  by  foreign  v.Av^r.s, 
parts  correfponding  with  this  meeting,  alfo  of  approved  men 
minifters ;  that  no  quarterly  meeting  fhall  appoint  more  than 
four  correfpondents  in  London,  and  that  no  friend  fhall  be  ap- 
pointed for  more  than  four  places.  1702. — 1717' — 1770.-— 
1801. 
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4  This  meeting  having  confidered  the  nature  and  importance  of 

the  affairs  tranfaded  by  the  meeting  for  fulferings,  and  the  con- 
tinued neceffity  there  is  that  they  fhould  be  managed  by  grave 
and  weighty  friends,  fuch  as  are  themfelves  men  of  clean  hands, 
and  adorning  the  dodrine  they  profefs,  in  their  lives  and  con- 
verfation  ;  it  is  the  earneft  defire  of  this  meeting,  that  friends  be 
particularly  careful  in  their  choice  of  fuch  as  are  to  a6l  as 
correfpondents,  either  in  the  city  or  the  counties  ;  informing 
themfelves,  as  much  as  may  be,  of  the  qualifications  of  thofe 
who  are  intended  for  fuch  fervices  ;  and  that  fuch  only  may 
be  nominated  as  are  faithful  in  the  feveral  branches  of  our 
Chriffian  teflimony  againfl  tithes,  bearing  arms,  and  oaths,  and 
are  alfo  exemplary  in  their  condudt  and  converfation  amongfl 
men,  and  coming  up  in  that  plainnefs  of  fpeech,  behaviour,  and 
apparel,  which  highly  becomes  thofe  in  an  efpecial  manner,  who 
are  concerned  in  managing  the  affairs  of  the  church.     1747» 

^  It  is  agreed  that  the  minute  of  1 747,*  relating  to  the  choice  of 

•  Nc.4.  correfpondents,  be  read  previouHy  to   the  calling  over  of  the 

correfpondent-book.      1759* 

6  The  elders  and  overfeers  of  the  feveral  monthly  meetings  in 

London,  are  dired:ed  to  take  particular  notice  of  thofe  friends  in 
their  refpedive  quarters,  whofe  condud:  and  converfation  appear 
to  be  agreeable  to  the  defcription  given  in  the  minute  of  the 

*  No.  4.  yearly  meeting  in  1747,*  refpeding  the  choice  of  correfpondents. 

And  thofe  elders  and  overfeers  are  to  meet  together  annually, 
about  three  months  before  the  yearly  meeting,  and  make  a  lift  of 
fuch  friends'  names,  as  fhall  be  by  them  approved  for  this  fervice; 
and  leave  the  faid  lifl  with  the  clerk  of  the  meeting  for  fufferings, 
for  the  information  of  friends  in  the  country. 
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Nevertheless,  it  is  not  hereby  intended  to  reftrain  them  from 
choofmg  any  member  of  that  meeting,  whofe  qualifications  are 
known  to  be  conformable  to  the  minute  above-mentioned,  pro- 
vided he  is  not  already  a  correfpondent  for  more  than  three 
places.      1772. 

Agreed^  that  the  quarterly  meetings  be  directed  exprefsly  to  7 

give  inftrudions  to  their  deputies  who  attend  this  meeting,  what    -v.  Yearly 
correfpondents  they  fhall  nominate  in  the  city,  in  the  room  of 
any  friends  deceafed  or  removed;  or  elfe  exprefsly  leave  them  to 
their  liberty  of  choice.      1725. 

In  the  epiftles  to  foreign  parts,  friends  are  to  be  acquainted  of  8 

fuch  friends  as  are  named  in  London,  for  them  to  correfpond 
with  upon  the  affairs  of  truth,  and  to  inform  them  how  they 
may  dire6:  to  them,  if  the  friends  there  approve  of  them ;  other- 
wife,  that  they  advife  this  meeting  whom  they  would  have  for 
their  correfpondents,  and  that  they  let  friends  in  London  know 
to  whom  and  where  they  fhall  dired:,      1709. 

The  meeting  for  fufferings,  on  the  removal  of  ?.ny  of  its  9 

members,  by  death  or  otherwife,  from  the  office  of  correfpondent, 
is  to  give  notice  to  the  quarterly  meeting  by  which  fuch  corref- 
pondent was  appointed,  in  order  that  the  quarterly  meeting  may 
be  prepared  to  propofe  a  fucceffor  at  the  enfuing  yearly  meeting ; 
and  the  feveral  quarterly  meetings  are  to  give  fimilar  information 
to  the  meeting  for  fufferings  :  and  it  is  agreed,  that  fuch  members 
of  the  meeting  for  fufferings,  in  London,  as  do  not  attend  it  fix 
times  in  the  year,  be  difcharged  by  this  meeting,  unlefs  fufHcient 
reafon  be  rendered  for  their  abfence.      1725* — 1737' — 180K 
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10  Agreed,  that  each  quarterly  meeting  take  care  to  advlfe  the 
correfpondents  for  the  counties,  and  any  others  concerned,  to 
write  only  to  the  correfpondents  in  London,  about  their  fufFerings; 
and  not  to  other  perfons,  left  the  fuffering  cafe  be  delayed. 
1693. 

1 1  This  meeting  defires  that  friends  in  the  feveral  counties  will  be 
diligent  in  acquainting  the  meeting  for  fufferings  with  any  appli- 
cations that  are  likely  to  be  made  to  parliament,  in  cafes  that  may 
affect  friends  j  fuch  as  enclofmg  lands,  building  or  repairing 
fleeple-houfes,  or  other  local  occafions,  which  may  be  known  in 
the  country  much  fooner,  than  to  the  meeting  for  fufferings : 
for  want  of  which  intelligence,  opportunities  may  be  loft  for 
foliciting  relief,  that  by  timely  application  might  have  been 
obtained.      1765. 

1 2  On  confidering  the  cafe  of  perfons  refiding  in  foreign  parts, 
who  may  appear  to  be  under  convincement,  and  may  apply  to 

V.  Conv.  Pe''-  .,.  ,^...  Ill  •  r 

foils, /.T/:.  be  received  into  membermip,  it  is  agreed,  that  the  meeting  for 
fufferings  may  receive  and  judge  of  fuch  applications,  and  admit 
fuch  perfons  into  memberlliip ;  after  which,  the  faid  meeting 
may  be  at  liberty,  if  occafion  fhould  arife,  to  empower  any 
monthly  meeting  to  perform  any  ad:  of  difcipline  that  may 
become  neceffary  towards  fuch  perfons :  and  it  is  further  agreed, 
that  the  meeting  for  fufferings  report  all  fuch  admiffions  to  the 
fucceeding  yearly  meeting.      1793. 

13  Dlvsrs  inconveniences  and,  difappointments  having  occurred 
for  want  of  a  correal  lift  of  meetings  for  worfliip  and  difcipline, 
and  the  times  and  places  of  holding  them,  the  feveral  quarterly 
meetings  are  directed  to  procure  from  their  monthly,  preparative, 
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and  particular  meetings,  a  clear  and  dlftln^t  account  of  the  rule, 
the  times,  and  places  of  holding  all  the  meetings  for  worfhip  and 
difcipline,  and  meetings  of  minifters  and  elders,  within  the  fame, 
and  tranfmit  fuch  account,  figned  by  the  clerk  of  each  quarterly- 
meeting,  yearly  from  the  autumn  quarterly  meeting,  to  one  of 
their  correfpondents  in  London  ;  and  this  meeting  further  directs 
that  the  meeting  for  fufferings  fhall  annually  print  the  fame  in 
fuch  manner  as  it  fhall  think  moft  likely  to  anfwer  the  end 
defigned.      1 800. 

Andvid.  Books  6.  8. 10— Mora.  Meet,  i. — Nat.  St.  I.  3.4 SufF.  4.  6.— Yearly  Meet.  6. 9. 
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AS  it  hath  been  our  care  and  pradlice  from  the  beginning,  that 
an  open  teftimony  for  the  Lord  Ihould  be  borne,  and  a  public 
flandard  for  truth  and  righteoufnefs  upheld,  in  the  power  and 
fphit  of  God,  by  our  open  and  known  meetings,  againft  the 
fpirit  of  perfecution,  that  in  all  ages  hath  fought  to  lay  wafte 
God's  heritage ;  and  as  only  through  faithfulnefs,  conftancy,  and 
patience,  victory  hath  been  and  is  obtained ;  fo  it  is  our  advice 
and  judgment,  that  all  friends,  gathered  in  the  name  of  Jefus, 
keep  up  thefe  public  teftimonies  in  their  refpe(Sive  places ;  and 
not  decline,  forfake,  or  remove  their  public  affemblies,  becaufe 
of  times  of  fufFerings;  as  worldly,  fearful,  and  politic  profeffors 
have  done,  becaufe  of  informers,  and  the  like  perfecutors :  for 
fuch  pra(Stices  are  not  confiftent  with  the  nobility  of  the  truth, 
and  therefore  not  to  be  owned  in  the  church  of  Chrift.  1675. 
W.  E. 

By  how  much  the  more  it  is  a  day  of  trial,  and  an  hour  of 
temptation,  forfake  ye  not  the  affembling  of  yourfelves  together; 
but  by  fo  much  the  more  be  zealous,  and  diligent  in  keeping  all 
your  meetings  in  the  Lord's  everlafting  power,  by  which  they 
were  fet  up :  and  as  you  are  found  diligent  and  ftedfaft  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord,  the  God  of  peace  will  fuddenly  tread  down 
Satan  under  your  feet,  and  plentifully  reward  your  patience  and 
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perfeverance  with  the  durable  bleflings,  peace,  and  joy  of  that 
kingdom  which  was  before  the  world  began,  and  that  never 
fliall  have  an  end.     1678,  W.  E. 

Let  every  one  be  watchful  againft  an  earthly  fpirit,  for  that  3- 

will  choke  the  good  feed,  and  bring  forth  a  flighting  or  neglect- 
ing of  your  teftimony  in  your  Firft-day,  and  weekr-day  meetings, 
and  bring  a  decay  of  your  ftrength  and  zeal  for  God,  and  his 
truth,  and  bring  a  weaknefs  upon  you,  by  reafon  whereof  you 
will  not  be  able  to  ftand  in  an  hour  of  temptation.      1689.  P.  E, 

Advifed,  that  friends  keep  their  children  to  a  confl:ant,feafonable5  4 

and  orderly  frequenting,  as  well  of  week-day,  as  of  Firft-day 
meetings;  inftru6ting  them  to  have  their  minds  flayed  in  the 
divine  gift,  to  wait  upon  the  Lord  therein  to  receive  a  portion  of 
his  fpiritual  favour ;  that  they,  from  the  tendering  virtue  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  may  be  engaged  in  heart  and  mind  to  walk  worthy 
of  fo  great  grace;  and,  in  a  holy  zeal  to  honour  God,  fubmit  to 
bear  the  crofs,  endure  the  fhame,  and  become  witneffes  for  him 
amongft  the  fons  of  men.      1723.  P..  E^, 

Advifed,  that  friends,  though  meetings  are  fometimes  held  in  5 

filence,  would  not  negled:  their  attendance;  for  the  hungry  foul 
will  labour  for  bread,  and  the  thirfty,  for  the  water  of  life,  and 
the  diligent  hand  will  make  rich  in  that  treafure  which  is  of  an 
enduring  fubftance.      1 724.  P,  E. 

In  your  religious  meetings  for  the  worfhip  of  God,  be  diligent  6 

to  wait  on  him,  whereby  you  may  renew  your  ftrength,  and 
witnefs  him  your  fufficient  help>  for  furely  many  of  us  have 
caufe  thankfully  to  remember  his  early  vifitations  in  the  aflemblies 
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of  his  people;  where  he  broke  in  upon  our  hearts  with  his  power 
and  love,  and  did,  in  the  needful  time,  adminifter  help,  comfort, 
and  counfel;  whereby,  in  the  renewings  thereof,  we  have  been 
upheld  in  a  faithful  teftimony,  and  in  the  difcharge  of  our  duty 
to  him.      1725.  P.  E« 


7 

•<!».  Difcipl.  &c. 
20. 

Scriptures 
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And  we  earneftly  exhort,  that  ye  hold  faft  the  profeffioii 
of  faith  in  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  without  wavering ;  both  in 
refpedt  to  his  outward  coming  in  the  fiefh,  his  fufferings,  death, 
refurredlion,  afcenfion,  mediation,  and  interceflion  at  the  right 
hand  of  the  Father;  and  to  the  inward  manifeftation  of  his  grace 
and  Holy  Spirit  in  our  hearts,  powerfully  working  in  the  foul  of 
man,  to  the  fubduing  of  every  evil  aifedlion  and  luft,  and  to  the 
purifying  of  our  confciences  from  dead  works,  to  ferve  the  living 
God;  that  through  the  virtue  and  efficacy  of  this  moft  holy 
faith,  ye  may  become  ftrong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of 
his  might ;  which  will  enable  you  to  worfhip  God  in  fpirit  with 
acceptance,  and  preferve  you,  in  a  lively  frame  of  mind,  from  a 
drowfy  and  lukewarm  fpirit,  which  in  all  our  religious  afTemblies 
ought  to  be  guarded  againft  with  the  utmoft  care  and  circum- 
fpedion.  In  this  lively  faith,  and  pure  life  of  Chrift,  you  will 
have  victory  over  the  world,  over  your  defires  after  the  grandeur 
and  perifhing  things  thereof,  and  over  all  corrupt  cuftoms  and 
fafhions,  which  are  contrary  to  the  purity  of  the  gofpel,  and  to 
our  ancient  Chriftian  teftin*ony.      iJS^"  P.  E« 


3  Take  care,  we  befeech  you,  in  this  day  of  eafe  and  liberty,  left 

a  fpirit  of  lukewarmnefs  and  indifference  prevail  over  you,  to  the 
flopping  up  of  the  ftreams  of  the  water  of  life,  and  rendering  you 
like  the  barren  heath  in  the  defert,  which  knoweth  not  when 
good  comes.     We  entreat  you  to  be  efpecially  watchful  in  this 
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behalf,  that  an  indolent  and  fluggifh  difpofition  appear  not  among 
you,  to  the  ftumbling  of  fuch  ferious  inquirers  as  may  attend  our  .^.  AV9, 
meetings,  in  expedation  of  that  life  and  power,  to  which  the  fons%' 
obfervation  of  your  indifference  and  unconcernednefs  may  give 
them  too  juft  caufe  to  fufped:  that  ye  yourfelves  are  ftrangers. 
1741.  P.  E. 

In  all  your  meetings  for  the  worfliip  of  Almighty  God,  let  o 

your  deportment  be  fuch  as 'may  demonftrate,  that  you  are  in  '-^"-ij- 
earneft  in  the  great  duty  of  waiting  upon  and  worfhipping  God  • 
in  fpirit;  that  ferious  and  tender-hearted  inquirers  may  be  en- 
couraged to  come  and  partake,  in  your  affemblies,  of  that  inward 
and  fpiritual  confolation  and  refrelhment,  which  the  Lord  is 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  impart  to  the  fouls  of  fuch  as  are  humbled 
in  his  fight,  and  approach  his  holy  prefence  with  reverence  and 
fear.     1744.  P.  E. 

Let  not  the   fmalnefs  of  your  numbers  difcourage  you  from  10 

conftantly  attending  thofe  meetings,  inafmuch  as  the  words  of 
Chrift  remain  unchangeably  true  and  ftedfaft,  "  Where  two  or  Matth.  xvhL 
*'  three  are  gathered  together  in  my  name,  there  am  I  in  the  midll 
"  of  them."  But  it  hath  beenjuftly  obferved,  that  where  remiff- 
nefs  and  neglect  of  attending  meetings  for  worlhiphave  prevailed^ 
it  hath  been  too  often  an  inlet  to  further  declenfion,  and  fuch 
other  undue  liberties,  as  truth  and  its  guidance  do  by  no  means 
admit  of.     1754.  P»  E. 

We  therefore  tenderly  exhort  fuch  as,  through  fear  of  negledling  1 1 

their  temporal  concerns,  or  other  confiderations,  are  kept  from  a 
due  attendance  of  thefe  meetings,  ferioufly  to  confider  that  gra- 

L  2 
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Matth.vj.  3j.  clous  promife  left  upon  record:  "  Seek  ye  firft  the  kingdom  of 
"  God,  and  his  righteoufnefs,  and  all  thefe  things  fhall  be  added 
"  unto  you."  Some  of  us  have  to  teftify,  that  our  outward  affairs 
have  not  fuffered,  by  giving  up  our  time,  the  few  hours  fet  apart 
for  religious  worfhip;  but,  on  the  contrary,  our  minds  have  been 
thereby  greatly  ftrengthened  to  come  up  w^ith  propriety  in  the 
duties  we  owe  to  God,  to  our  families,  and  to  all  mankind. 
1758.  p.  E. 

1 2  When  gathered  in  your  religious  affemblies,  be  truly  concerned 

to  retire  to  the  divine  and  heavenly  gift;  which  will  minifter  to 
every  ftate  and  condition,  though  you  may  hav€  no  outward 
teaching ;  and  will  direct  you  to  wait  without  being  reftlefs  or 
uneafy,  till  it  be  a  proper  time  to  break  up  your  meetings  with 
that  decency  and  folemnity,  which  ihould  attend  our  minds  in 
fuch  fervice  :  for  want  of  which,  fome  forward  fpirits,  who  have 
been  deilitute  of  the  right  and  true  feeling,  in  which  fuch  fervice 
ihould  be  performed,  have  broken  up  meetings  in  an  unbecoming 
manner,  to  the  forrow  and  pain  of  mind  of  fuch  as  have  been 
truly  concerned  for  the  good  and  profperity  of  Sion.      iJSS' 

I  n  Although  we  are  well  aware,  that,  "  Except  the  Lord  build 

pf.  cxxvii.  I.  «  the  houfe,  they  labour  in  vain  that  build  it;  except  the  Lord 
"  keep  the  city,  the  watchman  waketh  but  in  vain ;"  and  though 
we  have  repeatedly  recommended  a  diligent  attendance  of  meet- 
ings for  worfhip  on  other  days,  as  well  as  on  the  Firft-day  of  the 
week ;  yet  as  fpiritual  welfare  depends  on  an  experience  of  the 
Rom.vi.  II.  faving  virtue  of  truth,  ^vhich  alone  makes  **  alive  unto  God," 
w^e  renew  our  earneft  exhortation  that  ye  forfake  not  the  affem- 
bling  of  yourfelves  together.  O  that  the  weightinefs  of  our 
fpirits,  and  the  gravity  of  our  deportment,  in  religious  meetings, 
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might  be  fuch  as  to  excite  an  awful  fenfatlon  in  obfervers;  and 
that,  at  their  conclufion,  we  might  avoid  trivial  or  unnecefTary 
converfation :  our  conduct,  as  well  as  countenances,  befpeaking 
that  we  had  been  with  Jefus  !      1792.  P.  E. 

They  who  are  obedient  to   this  univerfal  injunction   of  our  14 

Saviour,  "  Watch,"  are  prepared  for  the  due  fulfilling  of  every  Markxiii.37. 
duty;  and  eminently  fo,  for  that  moft  eflential  one  of  worfhip. 
How  many  feel  themfelves  languid,  when  affembled  for  this 
folemn  purpofe,  for  want  of  a  previous  preparation  of  heart ! 
The  mind,  crowded  with  thoughts  on  outward  things,  in  ap- 
proaching the  place  for  public  worfhip,  and  refuming  them  with 
avidity  on  its  return,  is  not  likely  to  fill  up  the  interval  to  profit; 
and  to  fuch,  their  meeting  together  may  prove  a  form  as  empty, 
as  any  of  thofe  out  of  which,  we  believe,  truth  called  our  fore- 
fathers, and  ftill  calls  us.      1800.   P.  E. 

Perfons  profefling  with  us,  who  abfent  themfelves  from  our         15 
religious  meetings,  and  difregard  the  repeated  advice  and  endea- 
vours of  friends  to  ftir  them  up  to  this  neceffary  duty,  are  to  be 
dealt  v/ith  by  the  monthly  meeting  to  which  they  belong,  even 
to  difowning,  if  the  cafe  require  it.      1770. 

It  is  the  judgment  of  this  meeting,  that  it  is  inconfiftent  with  16 

our  difcipline  to  have  meetings  appointed  or  held,  when  perfons 
difowned  are  interred  in  friends'  burying-grounds,  at  the  defire  of 
their  relations.     1770. 

It  is  the  judgment  of  this  meeting,  that  our  meeting-houfes  17 

fhould  not  be  lent  to  the  minifters  of  other  focieties,  who  do  not 
profefs  to  depend  on  divine   direction  in  every  ftep  taken  in 
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worfliip  and  minlftry  ;  and  for  the  ufe  of  modes  and  forms,  from, 
which  we  are  religioufly  reftrained.  On  this  account,  it  is  the 
further  judgment  of  this  meeting,  that  the  meeting-houfes  of  other 
focieties  fhould  be  very  cautioufly  applied  for,  or  accepted ;  and 
it  is  recommended  on  fuch  occafions,  if  unavoidable,  that  friends 
endeavour,  in  meeknefs  and  wifdom,  to  inform  fuch  as  are  free  to 
offer  their  meeting-houfes,  of  the  reafons  by  which  we  are  re^ 
ftrained  from  reciprocally  granting  our  own.     1799. 

AnJ.'vld.  Cond.  &  Converf.  6.-Difcipl.  &c.  3.-Maflers,  &c.  a.  4.-Meet.  for  Suff.  13.--- 

Min.  &  Eld.  &c.  I.  Z.  6.  12.  17.  27,  5'*/--- -^'^t.  St.  7.-Parents,  &c.  lO.-Quenes  Z,  ^  A 

2,^1.  5,  ^  //.  8,  Adv.  jr.  9,  Adv.  17.  Jt//.— accords  u 
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WE  are  forrowfully  afFeded  to  find  by  the  anfwers  to  the 
queries,  that  fome  friends  in  a  few  counties  have  failed  in  the 
maintenance  of  our  Chriftian  teftimony  againft  wars  and  fighting, 
by  joining  with  others  to  hire  fubftitutes,  and  by  the  payment  of 
money  to  exempt  themfelves  from  perfonal  fervice,  in  the  miUtia : 
a  practice  inconfiftenc  with  that  teftimony  to  the  reign  of  the 
Prince  of  Peace,  our  ancients  received,  and  were  concerned  to 
maintain  through  cruel  fufferings,  and  which  the  faithful  in  this 
day  dare  not  ihrink  from  :   which  defedion  from  our  Chriftian 
teftimony  and  general  practice,  having  been  matter  of  forrow  to 
this  meeting,  we  are  concerned  ftrongly  to  advife  againft,  and 
that  friends  every  where  ftand  faithful  and  fmgle  in  their  depen- 
dence on  the  Lord  for  prefervation,  who  alone  is  for  ever  able  to 
keep  in  perfect  fafety.     And  if  fuft*ering  be  the  lot  which  doth 
refult  from  fuch  obedience  to  the  divine  requiring,  fuch  will,   as 
they  abide  in  the  fimplicity  and  innocence  of  truth,  reap  the 
fruits  of  peace  in  their  own  bofom.     Let  therefore  the  care  of 
friends,  in  their  feveral  monthly  meetings,  be  exerted  to  prevent 
any   contributions  for   hiring  fubftitutes,  or  other   methods  of 
exempting  themfelves  from  the  militia  inconfiftent  with  our  well 
known  teftimony.      1760.  W.  E. 

It  is  our  fenfe  and  judgment  that  we  cannot,  confiftentiy  with 
our  well  known  principles,  adively  pay  the  rate  or  afteftbieiit^ 
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which  by  virtue  of  any  militia  ad,  may  be  impofed  in  lieu  of 
perfonal  fervice  ;  or  any  rates  or  aflefTments  made  for  advancing 
the  hire  or  enlifting-money  of  volunteers  ;  or  the  money  to  be 
raifed  and  given  to  militia  men.      And  as  overfeers  are  fome- 
times  direded  by  militia  afts,  to  make  the  faid  rates  and  aflelT- 
ments,   and  to  colled:  and  levy  the  fame,  fuch  friends  as  fhall 
be  in  that  office  are  advifed,  v^ith  meeknefs  and  prudence,   to 
inform  the  deputy  lieutenants  and  ading  juflices  v\dthin  their 
diflridls,  that  they  cannot  be  adive  in  or  concerning  fuch  rates* 
And  friends  are  defired  to  be  careful  to  guard  againft  paying, 
the  faid  rates  mixed  with  fome  other  rate.     And  as  friends  cannot 
confiftently  execute  what  the  law  requires  of  a  conftable,   in   this 
as  well  as  fome   other  refpeds,  who  for  the  refufal  thereof  is 
fubjeded  to  penalties   and  imprifonment ;  we  recommend  it  to 
friends  to  ufe  all  proper  means  with  their  neighbours,  fte wards 
of  courts,  andjuftices  of  the  peace,  to  be  excufed  from  that  office. 
And   we  think  it   expedient  that  friends  fhould  be   tenderly 
advifed  to  avoid  giving  occafion  of  reproach,  by  any  unjuftifi- 
able  endeavours  to  evade  the  law  ;  and  that,  in  all  cafes  whereia 
they  allege  a  confcientious  fcruple  for  not  adtively  paying  what 
».  Tithes  8.       niay  be  demanded  of  them,   they  manifeft,  by  a  patient  and 
Chriftian  condud:  under  fuch  fufferings   as  may  attend  in  con- 
fequence  thereof,  that  their  fcruples  are  real  and  fincere.      1762- 
— 1801. 

For  afts  of  parliament  on  the  fubjecl  of  the  militia,  'vid,  '  A  Col- 
*  ledion  of  Afts  of  Parliament,  and  Claufes  of  Afts  of  Parliament, 
^  relative  to  thofe  Proteftant  DifTenters  who  call  themfelves  Friends, 
'  but  who  are  generally  known  by  the  name  of  Quakers ;  from  the 
'Year  1688.*     W,  PJjillips.     1801. 

And  vid.  Queries  i,.^  FIII.—SuS.  /a/^.— Tithes  21.— War  I. 
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THIS  meeting  defires,  that  you  whom  the  Lord  hath  gifted  i 

with  a  public  teftimony  for  his  name  and  truth,  will,  in  this  day 
of  liberty,  be  diligent  to  vifit  the  heritage  of  God  in  their 
meetings,    and  eipecially  thofe  leaft  frequented.      1695.  P.  E. 

Advifed,   to  have  a  godly  care  of  judging  or  contradiding  one  2 

another  in   public  meetings  -,   or  (hewing  any  marks  or  iigns  of  "•  ^^"^  ^^ 
divifion  therein,   amongft  minifters  or  others  ;  it  being  of  a  very 
pernicious  confequence  to  bring  blame   or  contempt  upon  the 
miniftry,  and  a  great  hurt  to  our  youth  and  others.    1716.  P.  E» 

Advifed,  that  minifters,   in  all  their  preaching,  writing,  and  o 

converfmfr  about  the  thing's  of  God,  do  keep  to  the  form  of  '"''•  Qijenes 
found  words,  or  fcripture  terms  ;  and  that  none  pretend  to  be 
wife  above  what  is  written,  and  in  fuch  pretended  wifdom  go 
about  to  explain  the  things  of  God,  in  the  words  which  man's 
wifdom  teaches.     1728.  P.  E. 

M 
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A  The  Spirit  of  God  being  the  foundation  of  all  true  knowledge 

and  experience,  both  in  minifters  and  hearers,  we  earneftly  ex- 
hort that  all  would  diligently  wait  upon  and  mind  it :  minifters 
in  their  public  fervices,  efpecially,  ought  always  to  attend  clofely 
to  their  feveral  and  peculiar  gifts,  and  minifter  the  word  faithfully 
as  it  is  manifefted  and  revealed  to  them,  obferving  a  decent  and 
modeft  behaviour  in  the  exercife  of  their  miniftry ;  and  not  en- 
tangling themfelves  with  the  affairs  of  this  life,  that  they  may  the 
better  anfwer  the  holy  warfare  in  which  they  are  engaged.  And 
let  the  hearers  be  v;atchful  over  their  own  fpirits,  and  not  for- 
wardly  judge  or  cenfure  the  teftimonies  which  may  be  delivered 
amongft  them ;  for  if  they  be  not  very  careful  and  diligent  in 
attending  upon  the  Lord  in  meetings,  they  are  liable  to  miftake 
in  the  judgment  they  may  pafs  on  the  miniftry. 

Now  this  being  a  matter  of  great  moment,  for  the  prefervation 
of  love  and  concord  in  the  churches ;  and  knowing  the  danger 
and  ill  confequences  which  attend  a  hafty  and  cenforious  judg- 
ing of  the  miniftry ;  we  think  it  neceflary  to  caution  friends,  not 
to  let  their  own  fpirits  fway  them,  but  let  the  Spirit  of  God  rule 
and  reign  in  their  hearts  ;  for  this  will  preferve  all  in  fweetnefs 
and  tendernefs  one  towards  another  :  the  due  obfervance  of  which 
will  be  a  great  help  to  minifters  in  the  difcharge  of  their  duty, 
and  the  fervice  to  which  they  are  called. 
m.No.zi.  And   we  earneftly  requeft,   that  the  elders   in  monthly  and 

quarterly  meetings  would  be  ready  to  help  and  inform  the  weak, 
w^hen  fuitable  opportunities  prefent  ;  that,  both  minifters  and 
hearers  purfuing  one  and  the  fame  end,  namely,  the  glory  of 
God,  and  the  good  and  welfare  one  of  another,  the  church  may 
be  edilied,  increafe,  and  flourifli,  to  the  confolation  of  the  faithful. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  advife  minifters  to  have  it  very  much 
at  heart,  to  maintain  a  perfed  harmony  and  good  underftanding 
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'With  the  monthly  meetings  to  which  they  belong ;  and  that, 
as  the  faid  meetings  may  fometimes  find  themfelves  concerned  to 
advife  them,  refpedlng  their  condudt  in  meetings,  or  otherwlfe, 
they  {hew  themfelves  ready  to  hear  and  receive  advice,  as  well  as 
to  teach  and  inftrud. 

We  further  advife  all  monthly  meetings,  to  take  great  care  In    v.  No.  14, 
giving  certificates  to  thofe  who  travel ;  to  prevent  the  uneafinefs      Queries 
which  fometlmes  falls  on  the  church,  from  a  weak  and  unfkilful 
miniftry  :  and  let  the  elders,  when  they  fee  occafion,  advife  mini- 
llers  to  be  very  prudent  in  their  conduct,  not  as  bufy-bodies,  nor 
meddling  with  family  or  perfonal  affairs,  in  which  they  are  not      ^ 
concerned,  or  required  to  be  afnfting;    and  to  be  very  tender 
of  one  another's  reputation,  and  of  that  of  friends  among  whom 
they  travel ;   neither  giving  ear  to,  nor  fpreading,  reports  tending    -v.  av  9. 
to  raife  in  the  minds  of  others,  a  leffening  or  difefteem  of  any  of 
the  brotherhood ;   and,  as  foon  as  their  fervice  in  the  miniftry 
is   over,  to  return  to  their  habitations,   and  there  take  a  rea- 
fonable  and  prudent  care  of  their  own  bufinefs,  houfehold,  and 
family.      1731.  W.  E. 

As  the  Lord  in  his  mercy  is  breathing  afi'efh  on  feveral  of  our  ^ 

youth,  of  both  fexes,  and  fitting  them  for  his  fervice,  we  re- 
commend it  to  the  elders  in  every  meeting,  that  they  tenderly  v.  ivi.  3^ 
watch  over  all  young  minifters,  and  advife  and  help  them,  as 
they  in  the  wifdom  of  truth  may  be  opened  thereunto ;  nou- 
rifhing  that  which  is  right,  and  comes  forth  in  the  favour  of  life, 
and  difcouraging  every  thing  that  is  unbecoming  the  miniftry* 
1736.  W.  E» 

We  further  entreat  you,  that  in  all  your  religious  meetings  6 

appointed  for  the  worfhip  of  Almighty  God,  you  wait  in  humble 
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reverence  for  the  influence  of  the  word  of  life.  Be  cautious  not 
to  move,  in  adts  of  devotion,  in  your  own  will ;  fet  not  forward 
felf  to  work,  but  patiently  attend  and  wait  for  the  gift  and  en- 
livening power  of  the  divine  Spirit ;  without  which  your  perfor- 
mances will  be  unacceptable,  and  like  thofe  of  old,  of  which  it  was 
ifaiahi.  12.        faid,  "  Who  hath  required  this  at  your  hand  ?  "      1742.  P.  E. 

y  We  defire  that  all  fuch  friends  as  travel  in  the  work  of  the 

miniftry  with  the  unity  and  approbation  cf  their  refpedive 
meetings,  would  be  ftridtly  careful  not  to  countenance  or  join 
with  any  impofers,  but  rather  advife  againft  their  diforderly  prac- 
tices, and  endeavour  to  perfuade  them  to  return  to  their  habita- 
tions and  callings. 

And  we  do  in  much  love  caution  thofe  friends  who  are  rightly 
concerned  in  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  to  watch  over  their  own 
fpirits,  and  not  to  be  over  hafty  or  cenforious  in  paffmg  judg- 
ment refpeding  the  ftate  of  thofe  who  hear  them  ;  but  to  manifeft 
that,  in  the  exercife  of  their  miniftry,  they  are  led  by  the  love  of 
God,  and  that  their  principal  aim  is,  that  they  may  be  inftru- 
mental  to  adminifter  fpiritual  confolation  and  ftrength  to  the 
churches  where  they  come. 

Further,  we  earneftly  exhort,  that  none  would  offer  to  impofe 
themfelves  as  preachers,  in  any  meetings  of  friends,  who  are  not 
themfelves  faithful  againft  the  payment  of  tithes,  and  in  ob- 
ferving  the  other  branches  of  our  Chriftian  teftimony.  1745. 
W.  E. 

8  As  to  the  elders  among  you,  and  thofe  whom  God,  having  en- 

dued with  knowledge,  and  experience  of  the  cleanfmg  operations 
of  his  Spirit,  hath  concerned  to  minifter  unto  others,  let  them 
adorn  the  dodriue  of  the  gofpel,  by  fliewing,  out  of  a  good  con* 
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verfation,  their  works  with  meeknefs  of  wifdora.  Such  as  thelc 
being  clothed  with  humiUty,  and  exemplary  to  the  flock,  are 
worthy  of  double  honour,  and  to  be  highly  efteemed  in  the 
church  of  Chrift.      1751.  P.  E. 
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We  tenderly,  and  whh  earneftnefs,  advife  all  friends  who  travel  9 

m  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  as  well  as  others,  that  they  not  only  "'  ^'''-  "^'^"j^ 
fhut  their  ears  againft  all  private  informations  of  perfons  and  nJjr"if 
things,  tending  to  the  defamation  of  particular  perfons  or 
families,  and  to  ftir  up  difputes  and  contentions  in  meetings  for 
difcipline ;  but  alfo  rebuke  and  reprove  the  perfon  or  perfons, 
who  fhall  attempt  to  prejudice  their  minds  with  any  private  in- 
formations of  that  nature ;  which  are  often  falfe,  and  attended 
with  baneful  confequences  to  the  reputation  of  the  perfons  or 
families  who  are  fo  unkindly  and  unjuPtly  dealt  by ;  and  may 
tend  to  lead  fuch  minifters  or  others  as  {hall  give  ear  ta  the 
fame,  in  a  wrong  Une  of  judgment,      1752.  W.  E. 

You  that  are  elders  and  overfeers  in  the  church,  and  concerned  i^ 

in  the  maintenance  of  good  order,  and  prefervation  of  difcipline, 
keep  your  own  hands  clean,  and  garments  unfpotted ;  that  you 
may  rebuke  with  authority,  and,  being  clothed  with  the  meeknefs 
and  gentlenefs  of  the  Lamb,  may  ftedfaftly  perfevere  in  the  fup- 
port  of  that  teftimony  committed  to  you :  that  when  the  Great 
Shepherd  iliall  appear,  you  may  come  before  him  with  reverent 
afTurance,  and  receive  the  reward  of  "  Well  done,  good  and 
"  faithful  fervant;  enter  into  the  joy  of  thy     ord.'*    1753.  W.  E. 

As  the  Lord  is  gracioufly  pleafed  eifedlually  to  touch  the  hearts  i  ^ 

of  many  oi  the  youth,  and  prepare  them  for  the  reception  of  his 
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heavenly  gifts,  whereby  many  are  called  to  the  work  of  the 
miniftry ;  and  well  knowing  it  is  a  due  attention  to  the  gift, 
and  waiting  for  the  heavenly  power  and  life,  to  difcharge  them- 
felves  therein,  which  has  ever  proved  a  bleffing  to  the  particular, 
and  the  churches  in  general ;  we  earneftly  recommend,  that  the 
*.  No.  21.  elders,  and  fenfible,  folid  friends  do  watch  over  fuch  in  a  holy 
o.  ivb.ij.  concern  for  their,  and  the  church's  good;  that  the  weak  and 
tender  may  be  encouraged  in  a  faithful  difcharge  of  their  duty; 
and  where  a  forward  fpirit  appears,  that  would  lead  into  many 
words  out  of  the  power  and  life,  fuch  may  be  properly  admo- 
nifhed  in  the  meeknefs  of  wifdom,  that  each  may  fpeak  the  lan- 
guage of  truth,  by  the  ability  which  the  Lord  only  gives;  and 
that  the  monthly  meetings  do  not  encourage  any  to  travel  and 
appoint  meetings  too  foon,  for  many  have  been  hurt  thereby^ 
,753.  W.  E. 

12  Being  favoured  in  the  feveral  fittings  of  this  meeting,  with  our 

Heavenly  Father's  tender  regard  renewed  to  us,  whereby  our  fouls 
have  been  deeply  humbled  before  him;  and  looking  into  the  ftate 
of  this  part  of  the  fociety  which  Hands  in  a  more  confpicuous 
point  of  view  than  the  more  private  members ;  the  neceffity  of 
their  being  enfamples  to  the  flock  appears  exceedingly  great:  par- 
♦  Ko  is  ticularly  in  a  diligent  attendance  of  all  our  meetings  for  folemn 

2^^//.  worfhip,  and  the  difcipUne  of  the  church ;  and  being  therein  very- 
deep  and  weighty  in  fpirit,  labouring  with  an  ardour  of  foul 
fuited  to  the  occafion,  for  the  arifing  of  the  ancient  fpring  of  life. 
This,  of  a  truth,  is  the  crown  of  our  aflemblies,  and  the  ground 
of  our  joy  and  rejoicing  in  him,  and  one  in  another:  it  being 
this  alone  which  preferves  living,  frefh,  and  adive  members  irt 
the  church  of  Chrift,  who  are  enabled  to  communicate  a  degree 
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of  warmth  to  the  rifing  youth,  and  thofe  of  lefs  experience  in 
this  moft  neceflary  exercife  ;  not  only  in  word  and  dodlrine,  but 
alfo  in  a  lilent,  humble  waiting  on  God,  for  the  renewings  of 
help  day  by  day.  We  fhall  thereby  not  only  witnefs  an  increafe 
of  ftrength  and  vigour  in  ourfelves,  but  be  greatly  helpful  to 
others,  by  exciting  them  to  the  fame  fervent  labour  after  that 
bread  which  nourifheth  the  immortal  foul,  and  puts  us  in  a  capa- 
city of  ferving  the  Lord  acceptably,  in  newnefs  of  life.      1770. 

We  are  fully  perfuaded,  that  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel  Is  1^ 

not  received  of  man,  but  by  the  revelation  of  Jefus  Chrift,  ac-  "•  T'^^^^ , 
cording  to  that  apoftolical  direction:  *' As  every  man  hath  re-  iPet.iv.io,ii. 
"  ceived  the  gift,  even  fo  minifter  the  fame  one  to  another,  as 
*'  good  ftewards  of  the  manifold  grace  of  God  :  if  any  man 
*'  fpeak,  let  him  fpeak  as  the  oracles  of  God;  if  any  man  minifter, 
"  let  him  do  it  as  of  the  ability  which  God  giveth ;  that  God  in 
*'  all  things  may  be  glorified."  And  as  this  miniftry  is  divine, 
the  motives  and  inducements  thereunto  are  perfectly  difmterefted, 
and  no  way  mercenary  and  lucrative,  but  concurrent  with  the 
precept  Chrift  gave  to  his  apoftles  and  immediate  followers : 
**  Freely  ye  have  received,  freely  give."     ^JJi*  P.  E.  Mauh.  x.s. 

Recommended  to  the  feveral  monthly  and  quarterly  meetings,  14 

that  they  take  care  to  advife,  that  thofe  friends  who  go  forth  with    ""'  ^'''  ^^' 
a  public  teftimony  may  be  fuch   as  are  well  approved  at  home, 
by  their  own  refpedive  monthly  or  quarterly  meetings,   and  are 
found  in  dodrlne,  of  good  converfation,  and  in  unity  with  their 
own  meetings. 

And  If  any  faithful  friends,  or  meetings,  be  burthened  with    *.  No.  17,  laj! 
the  contrary,  let  them  tenderly  clear  their  confclences  privately 
to  the  parties  concerned,  according  to  gofpel  order  3  and  if  they 
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do  not  receive  admonition,  the  meeting  to  which  they  belong 
fliould  be  acquainted  therewith.      1 699. 

ic  Friends  are  earneftly  defired  and  advifed  to  ufe  prudence  and 

caution,  fo  as  not  to  be  impofed  upon  by  cheats,  or  impoftors^ 
pretending  to  the  miniftry  or  otherwife ;  and  where  there  is  a 
doubt  or  queftion  concerning  the  miniftry  of  any  perfons,  in  that 
cafe  let  fuch  be  called  upon  to  fhew  what  certificate  they  have* 
And  in  general,  it  is  recommended  to  the  monthly  and  quarterly 
meetings,  to  fee  that  friends,  who  travel  in  the  work  of  the 
miniftry,  do  go  in  the  unity  of  the  meetings  to  which  they  be- 
».  No.  4,  i^ji  long,  »nd  with  certificates  therefrom  ;  and  further,  that  it  may 
become  the  tender  care  of  the  faid  meetings,  to  watch  over  fuch 
as  may  be  young  in  the  miniftry,  to  fee  that  they  walk  humbly 
and  wifely :  that  as  on  one  hand,  nothing  truly  tending  to  the 
glory  of  God,  and  the  edification  of  his  church  and  people,  may 
be  difcouraged  ;  fo  on  the  other,  where  any  thing  appears  which 
may  make  advice  neceflary,  that  the  elders  of  the  church,  both 
minifters  and  others,  do,  in  the  wifdom  of  God,  give  their  advice 
thereupon,  with  due  regard  to  the  ftate  of  weaknefs  and  child- 
hood that  fuch  may  be  in.      1720.     P.  E. 

16  We  recommend  the   apoftolic  advice,  '*  Lay  hands  fuddenly 

Tim. V. 2i.      "on  no  man;"   for  we  have  caufe  to  believe  that  injudicious 

encouragement  hath  tended  to  promote  an  unfound  miniftry  In 

fome  places.     It  is  therefore  recommended,  that  the  approved 

-,.  jno.  31.         minifters  and  elders,   in  the  feveral   monthly  meetings,   would 

tenderly  advife  thofe  who  come  forth  in  public  teftimony,  to  wait 

patiently  under  a  deep  confideration  of  their  ftate  of  infancy  and 

'^.  N:  2z.         childhood :    and   when  their  fruits  afford  fufficient  evidence  of 

their  qualifications  for  fo  important  a  fervice,  that  fuch  young 
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minifters  be  reported  to  their  monthly  or  quarterly  meetings ; 
which,  upon  folid  and  deliberate  confideration,  may,  as  in  the 
wifdom  of  truth  ihall  feem  meet,  recommend  them  to  the  meet- 
ings of  minifters  and  elders,  in  order  to  their  becoming  members 
of  thofe  meetings.      1773.  W.  E. 

This    meeting,    taking    under   its    ferious    confideration    the  ij 

beauty  and   credit  of  keeping  decency  and   good  order  in  our    '•'•  ^*-  2. 
meetings   for  worfhip,    advifes    friends    every   where    to   avoid 
public    oppofition  to   a  minifter  not  difowned  as  fuch,   by  the    -v.  no.  28, 
monthly  or  quarterly  meeting  to  which  he  or  fhe  fhall  belong,  by  ^'"^' 

keeping  on  their  hats  in  time  of  prayer,  or  any  other  tokens  of 
difunion. 

But  if  any  perfon  appearing  as  a  minifter,  fhall  give  caufe  of  '>>•  ^^o-  m, 

^,_,.  .  .  .  ,  lafl  far. 

unealinefs  or  diiTatisfadion  to  friends,  in  dodrine,  behaviour,  or 
converfation,  the  perfon  fo  offending  is  to  be  dealt  with  privately 
in  a  gofpel  fpirit  and  manner.  If  this  fhall  not  take  efFed,  then  let 
complaint  be  made  of  fuch  perfon  to  the  monthly  meeting  which 
he  or  llie  may  belong  to  ;  that  proceeding  thereon  be  had  accor- 
dingly, and  the  affair  fettled  with  all  poflible  expedition,      1723. 

Where  friends  in  any  county  are  really  diftatisfied,  or  burthened,  1 8 

with  any  that  take  upon  them  to  preach  among  them,  let  them  ''^^^'^J' 
firft  be  duly  admonifhed  in  their  own  county,  with  the  afliftanqe 
of  the  faithful,  approved  minifters  and  elders  of  the  fame  meeting 
and  county,  or  adjacent  county  or  counties,  if  nreed  be  ;  and  if 
afterwards  they  will  perhft  to  impofe  upon  and  burthen  friends, 
then  to  be  publicly  teftified  againft  where  they  fo  impofe. 

If  any  fuch,   after  due  admonition,  will  travel  abroad  to  mi- 
nifter,  out  of  unity  with  friends  of  their  own  county,  the  friends 
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of  thofe  other  counties  v/here  they  travel,  fhould  have  due  notice 
of  them  from  friends  who  have  had  them  under  admonition. 
1698. 

19  If  any  one  who  has  been  a  public  minifter,  fhall  be  guilty  of 
fuch  pradlices  as  may  juftly  deferve  public  cenfure,  and  fhall  be 
publicly  cenfured  and  difowned,  and  afterwards,  upon  tokens 
of  repentance,  be  again  admitted  into  memberfhip ;  fuch  re- 
admiffion  is  not  to  be  interpreted  to  give  him  or  her  the  liberty 
■of  appearing  as  a  public  minifter,  until  the  monthly  meeting,  he 
or  fhe  belongs  to,  fhall  judge  the  fcandal  given  by  fuch  perfon  is 
fo  far  removed,  that  fuch  public  appearance  may  not  admi- 
nifter  occafion  of  reproach,  either  from  friends  or  others  :  and  in 
cafe  any  fhould  fhew  themfelves  too  forward  in  fo  appearing, 
the  meeting  to  which  they  belong  are  defired  to  give  them  fuch 
advice,  as  they  fliall  fee  fuitable  to  their  circumflance.  1 737« 
W.  E. 

20  It  being  weightily  under  the  confideration  of  this  meeting, 
^^^'"par!"^       the  necefTity  for  miniflering  friends,  w^ho  fmd  themfelves  under 

an  engagement  of  mind  to  vifit  the  meetings  of  friends  in  foreign 
parts,  to  have  the  full  concurrence  and  unity  of  their  brethren  ; 
it  is  the  fenfe  and  judgment  of  this  meeting,  that  for  the  future, 
friends  under  fuch  concern  be  advifed  not  only  to  propofe  their 
concern  to  the  monthly  meeting  to  which  they  belong,  but  alfo 
to  their  quarterly  meeting,  and  meeting  of  miniflers  and  elders 
in  London;  in  order  to  be  favoured  with  the  concurrent  tefti- 
monies  of  the  faid  meetings,  to  flrengthen  them  in  fo  great  and 
weighty  engagements. 

It  is  alfo  recommended,  that  miniders  under  a  concern  to  vifit 
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the  meetings  of  friends  in  the  nation  of  Ireland,  fhould  have  the 
concurrence  of,  and  certiiicates  from,  not  only  the  monthly,  but 
alfo  the  quarterly  meeting  to  which  they  belong,  when  it  can  be 
had  with  conveniency.      1 763. 

Monthly  meetings  are  defired  to  appoint  fome  ferious,  difcreet,  2  r 

and  judicious  friends,  who  are  not  minifters,  tenderly  to  encou-    "  Difc,>i.^o* 
rage  and  help  young  minifters,  and  advife  others,  as  they  in  the      l^ct'u'^fi/ 
wifdom  of  God  fee  occafion ;  and  where  there  are  meetings  of   -u.^Xo. 
miniftering  friends,   the  friends  fo  appointed  are  to  be  admitted 
as  members  of  fuch  meetings  of  minifters,  and  to  a£t  therein  for 
the  good  purpofes  aforefaid.      1727. 

It  is  agreed,  in  order  to  prevent  an  improper  choice  of  efders,  22 

that  monthly  meetings,  when  a  nomination  becomes  neceffary, 
fhould  refer  the  matter  to  the  folid  confideration  of  a  committee    v.n'o.is. 
of  judicious  friends  ;  who  are  to  propofe  to  the  monthly  meeting 
fuch  perfons  as   they  think  fuitable,  agreeably  to  the  minute  of 
1 76 1.*     And  as  it  appears  that  the  advice  given  by  this  meeting    *D-ifdpi.&c 
in  i773,t  ^^s  not  always  been  duly  attended  to,  there  being    |  ^i^i^. 
great  reafon  to  fear  that  in  fome  places  improper  perfons  have 
been  haftily  recommended,  and  that  fome  meetings  have  ne- 
gle(Sted  to  recommend  thofe  who  are  deferving  of  fuch  notice  ; 
we  therefore  earneftly  defire  that  monthly  meetings  will  duly 
obferve  the  faid  advice.     1784.. 

It  is  the  judgment  of  this  meeting,  with  regard  to  the  difmifling  23 

of  fuch  elders  as  appear  to  be  either  incompetent  to  their  ftation, 
or  unfaithful  in  it,  that  the  yearly  meeting  minute  of  1772,*"  on    **.  m.  aj. 
that  fubjed,  is  well  adapted  to  this  purpofe,  if  duly  put  in  practice 
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by  the  monthly  meetings  for  diiclpllne,  or,  In  default  of  their 
care,  by  the  quarterly  meetings.  With  refped:  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  elders,  It  is  the  folid  judgment  of  this  meeting,  that  in 
order  further  to  prevent  an  improper  choice  of  elders,  the 
V. Ko.it.  monthly  meeting,  in  addition  to  its  committee  for  that  purpofe, 
fliall  apply  to  its  quarterly  meeting  for  a  committee,  to  affift  in 
judging  of  the  gifts  and  qualifications  of  fuch  as  may  be  propofed 
for  this  important  ftation.      1796. 

24  Doubts  having  arlfen,  v^hether  a  friend  appointed  to  the  ftation 

of  elder  in  any  monthly  meeting,  retain  that  ftation,  if  removed 
into  another  monthly  mectin'^  ;  it  is  the  judgment  of  this  meeting, 
that  fuch  ftation  is  not  loft,  provided  fuch  removal  be  within  the 
fame  quarterly  meeting  ;  but  in  cafe  the  removal  of  an  elder  be 
out  of  the  limits  of  the  quarterly  meeting  to  which  he  or  ftie 
belongs,  fuch  elder  fliall  not  be  continued  in  that  ftation,  unlefs 
».  .Vo.  22  b"  23.  a  reappointment  be  made,  purfuant  to  the  rules  for  the  choice  of 
elders.      1801. 


t.  No.  2 ; 


25  Divers  of  the  anfwers  received  from  the  quarterly  meetings  of 

minlfters  and  elders  have  deeply  affedted  our  minds,  in  confide- 
ration  of  the  lofs  fuftained  by  the  deficiency  of  many  of  the  ap- 
pointed elders,  in  not  duly  attending  meetings  for  worftiip  and 
difcipline,  and  being  alfo  remifs  in  fome  other  refped;s ;  it  is 
therefore  become  our  care  and  concern,  to  recommend  to  the 
feveral  quarterly  and  monthly  meetings,  to  make  due  inquiry 
whether  fuch  non-attendance  proceeds  from  bodily  infirmity 
or  other  unavoidable  neceffity,  or  from  manifeft  negled: ;  in  order 
that  fuitable  endeavours  may  be  ufed  to  remove  the  caufes  of 
complaint.     And  it  is  the  fenfe  of  this  meeting,  where  fuch 
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deficiencies- appear  to  be  the  confequence  of  lukewarmnefs,  and 
an  over  attachment  to  the  world  and  its  concerns,  and  fuch  elders 
difregard  the  admonition  of  friends,  that  they  be  defired  to  with- 
draw from  that  important  ftation  :  1772. — or  be  difplaced  by  a 
minute  of  the  monthly  meeting.     1801. 

It  is  the  judgment   of  this   meeting,  that   when  friends  ap-  26 

pointed  to  the  ftation  of  elder,  believe  themfelves  called  to  the 
miniftry,  and  fhall  have  appeared  frequently  in  that  capacity  in 
our  public  religious  meetings,  fuch  friends  fhould  withdraw  from 
the  meetings  of  minifters  and  elders.      1801. 

It  is  agreed,  that,  as  far  as  can  fuitably  be  done,  there  be  held  in  27 

each  monthly  meeting,  a  meeting  of  minifters  and  elders  once  In 
three  months,  fome  time  previous  to  thofe  monthly  meetings 
which  immediately  precede  the  quarterly  meeting;  in  which 
meetings  of  minifters  and  elders,  after  fome  time  fpent  in  folid 
retirement,  the  queries  are  to  be  read  and  confidered  ;  and  anf-    "v.  iv*.  29. 

'  TL  Queries  5 . 

wered  in  writing,  according  to  the  diredions  of  this  meeting  in 
that  behalf.  Opportunity  alfo  may  here  be  given  for  tender 
advice  and  afTiftance,  as  the  nature  of  any  cafe  may  require :  and 
reprefentatives,  taken  from  the  members  in  either  ftation,  are 
to  be  appointed  to  attend  the  quarterly  meeting  of  minifters  and 
elders,  conftituted  of  fuch  reprefentatives,  and  of  the  other  ap- 
proved minifters  and  elders  of  the  quarterly  meeting.  A  lift  of 
the  names  of  all  the  minifters  and  elders  in  the  feveral  monthly 
meetings,  is  to  be  taken  to  the  quarterly  meeting  of  minifters 
and  elders,  to  be  kept  there  on  record. 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  minifters  and  elders,  the  queries 
are  alfo  to  be  read,  and  the  anfwers  thereto  from  the  meetings  of 
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mmlfters  and  elders  in  the  feveral  monthly  meetings :  to  which 
latter  meetings  of  miniflers  and  elders  fuch  advice  is  to  be  ex- 
tended as  circumftances  may  require.  At  the  quarterly  m.eeting 
of  minifters  and  elders  next  preceding  the  yearly  meeting,  a 
general  anfwer  is  to  be  drawn  up  to  the  queries,  to  be  fent 
by  reprefentatives,  appointed  from  among  the  minifters  and 
elders  indifcriminately,  to  the  yearly  meeting  of  minifters  and 
elders.  The  names  of  the  reprefentatives  are  to  be  reported  to- 
the  quarterly  meeting  for  difcipline ;  and  the  faid  reprefentatives 
are  to  be  furnifhed  with  a  copy  of  the  aforementioned  anfwer  ta 
the  queries,  to  be  in  readineft  in  cafe  it  fhould  be  called  for  by" 
the  faid  quarterly  meeting  for  difcipline  :  to  which  alfo  (at  every 
quarter)  an  account  is  to  be  given,  that  the  quarterly  meeting 
of  minifters  and  elders  has  been  duly  held. 

It  is  the  fenfe  and  judgment  of  this  meeting,  that  it  is  of 
advantage  to  the  fociety  to  hold  a  yearly  meeting  of  minifters 
and  elders,  in  London,  preceding  the  yearly  meeting,  to  be  con- 
tinued by  adjournments,  fo  as  that  fuch  adjournments  do  not 
interfere  with  the  fittings  of  this  meeting,  and  that  fuch  meeting 
do  not  in  any  wife  take  upon  it,  or  interfere  with,  any  part  of 
the  difcipline  of  the  church,  belonging  either  to  this  meeting,  or 
any  fubordinate  meeting. 

That  the  morning  meeting  of  minifters  and  elders  in  London, 
■V.  Yearly  Meet,  do  adjoum  itfelf  to  Ten,  in  the  forenoon,  on  the  Second-day  pre- 
ceding  the  fitting  of  this  meeting ;  and  that  the  feveral  quarterly 
meetings  of  minifters  and  elders  in  Great  Britain,  do  appoint  at- 
leaft  two  of  their  members  as  reprefentatives  ;  and  that  the  yearly 
meeting  of  minifters  and  elders  of  Ireland  do  alfo  appoint  fome 
of  its  members,  as  may  be  convenient :  in  order  to  form,  together 
with  fuch  approved  minifters  and  appointed  elders,  as  may  be  id 
London,  the  faid  yearly  meeting  of  mimfters  and  elders. 
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The  fald  yearly  meeting  of  minifters  and  elders  is  to  receive 
and  read  the  anfwers  to  the  queries  from  the  quarterly  meetings 
of  like  kind,  by  which  an  opportunity  will  be  given  of  imparting 
fuch  advice  as  fliall  be  neceflary :  and  the  faid  meeting  is  alfo  to 
nominate  a  fuitable  number  of  difcreet  and  experienced  elders, 
chofen  from  the  number  prefent,  to  attend  the  feveral  fittings  of 
the  meetings  for  worfhip,  during  the  time  of  holding  this  meeting; 
w^hofe  proper  bufmefs  it  is  to  communicate  fuch  advices,  as  they, 
in  the  wifdom  of  truth,  may  find  needful,  and  to  make  a  general 
report  to  fome  adjournment  of  the  faid  meeting.  And  this  meet- 
ing recommends,  that  after  the  faid  meeting  of  minifters  and 
elders  hath  informed  itfelf,  by  means  of  the  anfwers  received, 
of  the  ftate  of  the  minifters  and  elders  in  the  feveral  quarterly 
meetings,  it  lay  annually  before  this  meeting  a  fummary,  yet 
clear,  account  thereof. 

It  is  defired,  that  the  names  of  the  reprefentatlves  to  the  yearly  ».  Yearly  Meet. 
meeting  of  minifters  and  elders,  be  given,  previoully  to  the 
fitting  thereof,  to  the  clerk  of  the  morning  meeting,  who  is  to 
attend  on  the  Second-day  morning,  until  the  time  of  the  gathering 
of  the  meeting  ;  and  if  any  friends  be  unavoidably  prevented 
from  entering  their  names  as  aforefaid,  that  the  fame  be  deli- 
vered in  at  the  table  in  writing.  1753. — 1754. — ^157^ — ^15^» 
— 1780. — 1784. — 1786. — 1790. — 1797. — 1801. 

The  morning  meeting  of  minifters  in  London,  and  every  28 
other  meeting  of  minifters,  have  a  right,  as  they  fee  meet  in  the 
wifdom  of  truth,  to  advife,  exhort,  and  rebuke  any  of  their 
members,  or  any  one  who  may  travel  in  the  work  of  the  miniftry, 
as  occafion  may  require,  v/ithout  being  accountable  for  the  fame 
to  any  monthly  or  quarterly  meeting. 

But  if  any  member  of  the  faid  meetings,  or  any  other  minifter. 
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fliould  at  any  time  be  overtaken  with  a  fault,  and  the  fame  be 
under  the  cognizance  of  the  morning  or  any  other  meeting  of 
minifters,  and  the  monthly  meeting  to  which  fuch  perfon  belongs 
fhall  alfo  deal  with  him  or  her  for  the  fame  ;  then,  on  notice 
from  fuch  monthly  meeting,  that  they  have  taken  the  cafe  under 
their  care,  all  proceedings  of  the  morning  or  other  meeting  of 
minifters  againft  fuch  minifter  or  elder  fliall  be  finally  flopped. 

Neither  the  morning  meeting,  nor  any  other  meeting  of 
minifters,  have  power  to  difown  any  minifter,  or  other  perfon,  in 
any  capacity  whatfoever ;  this  folely  belonging  to  the  monthly, 
quarterly,  half-yearly,  or  yearly  meetings.      1735. 

29  The  feveral  meetings  of  minifters  and  elders,  are  defired  to  be 
'•  Qsencs  5.      clear  and  explicit  in  their  anfwers  to  the  queries  peculiar  to 

meetings  of  minifters  and  elders ;  to  keep  as  much  as  poftlble 
to  the  words  of  the  queries,  carefully  avoiding  all  ambiguous 
expreflions ;  and,  where  any  remiflhefs  is  remarked  in  the  anf- 
wers, to  diftinguifh  whether  it  is  in  the  minifters  or  elders; 
and  alfo  what  care  is  taken  to  advife  when  any  remiflhefs  appears. 
1769. 

30  This  meeting  agrees,  that  certificates  from  the  yearly  meeting 
of  minifters  and  elders  be  figned  by  the  clerk  only.      1792. 

A-ndvid.  Arbitr.  5,  Ath  far.—Conv.  Perfons  3. — Difcipl.  &c.  I5. — Meet,  for  SufF.  3.  13.— Monthly 
Meet.  4.  13. — .Morn.  Meet.  a.  3. — Mourn.  Hab.i. — Queries  5.  7.9. — Rem.  5c  Sett.  1.7,  ^.^i?'. — 

Scripftures  3  — Yearly  Meet.  6. 
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AS  temperance   and  moderation  proceed  from  true  religion,  i 

and  are  of  great  benefit  and  advantage,  we  befeech  all  to  be 
careful  of  their  conduct  and  behaviour,  abftaining  from  every 
"  appearance  of  evil;"  and  as  an  excefs  in  drinking  has  been  iThefTv. 22. 
too  prevalent  among  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  nations, 
we  recommend  to  all  friends  a  watchful  care  over  themfelves, 
attended  with  a  religious  and  prudent  zeal  againft  a  pradice  fo 
difhonourable  and  pernicious.      1751.  P.  E, 

We  caution  you  againft  reforting  to  places  of  diverfions,  unne-  2 

cefTarily  frequenting  taverns  and  alehoufes,  and  mixing  your- 
felves  in  fuch  company  and  converfation,  as  have  a  manifeft 
tendency  to  corrupt  your  hearts,  and  draw  them  afide  from  that 
fteady  and  religious  concern,  and  reverent  awe,  Vv^hich  dwell  on 
the  minds  of  true  Chriftians.  We  efpecially  warn  you  to  beware 
of  the  too  frequent  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors,  and  intemperance 
of  every  kind ;  but  let  your  behaviour  and  condud:  in  all  re- 
fpeds  be  fuch,  that  your  moderation  may  be  known  to  all 
men.     1754.  P.  E. 

We  find  It  neceflary  to  remind  you,  that  cur  worthy  anceftors,  3 

having  their  eye  directed  towards  an  enduring  inheritance,  and 

o 
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their  afFediorxS  eftabiilhed  upon  things  above,  fought  not  after 
greatnefs  in  this  world;  but  paffed  the  time  of  their  fojourning 
here  in  fear,  and  in  great  fimpUcity  of  heart,  as  well  as  of  out- 
ward demeanour;  endeavouring  thereby  to  reach  the  divine 
witnefs  in  every  mind,  and  promote  the  love  of  truth  and  righte- 
oufnefs  amongft  mankind. 

In  minds  thus  bent  upon  feeking  a  more  glorious  inheritance 
than  temporals  can  afford,  the  love  of  this  world  had  little  influ- 
ence. They  were  fhining  examples  of  temperance,  juftice,  and 
truth.  A  defedion  from  this  fimplicity  of  heart  and  heavenly- 
mindednefs,  into  the  love  and  purfuit  of  this  fading  world,  hath 
obvioufly  prevailed  with  too  many  amongft  us,  and  produced 
the  fruits  of  pride  and  ambition. 
v.  Trade, /a/..  Thcfc  havc  brought  in  many  wants,  from  which  the  fimplicity 
and  integrity  of  ovir  anceftors  preferved  them.  To  fatisfy  thefe 
wants,  divers  have  been  excited  to  enter  into  a  larger  extenfion 
of  trade  and  commerce,  than  they  had  ftock  and  ability  to  con- 
duct. Vain  ambition,  and  evil  emulation,  have  led  into  higher 
living,  and  greater  expenfes,  than  their  income  would  admit. 
Reduced  by  thefe  means  in  their  circumftances,  yet  unwilling 
to  leifen  their  appearance  in  the  world,  they  have  made  ufe  of 
indirect  methods  to  procure  a  temporary  fupport,  which  have 
ended  in  failures  and  bankruptcies. 

This  lamentable  defection  in  fome  under  our  name,  hath  oc- 
cafioned  great  reproach,  and  grievous  fuffering  in  the  property 
of  many,  almoft  to  the  ruin  of  particulars,  who  placed  more 
confidence  in  them  on  account  of  the  felf-denying  profeffion 
they  made  to  the  world.      1767.  P.  E. 

4  As  to  the  frequenting  of  public-houfes,  we  defire  that  all 
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under  our  name  may  be  cautious  of  remaining  In  them,  after 
the  purpofe  of  bufmefs,  or  of  refrefhment,  is  accomplifhed  :  but 
to  make  them  a  refort  for  any  other  purpofe — may  it  never 
need  to  be  named  among  a  people  who  profefs  the  pradice  of 
Chriftian  fobriety  !      1797.  P.  E. 

And  viJ.  Cond.  &  Converf,  3.  6.  7. — Lib.  to  the  Poor  4. — Marriage  7. — Matters,  &c.  3. Mourn. 

Hab.  z.--Plainnefs,/fl/}.— Queries  2,  ^  FI.  3,  ^  F.  8,  Jdv.  J.  II.  9,  Adv.  XI. 


O  2 


[     io8     ] 


MONTHLY     MEETINGS. 


1  AGREED,  that  no  monthly  meeting  fhall  be  allowed  to 
divide  itfelf  into  two  feparate  monthly  meetings,  without  the 
confent  or  concurrence  of  the  quarterly  meeting.      1715' 

2  And  to  the  end  that  efFedual  care  be  taken  in  all  cafes  wherein 
».  No.  3,  ^d       the  teftimony  of  truth  is  concerned,  we  advife  you  to  appoint 

fome  faithful  friends  of  your  refpedtive  meetings  to  fee  how  well 
fuch  things  are  obferved ;  and  tenderly  to  admonifli  thofe,  in 
brotherly  love,   that  fhall  decline  the  fame.      1698.  P.  E. 

2  Wherefoever  it  appears  that  any  monthly  meetings,  through 

the  fmalnefs  of  the  number  of  friends  attending  them,   are  not 
fufficiently  qualilied  for  carrying  on  the  difcipline  of  the  church, 
we  wifh  that  fuch  fmall  meetings  might  join  fome  other  neigh- 
bouring monthly  meetings  ;  that  by  fuch  union  they  might  be 
aflifted  and  ftrengthened. 
*  No.  4  b*  5.         And  we  defire,  purfuant  to  former  advices,  that  meetings  would 
^^xir. '      appoint  fuitable  friends  as  overfeers  of  the  flock  ;  who  are  en- 
"^  treated  to  enter  into  and  difcharge  this  labour  with  a  ready  mind. 

And,  dear  friends,   we   earneflly  recommend,   that  in  all  your 
*.  Difcipi.  &c.    meetings,  in  the  choice  of  elders,  or  overfeers  over  the  flock,  you 
Min.  &Eid.    be  efpecially  careful  to  choofe  fuch  as  are  themfelves  of  upright 
and  unblamable  converfation ;  that  the  advice  which  they  fhall 
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occafionally  adminifter  to  other  friends  may  be  the  better  re- 
ceived, and  carry  with  it  the  greater  weight  and  force  on  the 
minds  of  thofe  whom  they  fhall  be  concerned  to  admonifh. 

In  all  your  meetings  for  the  difcipline  of  the  church,  let  all 
be  done  in  a  meek,  calm,  and  peaceable  fpirit,  in  which  the 
force  and  power  of  love  may  effedually  operate  upon  thofe  who 
fhall  perceive  that  your  care  and  regard  for  their  good  and  pre- 
fervation  in  the  truth,  is  founded  upon  fo  excellent  a  principle. 
May  this  peaceable  wifdom  and  fpirit  of  Chrift  ever  prefide  in  all 
your  aflemblies,  that  therein  all  your  affairs  may  be  conduced 
to  his  glory;  who  is  w^orthy  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen.  1752. 
W.  E. 


Difcipl.  ^c. 


This  meeting  Is  of  the  judgment  that  the  offices  of  elder  and 
overfeer  are  diftin£t,  and  do  not  coincide  in  one  perfon,  unlefs 
appointed  to  each  ^  and  that  overfeers,  under  that  appointment 
only,  are  not  entitled  to  fit  in  meetings  of  minifters  and  elders. 
1789. 


4 


It  is  the  judgment  of  this  meeting,  that  when  an  appoint- 
ment of  overfeers  is  neceifary,  the  matter  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  judicious  friends ;  who  are  to  report  to  the  monthly 
meeting,  for  its  approbation,  the  names  of  fuch  friends  as  are 
thought  fuitable  for  that  fervice.      1789. — 1801.       , 


5 

V.  Worn.  Meet. 
6,  Art,  F. 


In  the  love  of  Chrift,  we  earneftly  exhort  you  to  watch  dill-  6 

gently  over  the  flock  of  God,  and  deal  in  due  time,  and  in  a   v.  Queries  a, 
fpirit  of  Chriftian  love  and  tendernefs,  with  all  fuch  as  walk 
diforderly  amongft  you,  in  order  to   reclaim  and  reftore  them 
by  brotherly  counfel  and  admonition  j  and  when,   after  patient 
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waiting,  you  find  that  your  Chriftian  labour  of  love  hath  not  its 
defired  efFed,  negled  not  to  teflify  againft  and  difown  fuch  per- 
fons,  and  thereby  prevent  the  reproach  and  difhonour  which 
may  be  brought  upon  our  holy  profeffion  through  their  means  : 
that  the  end  and  defign  of  our  wholefome  difcipline  may  be 
anfwered. 

The  want  of  due  care  in  this  refpe^t,  hath,  as  we  apprehend, 
brought  great  difficulties  on  fome  meetings ;  for  we  think  it 
both  unfeafonable  and  difhonourable,  when  perfons  apply  to 
monthly  meetings  on  account  of  marriage,  or  for  relief  in  cafe  of 
neceffity,  or  any  fimilar  occafion,  then  to  objedt  to  them  fuch 
offences  as  the  meeting,  through  negled:  of  its  own  duty, 
hath  fuffered  long  to  pafs  by,  unreproved  and  unnoticed.  1743. 
W.  E. 

7  If  an  offender  cannot  be  found,  the  meeting  to  which  he 
belongs,  Ihall  iffue  a  teflimony  againfl  him;  if  the  nature  of  the 
cafe  require  it,     1782, — 1801. 

8  This  meeting,  taking  into  confideration  the  pradice  of  reading 
*■  J^'j^jt^^'    teftimonies  of  difownment  at  the  clofe  of  meetings  for  worfhip, 

is  of  the  fenfe  and  judgment,  that  it  is  expedient  wholly  to  dif- 
continue  the  faid  practice  in  future.  Information  of  difownments 
is  neverthelefs  to  be  fent  to  the  women's  monthly  meeting;  and 
alfo  to  the  preparative  meeting  (if  there  be  one)  to  which  the 
difowned  perfon  belonged  :  and  in  all  cafes  a  copy  is  to  be  de- 
livered to  the  perfon  difowned,  if  accefs  can  be  had  to  him. 
1801. 

9  Forafmuch  as  fome  perfons,  who,  by  their  ill  condud,  have 
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juflly  deferved  and  come  under  the  cenfure  of  the  meetings  to 
which  they  belong,  have  thought  to  get  from  under  the  weight  of 
that  judgment,  by  figning  a  paper  of  condemnation,  and  thereby 
have  fuppofed  themfelves  difcharged  ;  it  is  therefore  recom- 
mended to  friends'  confideration,  that  they  be  careful  not  to  admit 
fuch  perfons  too  early  into  fellowjfhip,  or  give  them  caufe  to  think 
they  are  accepted,  before  the  meeting  or  meetings  are  fatisfied 
of  their  repentance  and  amendment ;  notwithftanding  fuch  paper 
be  given.      1708.  P.  E. 


When  a  perfon  is  difowned  by  a  monthly  or  other  meeting  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  and  afterwards  removes  into,  and  re- 
fides  within,  the  compafs  of  another  meeting,  he  having  come 
to  repentance,  and  being  defirous  to  be  reftored  into  unity,  the 
necelfary  acknowledgment  fhould  be  made  to  the  monthly  or 
other  meeting  by  which  he  w^as  difowned ;  which  acknowledg- 
ment being  received  and  accepted,  he  fhall  be  deemed  a  member 
of  the  faid  meeting.      1763. 


10 


Children  born  after  the  denial  of  their  parents,  and  who  duly 
attend  our  meetings  for  worlhip,  being  alfo  of  an  orderly  con- 
verfation,  fhould  be  tenderly  regarded ;  and  when  the  meeting 
wherein  they  refide,  apprehends  they  have  attained  fufficient 
judgment  to  choofe  for  themfelves,  they  fhould  be  vifited,  and 
if  they  cxprefs  a  defire  to  be  efteemed  members  of  our  fociety, 
the  fame  ought  to  be  admitted,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  monthly 
meeting.     1767. 


II 

V.  Records  z, 
lajl  par. 


For  another 
cafe,  -uid. 

Rem.  &  Sett. 
7,  R.  X. 


When  a  perfon  commits  an  offence,  as  foon  as  it  comes  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  meeting  wherein  he  refides,  he  not  being  a 
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member  thereof,  that  meeting  fliall  acquaint  the  meeting  of  which 
he  is  a  member,  therewith. 

The  meeting  of  which  he  is  a  member  lliall  then  proceed  to 
vifit  and  deal  with  him,  unlefs  by  reafon  of  diftance  it  be  not 
convenient ;  in  which  cafe,  it  fhall  apply  to  the  monthly- 
meeting  in  which  the  offender  refides,  to  ad:  for  it  and  vifit 
him,  and  report  its  proceedings  to  the  meeting  of  which  he  is 
a  member ;  which  meeting  fhall  receive  his  acknowledgment, 
or  difown  him,  as  in  its  judgment  the  cafe  fliall  require,  re- 
porting either  conclufion  to  the  other  meeting. 

If  a  teftimony  of  denial  be  iffued,  a  copy  thereof  fhall  be  fent 
to  the  meeting  in  the  compafs  of  which  the  offender  refides, 
-».No  8,  which    fhall    acquaint    him    therewith,    and    acknowledge    the 

receipt  thereof  to  the  meeting  that  fent  it. 

If  the  offender  remove  after  dealing  be  commenced,  the  meet- 
ing that  had  him  under  its  care,  fhall  continue  the  fame,  if  he 
be  equally  within  its  reach,  or  otherwife  write  to  the  meeting 
into  the  compafs  of  which  he  is  removed  ;  which  meeting  fhall 
proceed  therein,  and  report  to  the  meeting  of  which  he  is  a 
member,  which  fhall  receive  his  acknowledgment,  or  proceed  to 
deny  him,  as  aforefaid. 

In  cafe  offenders  fhall  remove  to  places  not  within  the  ac- 
knowledged limits  of  any  monthly  meeting,  it  is  agreed  that  they 
fhall  be  under  the  care  of  the  meeting  to  which  they  are  the 
neareft  fituated. 

Should  the  perfon  difowned,  coming  to  a  jufl  fenfe  of  his  mif- 
condudl:,  be  defirous  of  readmiffion  into  the  fociety,  he  fhall 
apply  in  perfon,  or  by  letter,  to  the  monthly  meeting  which  dif- 
own^ed  him ;  which  Ihall  vifit  him,  if  convenient,  or  otherwife 
apply  to  that  wherein  he  refides,  to  do  it,  and  make  report. 
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The  meeting  which  difowned  him  (hall  then  proceed  to  accept 
or  reject  his  acknowledgment,  as  it  Ihall  fee  meet :  and  if  re- 
admitted, he  fhall  be  entitled  to  memberfhip  where  he  formerly- 
belonged.     1782. — 1801. 

» 

When  monthly  meetings  judge  it  proper  to  draw  up  tefli-  1 3 

monies  refpedling  the  religious  lives  and  fervices  of  deceafed 
minifters,  they  are  defired  to  exercife  due  care  therein ;  but  to 
include,  as  far  as  may  be  expedient,  the  remarkable  dying-fayings  v.  FamHy-vif. 
of  fuch  friends,  and  to  mention  the  age,  place  of  abode,  time  of 
deceafe,  and  place  of  burial,  alfo  how  long  they  had  been 
minifters :  and  it  is  defired  that  thefe  teftimonies  or  accounts  * 
may  be  drawn  up  with  fufEcient  regard  to  concifenefs,  and  be 
revifed  and  recorded  by  the  quarterly  meetings,  previoufly  to 
their  being  fent  to  this  m^eeting. 

Where  no  particular  account  concerning  a  deceafed  minifter 
is  judged  neceflary,  information  is  neverthelefs  to  be  tranfmitted 
to  this  meeting,  of  the  name,  age,  place  of  abode,  time  of  de- 
ceafe, and  place  of  burial  of  fuch  friend,  and  it  is  alfo  to  be 
noted,  how  long  he  or  fhe  had  been  a  minifter.  1710. — I7I3.» 
— 1 740. — 1 743 . —  1 79 1 . —  1 80 1 . 

On  confidering  a  minute  of  laft  yearly  meeting  on  the  fubjeil:  14 

of  admitting  teftimonies  concerning  deceafed  friends,  other  than 
minifters,    it   is  concluded  beft    to  make   no   alteration   of  the 
former  pradlice  of  this  meeting :    neverthelefs  any  friend  who 
may  have  in  polfeflion  any    inftrudive   communications  from    '»-  Famiiy.vif. 
friends  near  the  clofe  of  life,  is  at  liberty  to  fend  up  the  fame 

p 
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to   the  clerk   of  the   morning  meeting  in  London,  to  be  laid 
before  that  meeting  for  its  difpofal.      1795. 

And -Old.  Appeals  I.  9. — Arbitr.  2.  4.  5.  6.  7.— Books  9.  II. — Civ.  Gov.  Ii. — Conv.  Perfon* 
5. — Defam.  &  Detr.  5.  6. — Difcipl.  &c.  16.  \rf  fafs. — Family-Vif.  2.  4. — Gaming. — Marriage 
8.  9.  10.  II.  12.  13.  14.  IJ.  16. — Meet,  for  SuiF.  12.  13. — Meet.  forVVorfh.  15. — Militia  I. 
— Min.  &  Eld.  &;c.  4,4^/^  l^  S^h  far.  II.  14.  15.  16.  17.  18.  19.  20.  21.  22.  23.24.  25.  27,  ij^  par. 
28. — Morn.  Meet.  2.  3.— Nat.  St.  3. — Parents,  &c.  7,  laf  par. — Poor  a.  3.  4. — Prep.  Meet. 
1. — Quart.  Meet.  I.  2. — Queries,  pafs. — Records,  fafs. — Rem.  &  Sett.  fafs. — Schools,  pafs. — 
Scriptures  6.— Slave-Tr.  &c.  3.— Suff.  i-  3.  7.— Tithes  I.  10, 12.  I3.  14,  ifl par.  i8.  19,  ift par. 
20.  ai.  aa. — Trade  ^,  laf  par.  10. 11.  la.— War  a.  4. 5. 6.  7. — Wills,  &c.  I. — Worn.  Meet.  a.  5. 6. 
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WHEN  the  morning  meeting  of  minifters  and  elders  fee  i 

caufe  to  difpofe  of  books  in  truth's  fervice,  reprint  books,  or 
print  new  publications,  they  are  to  acquaint  the  meeting  for 
fufferings  therewith,  for  their  approbation,  both  as  to  the  number 
to  be  difperfed  or  printed,  and  the  charge.     1706. 

Agreed,  that  no  perfon's  name  be  entered  in  the  morning        2 
meeting's  book,  as  a  minifter,  till  he  or  fhe  produce  a  certificate    ^'  ^";j^^^*' 
from  the  monthly  or  quarterly  meeting  to  which  he  or  fhe  fhall 
belong.      1723. 

Such  difcreet  and  judicious  friends,  as  are  deputed  elders  by  3 

the  refpedive  monthly  meetings  of  London,  are  to  be  members 
of  the  morning  meeting,  tenderly  to  encourage  and  help  young 
minifters,  and  advife  others,  as  they  Ihall  fee  meet,  in  the 
wifdom  of  God,  for  the  good  purpofes  mentioned  In  the  minute 
of  the  yearly  meeting,  1727.*  And  it  is  efpecially  recom-  •Min.  &iii. 
mended  to  the  feveral  monthly  meetings  in  London,  to  con- 
fider  what  friends  of  either  fex  amongft  them  are  fit  to  be  added 
to  thofe  already  appointed,  and  to  recommend  them  to  the  morn- 
ing meeting.     1735* — 1773- 

And  fid.  Books  5.  7.  10.— Mm.  &  Eld.  &c.  ay,  4/i  \;f  bib  par.  28.— Monthly  Meet.  14' 

P  2 


&c.  ai. 
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ACCORDING  to  the  primitive  fimplicity  of  friends,  it  is 
the  advice  of  this  meeting,  that  no  friends  imitate  the  world  in 
any  diftindion  of  habit,  or  otherwife,  as  marks  or  tokens  of 
mourning  for  the  dead.      1717- 

Advifed  againft  imitating  the  vain  cuftom  of  wearing  or  giving 
mourning,  and  all  extravagant  expenfes  about  the  interment  of 
the  dead.      1724.  P.  E. 

Having  obferved  that,  in  imitation  of  a  cuftom  prevailing  of 
late  in  this  nation,  divers  under  our  religious  profeflion  have 
difcouraged  the  female  fex  from  attending  the  burial  of  their 
relations,  by  not  inviting  them  thereto  with  the  men ;  which  is 
neither  agreeable  to  the  pradice  of  our  worthy  predecelTors,  nor 
a  decent  token  of  refped,  which,  if  health  permits,  it  becomes 
both  fexes  to  fhew  for  their  deceafed  relations  and  friends,  on 
thefe  folemn  occafions ;  we  are  therefore  concerned  to  recom- 
mend that  friends  in  general,  and  minifters,  elders,  and  overfeers 
in  particular,  would  tenderly  advife  againft  any  conformity 
amongft  us,  with  the  modern  general  cuftom  of  the  world  in 
this  refpedt ;  as  well  as  in  that  of  putting  on  black,  or  any 
other  garments  approaching  to  that  colour,  by  way  of  diftindion 
on  fuch  occafions  j  which  we  as  a  people  are  well  known  to 
have  always  had  a  teftimony  againft.     1782. 


[     i'7    ] 


NATIONAL     STOCK. 


AGREED,  that  a  colledion  be  occafionally  made  in  the  i 

feveral  counties  and  places  for  defraying  the  expenfes  of  the 
fociety,  as  printing  and  diftributing  books  for  the  fervice  of  truth,  ».  Books 
the  paflage  of  miniftering  friends  who  are  called  into  the  fervice 
of  the  Lord  beyond  fea,  the  falary  of  a  clerk,  and  houfe-rent  for 
keeping  records,  with  other  incidental  charges ;  to  be  fent  up  to 
the  correfpondents  of  the  feveral  counties  and  places,  and  paid  v-^^eet.for 
to  the  cafhiers.     1672. — 1676.  11.N0.4. 

Difburfements  out  of  the  national  flock  to  be  fuch  only,  as  2 

fhall  be  agreed  and  direded  by  the  meeting  for  fufferings  in 
London.     1679. 

It  being  reprefented  to  this  meeting,  that  friends  in  fome  3 

places  have  fent,  as  their  contributions  to  the  general  flock,  a 
certain  flated  fum  taken  from  their  meeting's  flock ;  this  meeting 
recommends  to  fuch  places  in  future,  to  raife  their  contributions 
towards  the  general  flock,  by  a  feparate,  free,  and  liberal  collec- 
tion for  the  purpofe,  in  a  proportion  adequate  to  the  occafion, 
and  to  the  circumflances  of  their  refpedive  meetings.     i77i» 

It  is  agreed,  that  in  future  the  cafh  of  this  meeting  be  kept  at  4 

the  bankers'  in  the  names  of  fix  friends,  under  the  denomination 
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of  truftees,  to  be  appointed  by  the  meeting  for  fufferings,  and  re- 
newed from  time  to  time,  whenever  by  death,  a  defire  to  be  ex- 
cufed,  or  any  other  reafonable  caufe,  the  truft  fhall  be  reduced 
to  three  ;  for  which  purpofe,  the  names  of  the  truftees  fhall  be 
called  over  in  the  meeting  for  fufFerings  previous  to  the  yearly 
meeting ;  and  that  the  drafts  be  in  future  figned  in  the  meeting 
by  three  of  the  members  prefent,  and  afterwards  counterfigned 
by  one  or  more  of  the  truftees.     i793» 

^  It  is  agreed,  that  the  expenfes  attendant  on  the  vifits  of  mini- 

••  ^f'  7.  ftering  friends  to  the  ifland  of  Guernfey,  be  defrayed  out  of  the 

national  ftock  ;  alfo  that  the  fame  fund  be  employed  for  defraying 
the  expenfe  of  miniftering  friends  from  other  countries,  who 
may  be  returning  from  vifits  to  any  parts  of  Great  Britain,  al- 
though fuch  vifits  may  not  have  been  general ;  and  alfo  to  de- 
fray the  charges  of  minifters,  who  may  be  called  to  travel  in  any 
foreign  country,  in  which  there  are  not  any  friends,  or  none 
fuitable  to  bear  fuch  charges ;  alfo  that  all  fuch  expenfes  fliall  be 
examined  and  allowed,  where  it  may  be,  by  the  quarterly  meet- 
ing in  which  the  fame  ihall  have  been  incurred.     1793. 

6  This  meeting  agrees,  that  the  expenfes  of  friends  travelling  ia 

•.  N*.  7.  the  work  of  the  miniftry  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight^  and  other  iflands 
adjacent  to  Great  Britain,  and  in  fuch  parts  of  Wales  as  are 
not  within  the  acknowledged  limits  of  the  monthly  meetings, 
may  in  future  be  defrayed  out  of  the  national  ftock;  together 
with  the  expenfes  of  fuch  guides  as  may  be  neceffary  to  the  ac- 
complifliment  of  the  fervice ;  the  faid  expenfes  being  previoufly 
allowed  by  the  quarterly  meeting,  or  the  half-year's  meeting. 
And  it  is  further  agreed,  that  the  half-year's  meeting  of  Wales 
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may  be  at  liberty,  when  it  thinks  proper,  to  apply  for  reimburfe- 
ment  out  of  the  national  ftock,  of  fmiilar  expenfes  arifing  within 
the  limits  of  its  feveral  monthly  meetings.      1799. 

It  is  agreed,  that  the  expenfes  of  miniftering  friends  travelling  n 

in  any  of  the  illands  adjacent  to  Great  Britain,  and  alfo  of  their 
neceifary  guides,  from  the  refidence  of  friends  to,  and  alfo  at, 
the  ports  whence  they  may  embark,  and  at  the  ports  where  they 
may  difembark,  and  from  thence  to  the  refidence  of  any  neigh- 
bouring friends,  be  paid  out  of  the  national  ftock  ;  except  the 
expenfe  occafioned  by  the  holding  of  any  public  meetings,  not- 
held  in  the  illands.      1800. 

Aid  vid.  Yearly  Meet.  14. 


t      12°      ] 


OATHS. 


Matth.  V.  23  to 
37- 


James  v.  12. 


ADVISED,  that  our  Chridian  tcfllmony  be  faithfully  main- 
tained againft  the  burthen  and  impofition  of  oaths,  according  to 
the  exprefs  prohibition  of  Chrift,  and  alfo  of  the  apoftle  James : 
viz.  "  Ye  have  heard  that  it  hath  been  faid  by  them  of  old  time, 
'  Thou  fhalt  not  forfv^ear  thyfelf,  but  Ihalt  perform  unto  the 
'  Lord  thine  oaths  ;    but   I  fay  unto  you,  Swear  not   at  all ; 
'  neither  by  heaven,  for  it  is  God's  throne  -,  nor  by  the  earth, 
'  for  it  is  his  footftool ;  neither  by  Jerufalem,  for  it  is  the  city 

*  of  the  great  King ;  neither  Ihalt  thou  fwear  by  thy  head,  be- 

*  caufe  thou  canft  not  make  one  hair  white  or  black :  but  let 
'  your  communication  be,  Yea,  yea  ;  Nay,  nay  j  for  whatfoever 
'  is  more  than  thefe,  cometh  of  evil." 

"  But  above  all  things,  my  brethren,  fwear  not ;  neither  by 

*  heaven,  neither  by  the  earth,  neither  by  any  other  oath  ;  but 

*  let  your  yea  be  yea  ;  and  your  nay,  nay ;  left  ye  fall  into  con- 

*  demnation."     1693.  P.  E. 


AndvU.  AfiBrmation. — Meet,  for  Suff.  4. 


[   "I   ] 
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WE  do  entreat  and  defire  all  you  that  are  parents  and  governors 
of  families,  that  ye  diligently  lay  to  heart  your  work,  and  calling 
in  your  generation,  for  the  Lord,  and  the  charge  committed  to 
you ;  not  only  in  being  good  examples  to  the  younger  fort,  but  alfo^ 
to  ufe  your  power  in  your  own  families  in  educating  your  children 
and  fervants  in  modefty,  fobriety,  and  in  the  fear  of  God,  curbing 
the  extravagant  humour  in  the  young  ones  when  it  doth  appear  5 
and  not  to  indulge  or  allow  of  it :  for  you  are  fet  in  your 
families  as  judges  for  God,  and  it  is  you  that  mull  give  an  ac- 
count of  the  power  committed  to  you.  And  when  you  fee  a 
libertine  and  wanton  fplrit  appear  in  your  children  and  fervants, 
that  lufteth  after  the  vain  cuftoms  and  fafhions  of  the  world, 
either  in  habit  or  outward  adorning,  and  craves  your  affiftance 
and  allowance  ;  without  which  it  cannot  get  forward  while  they 
are  under  your  government ;  O  then  look  to  yourfelves,  and 
difcharge  your  truft  for  God,  and  for  the  good  of  their  fouls, 
exhorting  in  meeknefs,  and  commanding  in  wifdom  ;  that  fo  you 
may  miaifter  and  reach  to  the  witnefs,  and  help  them  over  their 
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temptations  in  the  authority  of  God's  power ;  and  when  they 
feel  themfelves  helped  and  delivered,  their  fouls  will  blefs  God 
for  you,  and  you  will  reap  the  comfort  of  your  labour.  1688. 
P.  E. 


«,  Schools 
2-  3-  4. 


It  is  our  Chriftian  and  earnefl:  advice  and  counfel  to  all  friends 
concerned,  to  provide  fchool-maPiers  and  miftreffes  who  are 
faithful  friends,  to  teach  and  inftruct  their  children  ;  and  not  to 
fend  them  to  fchools  where  they  are  taught  the  corrupt  ways, 
manners,  fafhions,  and  language  of  the  world;  and  of  the  heathen 
in  their  authors ;  tending  greatly  to  corrupt  and  alienate  the 
minds  of  children  into  an  averfenefs  or  oppofition  againft  the 
truth,  and  the  fimplicity  of  it.  But  take  care  that  you  train 
up  your  children  in  the  good  nurture,  admonition,  and  fear  of 
the  Lord,  in  that  plainnefs  and  language  which  become  truth, 
1690.  P.  E. 


».  Queries  8, 
Adv.  III. 


t.  Poor  3. 
Trade  13. 
Rem.  & 
Sett.  9. 
Marriage 
I,  ijl par. 
a.  3.  4- 


It  being  under  confideratlon  how  friends'  children  might  be 
difpofed  of,  that  are  trained  up  in  the  way  of  truth,  and  fit  to  be 
put  forth  apprentices ;  it  is  the  advice  and  counfel  of  friends, 
that  fpecial  care  be  taken  to  put  them  apprentices  to  honeft 
friends,  that  they  may  be  preferved  in  the  way  of  truth.      1 697. 

And  that  friends  of  all  degrees  take  due  care  to  breed  up  their 
children  in  fome  ufeful  and  neceffary  employments,  that  they 
may  not  fpend  their  precious  time  in  idlenefs;  which  is  of  evil 
example,  and  tends  much  to  their  hurt.     1703.  P.  E. 

As  touching  the  education  of  friends*  children,  for  which  this 
meeting  hath  often  found  a  concern,  we  think  it  our  duty  to 
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recommend  unto  you,  that  no  opportunity  be  omitted,  nor  any 
endeavours  wanting,  to  inftrudl  them  in  the  principle  of  truth 
which  we  profefs :  and  there  being  times  and  feafons,  wherein 
their  fpirits  are,  more  than  at  others,  difpofed  to  have  fuch 
things  imprefTed  upon  them,  fo  we  defire  that  all  parents,  and 
others  concerned  in  the  overfight  of  youth,  may  wait  in  the 
fear  of  God  to  know  themfelves  divinely  qualified  for  that  fervice ; 
that  in  his  wifdom  they  may  make  ufe  of  every  fuch  opportunity 
which  the  Lord  Ihall  put  into  their  hands.     1717.  P.  E. 

We  tenderly  recommend  to  all  parents,  and  fuch  as  may  have  6 

care  of  children,  that  they  do,  as  far  as  in  them  lies,  infpedt  care- 
fully, and  narrowly  inquire  into,  the  manner  of  their  conver- 
fation ;  that  where  counfel  or  reproof  may  be  wanting,  it  may 
in  the  fpirit  of  love  and  in  found  judgment  be  given.  1724. 
P.  E. 

Advifed,  that  mothers  of  children  (as  well  as  fathers),  as  they  7 

have  frequently  the  beft  opportunities,  would  take  particular  care 
to  inftrudl  them  in  the  knowledge  of  religion,  and  the  Holy 
Scriptures ;  becaufe  it  has  been  found  by  experience,  that  good 
impreffions,  early  made  on  the  tender  minds  of  children,  have 
proved  lafting  means  of  preferving  them  in  a  religious  life  and 
converfation. 

When  parents  or  guardians  are  deficient  in  fuch  their  care, 
we  recommend  to  monthly  meetings,  that  they  ftir  them  up 
thereto,  either  by  vifiting  them  in  their  families,  or  in  fuch  a-.  Famiiy-vif. 
manner  as  in  the  wifdom  of  God  they  may  fee  meet ;  that  fo 
the  dodrines  of  the  gofpel,  and  a  converfation  agreeable  thereto, 
may  be  maintained  unto  all  generations.     1731.  P.  E. 

CL2  I 
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8  It  has  been  the  concern  of  this  meeting,  from  the  relation  given 
of  truth's  fpreading  in  foreign  countries,  that  friends  who  are  of 
abihties,  and  have  the  profperity  of  truth  at  heart,  would  in  the 
education  of  their  children  take  care,  as  fuitable  opportunities  and 
occafions  may  offer,  to  let  them  be  inftruded  in  fome  modern 
tongues,  as  French, High  and  LowDutch,Danifh,&c.  that  fo  when 
they  are  grown  up,  they  may  reap  the  benefit  thereof;  and,  as  it 
fliall  pleafe  the  Lord  to  difpofe  and  incline  them,  may  be  of  fervice 
to  the  church.     1737.     W.  E. 

9  We  do  with  earneftnefs  recommend  to  all  fuch  parents  as  have 
experienced  the  gracious  dealings  of  the  Lord  with  their  own 
fouls,  to  take  all  proper  opportunities  of  inftilling  into  the  minds 
of  their  children  juft  fentiments  refpedling  the  vanity  and  empti- 
nefs  of  fading  and  tranfitory  enjoyments ;  and  to  direct  them  to 
feek  after  that  folid  peace  and  ferenity  of  mind,  which  attends 
the  fincere  practice  of  true  religion  and  virtue,  and  which  only 
can  afford  any  durable  and  folid  fatisfadion.     1 745.     P.  E. 

I  o  We  advife  and  exhort,  that  all  maflers  of  families,  parents, 

guardians,  and  tutors  of  children,  would  frequently  put  in  pradice 
the  calling  together  of  their  children  and  houfehold,  to  wait  upofi 
the  Lord  in  their  families ;  that,  receiving  wifdom  and  counfel 
from  him,  they  may  be  enabled  feafonably  to  exhort  and  encou- 
rage them  to  walk  in  the  way  of  the  Lord,  to  exercife  themfelves 
in  reading  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  in  obferving  the  duties  and 
precepts  of  holy  living  therein  recommended  ;  and  would  admo- 
nifh  them  to  keep  to  that  plainnefs  and  fimplicity  in  apparel,  fpeech, 
and  behaviour,  into  which  the  Spirit  of  truth  led  our  forefathers, 
and  which  becomes  the  humble,  felf-denying  followers  of  Holy 
Jefus :  alfo,  that  they  would  ufe  their  endeavours  to  reftrain  the 
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youth  committed  to  their  charge,  from  frequenting  play-houfes    *.  Qi,eiie» 
and  other  places  of  diverfion,  by  fhewing  them  the  evil  tendency      .?' J.  v! 
thereof,  and  the  danger  of  their  minds  being  thereby  drawn  afide 
from  a  folid  and  ferious  attention  to  the  great  duty  of  life,  the 
pradice  of  true  religion  and  virtue.     1748.  P.  E. 

It  has  been  the  frequent  concern  of  this  meeting,  by  former  1 1 
advices,  to  prefs  all  parents,  guardians,  and  heads  of  families,  to 
a  ftridt  watch  over  the  condud  and  behaviour  of  their  children, 
fervants,  and  the  youth  under  their  care ;  and,  in  order  that  they 
themfelves  may  be  properly  qualified  to  difcharge  fo  great  and 
necefTary  a  duty,  we  earneftly  recommend,  that  in  whatfoever 
relation  they  ftand  to  the  rifmg  generation,  they  be  very  circum- 
fpeft  and  exemplary  in  every  particular  of  their  own  condud, 
and  be  fully  given  up  in  faithful  obedience  to  the  manifeftations 
of  light  and  grace  received :  whereby  they  will  be  enabled  to 
advife  and  reprove  with  proper  authority,  and  to  reftrain  thofe 
under  them  from  all  fuperfluous  and  hurtful  things,  which  it 
may  be  in  their  power  to  prevent.     1758.  P.  E, 

As  the  right  education  of  children,  and  the  nurture  of  youth,  12 
is  of  very  great  confequence  to  them,  and  to  the  fucceeding 
generation,  we  preffingly  exhort  all  parents  and  heads  of  families, 
to  procure  fuch  ufeful  learning  for  their  children,  as  their 
abilities  will  admit ;  and  to  encourage  them,  as  well  by  example 
as  precept,  to  the  frequent  reading  of  the  Holy  Scriptures ;  and 
that  they  begin,  as  early  as  pofTible,  to  inftill  into  their  tender 
minds  the  principles  of  truth  and  virtue  ;  and  inftrud  them  in 
the  nature  and  neceflity  of  being  born  from  above,  without  which, 
our  Lord  declared,  no  man  fhall  fee  the  kingdom  of  God  ;  and,  Johnjii.j. 
in  order  hereunto,  that  they  labour  to  bring  them  acquainted 
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with  the  holy  feed,  which  is  fown  by  the  divine  hand  in  every 
heart  for  that  gracious  end :  that  they  may,  through  the  Lord's 
bleffing  upon  fuch  pious  and  paternal  endeavours,  be  induced  to 
place  their  affedions  upon  it ;  and,  cleaving  thereto  in  faithful 
obedience,  come  to  experience  it  to  be  unto  them,  Chrift  within, 

c.i.  i.  a;.  "  the  hope  of  glory." 

The  importance  of  an  early  inftrudlion  in  the  law  of  God, 
is  fet  forth  with  peculiar  ftrength,  clearnefs,  and  folemnity,  in 
Deut.  vi.  4,  &c.  "  Hear,  O  Ifrael,  the  Lord  our  God  is  one  Lord: 
"  and  thou  fhalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thine  heart, 
"  and  with  all  thy  foul,  and  with  all  thy  might :  and  thefe  words 
"  which  I  command  thee  this  day,  fhall  be  in  thine  heart ;  and 
"  thou  fhalt  teach  them  diligently  unto  thy  children,  and 
'*  fhalt  talk  of  them  when  thou  fitteft  in  thine  houfe,  and  when 
"  thou  walkefl  by  the  way,  and  when  thou  lieft  down,  and  when 
"  thou  rifefl  up."  It  is  requifite  alfo  that  reflraint  be  added  to 
inflrudion,  it  being  much  eafier,  as  well  as  more  prudent,  to  ex- 
ercife  it  upon  the  hrfl  appearances  of  an  inclination  to  dangerous 

V.  No.  15.  or  hurtful  liberties,  than  afterwards  ;  for  where  children,  through 

the  prevalence  of  fond  affection,  have  been  accuftomed  to  impro- 
per indulgences,  when  they  are  grown  to  fuch  a  dangerous  degree 
of  ripenefs,  that  the  exertion  of  authority  hath  become  abfolutely 
neceffary,  the  ftrength  of  their  pafTions  fo  habituated  hath  often 
proved  unconquerable,  or  very  difficult  to  overcome  ;  to  the  great 
hurt  of  the  unhappy  youth,  and  the  unfpeakable  grief  of  the  im- 
prudently indulgent  parents.     1760.  P.  E. 

13  We  entreat  all  parents  ferioufly  to  lay  to  heart  the  great  and 

lafling  importance  of  a  religious  education  to  their  offspring ; 
and  to  be  more  folicitous  that  their  tender  minds  may  be  im- 
preffed  with  virtuous  principles,  and  early  direded  into  the  path 
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of  purity,  by  which  they  may  obtain  the  pearl  of  great  price, 
than  to  provide  for  them  fuperfluous  and  uncertain  riches,  fre- 
t^^iently  the  forrowful  means  of  their  declenfion  and  ruin.  And 
let  your  good  precepts  be  enforced  by  a  prudent  reftraint  and 
authority,  difcouraging  in  them  every  appearance  of  evil.  And 
to  all  mailers  and  tutors  of  children,  we  affedionately  addrefs 
ourfelves;  that  in  a  particular  manner  it  may  be  your  care  to 
caution,  and  as  much  as  in  you  lies  to  guard,  the  youth  com- 
mitted to  your  charge,  againft  the  dangers  and  allurements  of 
evil  communications,  and  the  reading  of  profane  and  immoral 
writings  (thofe  powerful  engines  of  Satan),  v/hether  they  be  fuch 
as  diredly  tend  to  defile  the  affedions,  or,  with  a  more  fpecious 
appearance,  to  fubvert  the  dodtrines  of  Chriftianity,  by  a  pre- 
fumptuous  abufe  of  human  reafon,  and  by  vain  and  fubtle  dif- 
putations,  after  the  rudiments  of  the  world,  and  not  after  Chrift. 
1766.  P.  E. 

As  next  to  our  own  fouls,  our  offspring  are  the  moft  imme-  14 
diate  objeds  of  our  care  and  concern,  it  is  earneftly  recommended 
to  all  parents  and  guardians  of  children,  that  the  moft  early 
opportunities  may  be  taken,  in  their  tender  years,  to  imprefs  upon 
them  a  fenfe  of  the  Divine  Being,  his  wifdom,  power,  and  omni^ 
prefence,  fo  as  to  beget  a  reverent  awe  and  fear  of  him  in  their 
hearts ;  and,  as  their  capacities  enlarge,  to  acquaint  them  with  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  by  frequent  and  diligent  reading  therein,  inftrudt- 
ing  them  in  the  great  love  of  God  to  mankind  through  Jefus  <:,.  Scriptur?* 
Chrift,  the  work  of  falvation  by  him,  and  fandification  through 
his  blefled  Spirit.  For  though  virtue  defcendeth  not  by  lineal 
fucceflion,  nor  piety  by  inheritance;  yet  we  truft  the  Almighty 
doth  gracioufly  regard  the  fmcere  endeavours  of  thofe  parents, 
whofe  early  and  conftant  care  is  over  their  offspring  for  good  5. 
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•who  labour  to  inflrud  them  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  in  aa 
humble  waiting  for,  and  feeling  after,  thofe  fecret  and  tender 
vifitations  of  divine  love,  which  are  afforded  for  the  help  and 
diredlion  of  all.  Be  ye  therefore  excited  to  a  faithful  difcharge 
of  your  duty.  Be  examples  to  them,  in  your  meetings,  your 
families,  and  your  employments,  of  a  diligent,  humble  watch- 
fulnefs,  and  fleady  regard  to  that  holy  principle  in  yourfelves, 
■which  you  recommend  to  their  obfervance.  Be  careful  not  to 
indulge  them  in  any  thing  of  an  evil  tendency.  Keep  them, 
while  young,  out  of  the  vain  fafliions,  the  corrupt  cuftoms,  and 
unprofitable  converfation  of  the  world ;  training  them  up  in  that 
commendable  fimplicity,  and  plainnefs  of  fpeech,  habit,  and 
manners,  pradifed  by  our  Lord,  and  his  faithful  followers ;  and 
as  they  ripen  in  age,  guard  them  againft  the  reading  of  plays, 
romances,  and  other  licentious  publications,  of  a  nature  prejudi- 
cial to  the  promotion  of  true  Chriflianity ;  likewife  againfl  the 
V.  Queries  pubUc  paftimcs,  and  pernicious  diverfions  of  the  age  :  all  which 
sl^f-'  are  the  inventions  of  degenerate  and  corrupt  fpirits,  and  ftrongly 
tend  to  draw  the  incautious  mind  from  a  fenfe  of  religious  duty, 
to  bring  it  into  a  ftate  of  alienation  from  the  life  of  God,  and  to 
deprive  it  of  that  inexprelfible  comfort  and  delight,  which  attends 
the  daily  exercife  of  religion  and  virtue.      1767.  P.  E. 

I  p  And  ye  parents,  be  ye  folicitous  to  difcharge  your  important 

and  awful  duty,  with  fcrupulous  attention.  It  is  often  too  late 
to  warn  the  youthful  mind  of  danger,  when  your  own  negli- 
gence, or  indulgence,  hath  fuffered  your  offspring  to  deviate 
from  that  path  of  fimplicity,  in  which  you  have  thought  your- 
felves bound  to  walk,  and  in  which  you  have  found  peace.  If 
you  fail  to  fupprefs  the  early  beginnings  of  undue  liberty,  how 
can  you  exped  a  bleffing  on  your  endeavours,  when  further  devi- 
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atlons  at  length  aroufe  your  attention  ?  and  how,  having  failed    v.  Difcipi.  &c. 
to  rule  your  own  houfes  well,  can  you  exped  duly  to  '*  take  care  ^^ 

*'  of  the  church  of  God;"  by  performing  that  too  much  ne-  ^  ™-^"-5- 
gleded  duty  of  private  admonition  therein  ?  There  were  of  old 
thofe  who  brought  children  to  Chrift,  in  the  days  of  his  flefli ; 
and  now  the  religious  parent  can  breathe  no  warmer  afpiration 
for  them,  than  when  he  fpiritually  commends  his  tender  offspring 
to  the  protedion  of  his  Lord.  But  fee,  friends,  that  you  en- 
courage no  propenfities  in  them  which  prevent  a  union  with 
him.  Reftrain  them,  we  befeech  you,  from  afTociating  with  ^.  cond.  & 
thofe  whofe  influence  and  example  lead  away  from  his  law; 
and  be  efpecially  careful  that  you  introduce  not  among  them, 
publications,  which  are  either  wholly,  or  in  part,  repugnant  to 
the  faith,  as  it  is  in  Jefus.  Let  it  be  your  own  daily  care  to 
endeavour  after  clofer  communion  with  him,  and  to  walk  in 
meek  fubmiflion  to  his  commands :  fo  may  you  gain,  over  the 
minds  of  the  youth  providentially  placed  under  your  care,  that 
afcendency  which  arifes  from  the  united  effeds  of  found  judg^ 
ment,  trueft  love,  and  a  good  example.      1800.  P.  E. 

And  vitl.  Books  a.  3.. — Lib.  to  the  Poor  6. — Marriage,/>(7/},— Mafters,  &c.  4.— Meet,  for  Worfli.  4, 

— Plainnefs  2.  3.  6.  8,  2d  par. -^?oor  i.  3. — Queries  2,  ^  IF.  X.  3,  ^  III.  VIII.  5,  ^/J.  V, 

8,  Adv.  F.— Schools  I.  5.— Scriptures, /a/}. — Wills,  &c.  2. 
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PLAINNESS. 


ADVISED,  that  friends  take  care  to  keep  to  truth  and 
plainnefs,  in  language,  habit,  deportment,  and  behaviour ;  that 
the  fimplicity  of  truth  in  thefe  things  may  not  wear  out  or  be 
loft  in  our  days,    nor  in  our  pofterity's. 

To  avoid  pride  and  immodefty  in  apparel,  and  all  vain  and' 
fuperfluous  fafhions  of  the  world.     169 1.  P.  E. 

This  meeting,  under  a  deep  fenfe  that  pride,  and  the  vain, 
cuftoms  and  fafhions  of  the  world,  prevail  over  fome  of  our  pro- 
«.  Queries  feffiou,  particularly  in  the  excefs  of  apparel  and  furniture,  doth 
earneftly  recommend,  that  all  who  make  profeflion  of  the  truth, 
take  care  to  be  exemplary  in  what  they  wear,  and  v/hat  they 
ufe,  fo  as  to  avoid  the  vain  cuftoms  of  the  world,  and  all  extra- 
vagancy in  colour  and  faftiion  ;  and  keep  themfelves,  in  refpedt 
thereof,  fpotlefs  and  blamelefs,  adorning  their  profefTion  in  all 
modefty  and  fobriety :  and  that  all  parents  be  watchful  over 
their  children,  and  careful  not  to  fuffer  them  to  get  up  into  pride 
and  excefs,  but  keep  them  to  that  decent  plainhefs  which  be- 
comes the  people  of  God;  that  the  fm  of  the  children  may  not 
lie  upon  their  parents;  nor  they  be  expofed  to  ruin  by  their 
parents'  neglect.     1703.  P.  E. 

Let  all  be  examples  to  their  children,  in  wifdom,  moderation. 


%,Adv.L 


PLAINNESS.  131 

and  plamnefs  in  language  and  habit ;  and  not  be  exemplary  only, 

but  alio  reftrain  them  -from  any  thing  that  might  be  to  their    v.  Parents,  &c, 

hurt,  either  inwardly  or  outwardly ;  neither  providing  for  them 

coftly  and  gaudy  attire,  unbecoming  godlinefs,  nor  letting  them 

Irave  money  to  gratify  themfelves  therein.      1 709.  P,  E. 

Advifed,  that  none  defpife  "the  day  of  fmall  things,"   or  turn  4 

afide  from  the  plainnefs,  fimplicity,  and  life  of  the  truth,  into 
the  words,  ways,  cuftoms,  and  fafhions  of  the  world,  which  are 
vain,  and  will  periih  with  the  ufmg ;  God  having  redeemed  his 
people  out  of  the  fame,  through  his  righteous  judgments  in  their 
inward  parts :  knowing,  that  whatfoever  hath  been  condemned, 
and  overturned  thereby,  is  never  to  be  built  up  again,  by  any 
who  are  lovers  of  the  truth,  as  it  is  in  Jefus.      1 7 1 2.  P.  E. 

Advifed,  that  all  friends,  both  male  and  female,  be  careful  that  5 

their  adorning  be  that  "  of  a  meek  and  quiet  fpirit,   which  is  in    i  Pet.  iii.4. 

**  the  fight  of  God  of  great  price  ;"  even  as  the  holy  men  and 

women  of  old,   profefTmg  godlinefs   with    good    works,    were 

adorned.  -  O  that  our  young  men  and  women  would  follow  their 

example  !  but  to  our  great  grief  we  find  too  many  of  our  young 

men,   inftead  of  obferving  that  gofpel  exhortation  to  be  fober-    Thus  n.  6, 

minded,  have  given  way  to  lightnefs  and  vanity ;  the  pernicious 

effeds  whereof  have  led  them  into  pride,  and  fuch  extravagancies 

as  thofe  who  are  not  of  our  profeflion  obferve,  as  marks   of  de- 

clenfion  from  our  primitive  plainnefs.     And  O  that  our  young 

women,  like  wife,  would  ceafe  from  all  unfeemly  and  immodeft 

appearance  in  their  apparel !     Certainly  both  males  and  females 

who  take  fuch  undue  meafures,  fly  from  the  crofs  of  Chrift;  and 

if  they  do  not  repent  and  return,  they  will  thereby  fiiffer  great 

lofs.     1 71 5.  W.  E. 

R  2 
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6  Forafmuch  as  a  true  Chriillan  practice,  and  every  branch  of 

it,  is  the  fruit  and  effed:  of  the  inward  fandification  of  the  heart, 
by  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  for  which  we  are  frequently  to  wait  on 
him  in  all  humility  and  lowlinefs  of  mind  ;  we  tenderly  advife, 
that  every  thing  tending  to  obftrud,  or  divert  the  minds  of 
children,  or  thofe  of  more  advanced  years,  from  this  good  exer- 
cife,  may  be  carefully  avoided  and  taken  out  of  the  way.  And 
it  being  evident,  that  the  glory  and  vanity  of  the  world,  and  the 
v^  N:  9.  pleafures  and  diverfions  of  it,  are  of  this  nature  and  tendency  ; 

we  therefore  advife  that  all  parents  and  mafters,  in  the  firft  place, 
be  good  examples  to  their  children  and  families,  in  an  humble, 
circumfped:  walking,  and  with  all  plainnefs  of  habit  and  fpeech ; 
and  alfo,  that  they  be  very  careful  not  to  indulge  their  children 
in  the  ufe  and  pradice  of  things  contrary  thereunto. 

For  we  are  fenfible  that,  by  fuch  habits,  of  how  little  moment 
ifoever  fome  may  think  them,  the  tender  minds  of  children,  while 
very  young,  being  lifted  up,  and  drawn  afide  from  the  fimplicity 
of  truth,  a  foundation  is  early  laid  for  thofe  undue  liberties,  fo 
juftly  complained  of;  for  a  love  and  delight  in  fuch  things, 
imprudently  indulged  at  firft,  grows  up  with  them,  and  becomes 
Hrengthened  more  and  more  into  confirmed  habits ;  and  thus 
fome  have  become  enemies  to  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  and  forfaken 
«Uid  oppofed  the  way  of  truth  ;  which  poffibly  might  have  been 
prevented  by  parents  doing  their  duty,  in  being  good  examples, 
and  not  cheriftiing  the  feeds  of  vanity  and  folly  in  their  children, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  prudently  difcouraging  every  appearance  of 
evil  in  them :  which  neceftary  duty  we  earneftly  recommend  to 
their  ferious  confideration  and  pradice.     J  735*  P«  E. 

^  It  is  alfo  our  concern  to   exhort  all  friends,  both  men  and 

women,  to  watch  againft  the  growing  fin  of  pride,  and  to  beware 
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of  adorning  themfelves  in  a  manner  difagreeable  to  the  plainnefs 
and  fimplicity  of  the  truth,  we  make  profeffion  of.  O  that 
they  would  duly  confider  that  fevere  reproof  which  the  Lord,  by 
the  mouth  of  his  prophet,  pronounced  againft  the  haughty 
daughters  of  Sion !  Ifaiah  iii. — "  I  will,"  faith  the  apoftle  Paul,  i  Tim.  ii.9,10. 
*'  that  women  adorn  themfelves  in  modeft  apparel,  with  fhame- 
"  facednefs  and  fobriety ;  not  with  broidered  hair,  or  gold, 
"or  pearls,  or  coftly  array;  but,  which  becometh  women 
"  profefTing  godlinefs,  with  good  works :  "  plainly  fhewing, 
that  fuch  adornings  are  contrary  to  the  profeffion  of  godli- 
nefs. The  apoftle  Peter  alfo  is  very  full  in  his  exhortations 
on  this  fubjed::  *' Whofe  adorning,"  faith  he,  "let  it  not  be  i  Pet.  iii. 
"  that  outward  adorning,  of  plaiting  the  hair,  and  of  wearing  of 
'*  gold,  or  of  putting  on  of  apparel ;  but  let  it  be  the  hidden 
"  man  of  the  heart,  in  that  which  is  not  corruptible,  even  the 
"  ornament  of  a  meek  and  quiet  fpirit,  which  is  in  the  fight  of 
"  God  of  great  price  ;  for  after  this  manner,  in  the  old  time,  the 
"  holy  women  alfo  who  trufted  in  God,  adorned  themfelves:" 
plainly  intimating,  that  thofe  who  of  old  were  holy,  and  did 
trull  in  God,  placed  not  their  delight  in  fuch  ornaments.  O  that 
ye  would  weigh  and  confider  thefe  things  !  "  Let  your  mode-  Phii.  iv.  5. 
"  ration  be  known  unto  all  men,"  and,  "Grieve  not  the  Holy  v.  1,15, 16. 
"  Spirit  of  God;"  but,  be  ye  followers  of  him,  as  dear  children ; 
walking  "  circumfpedily,  not  as  fools,  but  as  wife,  redeeming 
"  the  time,  becaufe  the  days  are  evil."     1739*  P»  E* 

The  example  of  our  bleffed  Saviour  and  his  followers,   and  of  8 

virtuous  and  holy  men  in  all  ages,  ought  to  make  a  due  impreiTion 
on  every  confiderate  mind ;  and  efpecially  on  fuch  as  have  had 
the  advantage  of  an  education  in  a  plainnefs  agreeable  to  fuch 
example. 
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Let  not  any  fuch  as  degenerate  in  thefe  refpeds  excufe  their 
own  weaknefs,  under  a  pretence  of  the  mifconduft  of  fome,  who 
have  appeared  outv/ardly  plain;  an  objedion  of  very  little  weight: 
for  did  they  rightly  confider,  they  -would  clearly  fee,  that  the 
very  reafon  why  deceivers  fometimes  put  on  plain  apparel,  is, 
becaufe  true  men  have  been  accuftomed  to  wear  it.  We  alfo 
tenderly  advife,  that  friends  take  heed,  efpecially  thofe  who 
ihould  be  exemplary  to  others  under  their  care,  that  they  exer- 
cife  plainnefs  of  fpeech  without  refpect  of  perfons,  in  all  their 
converfe  among  men ;  and  not  balk  their  teftimony  by  a  cow- 
^  ardly  compliance,  varying  their  language  according  to  their 
company  :  a  pradice  of  very  ill  example  to  our  obferving  youth, 
and  rendering  thofe  who  ufe  it  contemptible,  and  looked  upon 
as  a  kind  of  hypocrites,  even  by  thofe  with  whom  they  fo  comply. 
.       ,743.  W.  E.    • 

<)  It  is  matter  of  exceeding  grief  and  concern  to  many  of  the 

faithful  among  us,  to  obferve,  how  far  that  exemplary  plainnefs 
of  habit,  fpeech,  and  deportment,  which  diftinguilhed  our  fore- 
fathers, and  for  which  they  patiently  underwent  reproach  and 
contradidion,  is  now  departed  from,  by  too  many  under  our 
name.     A  declenfion  from  the  fnnplicity  of  truth  herein  hath 
been,  and  we  fear  is,  attended  with  pernicious  confequences,  in 
opening  the  way  of  fome,  the  more  eafily  and  unobferved,  to 
*  Parents  &c.    ^^^cnd  the  placcs  of  public  refort,  for  the  exercife  of  fports,  plays, 
Mod.\         ^"^  other  hurtful  and  deftrudive  diverfions  of  the  age;  from 
Q^SL*"        which  truth  taught  our  faithful  elders,  and  ftill  teaches  us,  wholly 
ll  ^F.'      to  refrain :  and  indeed  the  Chriftian  gravity  of  their  lives  and 
'^'     adions  always  carried  with   it  a  fevere   reproof,   and  manifeft 
oppofition,  to  the  wantonnefs  and  levity  of  fuch  dangerous  and 
fmful  paftimes.     Wherefore,  we  befeech  you,  be  not  deceived. 
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nor  led  afide  by  falfe  notions   of  imaginary  pleafures,  to  par- 
take of   "the  unfruitful  works   of  darknefs,"    but  watch    and    Eph.  v.n. 
befober;  and,  as  becometh  children  of  the   light  and  of  the   5,6,^^' 
day,    *'  Abftain  from  all  appearance  of  evil."     lyS^*  P*  E. 

And  vid.  Cond.  &  Converf.  i,  2.  5.  7.  9.  11. — Covetoufnefs  3. — Days  &  Times  2.3. — Family 
Vif.  2. — Lib.  to  the  Poor  4.  6. — Mafters,  &c.   3. — Meet,  for  Suff.  4. — Mourn.  Hab.  ^a/},— 
Parents,  &c.  i.  %.  10.  14.— Queries  a,  ^  IF.  3,  ^  HI-  5,  ^  ^.—Schools  3.  4, 
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AAs  XX.  35. 
Prov.  xix.  17. 


WITH  refped;  to  the  poor  amongft  us,  it  ought  to  be  con- 
fidered,  that  the  poor,  both  parents  and  children,  are  of  our  family, 
and  ought  not  to  be  turned  off  to  any  others  for  their  fupport 
or  education;  and  although  fome  may  think  the  poor  a  bur- 
then, yet  be  it  remembered,  when  our  poor  are  well  provided 
for,  and  walk  orderly,  they  are  an  ornament  to  our  fociety ;  and 
the  rich  fhould  confider,  it  is  more  blefled  to  give  than  to  receive, 
and  that  he  who  giveth  to  the  poor,  lendeth  to  the  Lord,  who 
will  repay.     171 8.  P.  E. 


As  mercy,  compaflion,  and  charity  are  eminently  required  In 
this  new-covenant  difpenfation  which  we  are  under;  fo,  refpeding 
the  poor  and  indigent  among  us  (and  to  fee  there  be  no  beggar 
in  our  Ifrael),  it  is  the  advice  of  this  meeting  that  all  poor  friends 
be  taken  due  care  of,  and  none  of  them  fent  to  the  parifh  to  be 
relieved  ;  and  that  nothing  be  wanting  for  their  neceffary  fupply  : 
according  to  our  ancient  practice  and  teftimony.      1720.  P.  E. 


3  Advifed,  that  where  friends  want  ability  in  the  world,  their 

V.  Schools  1. 5.  monthly  and  quarterly  meetings  afTift  them,  that  the  children  of 
the  poor  may  have  due  help  of  education,  infl:ru6tion,  and  ne- 
ceffary learning ;  and  that  the  children  both  of  the  rich  and  the 
poor  may  early  be  provided  with  ufeful  employments,  that  they 


<i>.  Parents, 
&c.  4. 
Trade  13. 
Queries  8, 
jLiv.  HI. 


POOR. 

may  not  grow  up  in  idlenefs,  loofenefs,  and  vice  ;  but  that,  being 
feafoned  with  the  truth,  taught  our  holy  felf-denying  way,  and 
fan6tified  of  God,  they  may  become  a  reputation  to  our  holv 
profeflion,  the  comfort  of  their  honeft  parents,  and  inftrumental 
to  the  glory  of  God,  and  to  the  good  of  the  fucceeding  generations.. 
1709.  P.  E. 

The  families  of  poor  friends  to  be  provided  with  bibles,  and 
friends*  books,  particularly  fuch  as  are  adapted  to  the  inftrudiion 
and  edification  of  their  children,  at  the  difcretion  and  expenfe 
of  monthly  meetings.      1754. — 1801. 

Ar.dvid.   Lib.  to  the  Poor,  f>jfs — Marriage   la,  id  par. — Monthly  Meet.  6,  laji  par.— 
■queries  a,  ^  JH.  3,  J©..  Vlll.—'^tm.  &  Sett.  4.  7,  R,  I.  11,  III.— Tr^dc  11.— WUl8,&c.4. — 

Worn.  Meet.  6,  Art.  I. 
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PREPARATIVE    MEETINGS. 


V.  Records  2. 


V.  Queries  z. 


IT  is  the  judgment  of  this  meeting,  that  the  holding  of 
preparative  meetings,  under  fuitable  regulations,  may  be  of  real 
advantage,  where  monthly  meetings  confift  of  two  or  more  par- 
ticular meetings  ;  and  that  the  proper  bufmefs  of  fuch  meet- 
ings is 

To  inquire  after  births,  burials,  and  removals,  in  order 
to  carry  accounts  thereof  to  the  monthly  meeting : 

To  read  and  confider  the  queries,  as  fettled  by  the  yearly 
meeting,  and  conclude  on  anfwers  to  them,  except  to  the  eleventh, 
twelfth,  fourteenth,  and  fifteenth,  and  the  latter  part  of  the  thir- 
teenth ;  in  writing  if  convenient : 

To  appoint  reprefentatives  to  the  monthly  meeting. 

If  overfeers  or  other  concerned  friends  incline  to  confult  the 
preparative  meeting,  before  they  report  cafes  of  delinquency  to  the 
monthly  meeting,  they  may  do  fo ;  but  the  preparative  meeting 
ihould  not  make  a  record  thereof.     1 794. 


This  meeting  is  of  the  judgment,  that  men  and  women  fhould 
not  be  at  liberty  to  fit  together,  in  tranfading  the  bufinefs  of 
preparative  meetings  ;  except  at  the  difcretion  of  the  quarterly 
meeting,  under  confideration  of  the  fmalnefs  of  the  number  and 
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manifeft  weaknefs.  The  queries  then  to  be  confidered,  to  be  the 
queries  of  the  men's  preparative  meeting,  and  no  anfwers  to  be 
fent  from  thence  to  the  women's  monthly  meeting.      1799. 

Andvld.  Meet,  for  SufF.  13. — Monthly  Meet.  8. — Queries  8. 
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UARTERLY      MEETINGS. 


ALL  minutes  and  written  epiftles  from  the  yearly  meeting 
are  to  be  entered  by  the  quarterly  meetings  in  fair  books, 
and  the  printed  epiftles  properly  kept,  that  all  friends  of  their 
counties  may  have  recourfe  to  them,  as  occafion  (hall  require : 
and  quarterly  meetings  are  defired  to  take  care,  that  the  fame 
attention  be  had  in  their  feveral  monthly  meetings.  1727. — - 
1801. 

When  a  quarterly  meeting  hath  come  to  a  judgment  re- 
fpeding  any  difference,  relative  to  any  monthly  meeting  belong- 
ing to  it,  and  notified  the  fame  in  v^rriting  to  fuch  monthly 
meeting,  the  faid  monthly  meeting  ought  to  fiibmit  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  quarterly  meeting ;  but  if  fuch  monthly  meeting 
fhall  not  be  fatisfied  therewith,  then  the  monthly  meeting  may 
appeal  to  the  yearly  meeting  againft  the  judgment  and  determi- 
nation of  the  quarterly  meeting. 

And  if  a  monthly  meeting  fhall  refufe  to  take  the  advice, 
and  fubmit  to  the  judgment,  of  the  quarterly  meeting,  and  not- 
withftanding  will  not  appeal  againfl  the  determination  of  the 
faid  meeting  to  the  yearly  meeting,  in  fuch  cafe  the  quarterly 
meeting  fhall  be  at  liberty,  either  to  diffolve  fuch  monthly 
meeting,  or  bring  the  affair  before  the  next  or  fucceeding  yearly 
meeting. 
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And  in  cafe  a  quarterly  meeting  fhall  difTolve  a  monthly  meet- 
ing, the  difTolved  monthly  meeting,  or  any  part  thereof  in  the 
name  of  the  faid  meeting,  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  appeal  to  the  next 
or  fucceeding  yearly  meeting  againft  fuch  diflblution  ;  but  if  the 
difTolved  monthly  meeting,  or  a  part  thereof  in  its  behalf,  fhall  not 
appeal  to  the  yearly  meeting,  the  quarterly  meeting  fhall  join  the 
members  of  the  faid  late  monthly  meeting  to  fuch  other  monthly 
meetings  as  it  may  think  moft  convenient ;  and  until  fuch  jundion, 
fhall  take  care  that  no  inconvenience  doth  enfue  to  the  members 
of  fuch  diffolved  meeting,  refpeding  any  branch  of  our  difcipline. 

And  if  any  of  the  monthly  meetings,  to  which  the  quarterly 
meeting  fhall  join  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  late  monthly  meet- 
ing, do  think  themfelves  aggrieved,  they  fhall  be  at  liberty  to 
appeal  againft  the  quarterly  meeting  to  the  yearly  meeting; 
and  until  fuch  appeal  is  heard  and  determined,  the  friends  added 
by  the  quarterly  meeting  to  them,  fhall  be  deemed  their  members. 

1743- 

It  is  agreed  that  where  half-yearly  meetings  are  eftablifhed  in  '5 

the  place  of  quarterly  meetings,  dired:ions  refpeding  the  latter 
are  applicable  to  the  former,  fo  far  as  circumft^nces  will  admit. 
1801. 

And  vld.  Appeals,  pafs. — Arbitr.  4.— Books  8.  9. — Cond.  &  Converf.  6. — Difcipl.  &c.  16. 
fcf  pafs. — Family-Vif.  4. — Meet,  for  Suff.  I.  3.  4.  6.  7.  9.  10.  13. — Min.  &  Eld.  Sec.  14. 
15.  16.  17,  ijl  par.  20.  23.  24.  25.  27,  2rf  par.  1%.  — Monthly  Meet.  I.  13. —  Morn. 
Meet.   a.  —  Nat.    St.   i.  3.  5.   6.    7.— Poor  3.  — Prep.  Meet.  2. —  Queries  2.  4.   6.   7.  8. — 

Records  2.  4.  5. — Rem.  &  Sett.  8.— Schools  2.  3. — Scriptures  6 Suff.  i.  3.  7. — Tithes   10, 

la.  14,  If  par.  ao. — Trade  9,  idpar. — War  4.  6. — Wom.  Meet.  a.  3,— Yearly  Meet.  6.  7.  8. 16. 


[       142       ] 


QUERIES. 


IT  Is  agreed,  that  the  queries  fhall  be  anfwered  at  the  times  and 
in  the  manner  directed ;  and  that  no  others  be  ufed  without 
the  leave  of  this  meeting.     1791.* — 'I796. — 1799. — 1801. 


2  '  Men's   Queries. 

It  is  agreed,  that  the  following  be  the  queries  for  the  men's 

meetings;  and  that  the  firft,  fecond,  third,  fourth,  feventh,  eighth, 

ninth,  tenth,  eleventh,  and  twelfth  be  anfwered  in  writing  to  the 

•.Yearly Meet,    fpriug  quarterly  meetings,and  from  thence  to  this  meeting;  that  the 

o 

firft,  third,  fifth,  fixth,  tenth,  thirteenth,  fourteenth,  and  fifteenth 
be  anfwered  in  writing  to  the  quarterly  meetings  in  autumn  ;  and 
that  the  firft,  third,  tenth,  and  fourteenth  be  anfwered  in  writing 
to  the  quarterly  meetings  in  winter.  And  the  feveral  quarterly 
meetings  are  defired,  without  omitting  the  neceflary  care  at  the 
time  the  anfwers  are  brought  in,  to  employ  alfo  the  fummer 
quarterly  meeting  in  further  attention,  if  neceflary,  to  the  ftate 
of  their  feveral  monthly  meetings,  as  laid  open  in  the  faid 
anfwers. 

It  is  advifed,  when  deficiency  is  acknowledged,  that  it  be  men- 
tioned in  the  anfwer  to  the  query  to  which  fuch  deficiency  re- 

'•  Difcipi.  &c.    lates,  whether  due  admonition  and  care  have  been  extended. 

17. 

*  A  general  revifion  of  the  queries  took  place  in  1791.    A  few  alterations  have  fince  been 
made,  and  one  query  addedt 
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I.  Are  meetings  for  worfliip  and  difclpline  kept  up,  and  do    r.  Meet,  for 
friends  attend  them  duly,  and  at  the  time  appointed  ;  and  do  they      i^ifcipi.  s^c. 
avoid  all  unbecoming  behaviour  therein  ? 

II.  Is  there  among  you  any  growth  in  the  truth ;  and  hath 
any  convincement  appeared  lince  lail  year  ? 

III.  Are  friends  preferved    in    love   towards  each   other;  if  c-. Love&unuy, 
differences  arife,  is  due  care  taken  fpeedily  to  end  them  ;  and  A'i4';tr.2.4.j. 
are  friends   careful  to    avoid   and   difcourasre   tale-bearino;   and  r>eir./^//. 
detraction  ?  ^i'^-"-  v^i^- 

IV.  Do  friends  endeavour  by  example  and  precept  to  train  up  *.  Parents,  &c. 
their  children,  fervants,  and  thofe  under  their  care,  in  a  relisrious  "  Mai'iers,&c. 
life  and   converfation,  confiftent  with  our  Chrillian  profefTion,  schoohs- 

^  Scriptures, 

in  the  frequent  reading  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  in  plainnefs  g^.- 

of  fpeech,  behaviour,  and  apparel  ?  /"A 

V.  Are  friends  juft  in  their  dealings,  and  pundual  in  fulfilling  -v.  Trade,/.v>. 
their  engagements ;  and  are  they  annually  advifed  carefully  to  *.  Trade  t.%. 
infpe6:  the  ftate  of  their  affairs  once  in  the  year  ? 

VI.  Are  friends  careful  to  avoid  all  vain  fports  and  places  of   -o.  Cond.  & 
diverfion,  gaming,  all  unnecenary  frequenting  of  taverns    and       3-  6. 7-  x.i. 

.  Parents,  &e. 

other   public-houies,   excefs  in   drinking,   and   other   intempe-       ^p-  '4. 
ranee?  piain- 

nefs  9. — Ko.  8,  Adv.  VII. — Gaming. — Mod.  &  Temp./-^. 

VII.  Do  friends  bear  a  faithful  and  Chriftian  teftimony  againft    *. Tithes, /^/x. 
receiving  and  paying  tithes,  priefts'   demands,  and  thofe  called 
church-rates  ? 

VIII.  Are  friends  faithful  in  our  teftimony  againft  bearing    ^  Miiitiax.  a. 
arms,  and  being  in  any  manner  concerned  in  the  militia,  in  pri- 
vateers, letters  of  marque,  or  armed  veffels,  or  dealing  in  prize- 
goods  ? 

IX.  Are  friends   clear  of  defrauding  the  king  of  his  cuftoms,    ^.  civ.oor 
duties,  and  excife,  and  of  ufing  or  dealing  in  goods  fufpeded 

to  be  run  ? 
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V.  VooT,  paft. 
Schooit  1.5, 


*.  Snff.  3, 
lafi  fur. 


•■J.  Marriage 
11.  IS.  16. 


*.  Monthly 
Mc-et.  2.  3, 
2d  par.  5. 

"».  Rem.  &  Sett. 

pafu 
<».  Monthly 
Meet.  6. 


<i».  Tithes  9, 
if  far. 
JO.  13.14, 
I/Zar.  19, 
\Ji  par.  ai. 
Suff.  3.  7. 
Records 
a.  4-  5.  6. 
Wills,  &c.  4. 

AnJvid.  No.  4. 


X.  Are  the  neceffities  of  the  poor  among  you  properly  In- 
fped:ed  and  rejieved ;  and  is  good  care  taken  of  the  education  of 
their  offspring  t 

XI.  Have  any  meetings  been  fettled,  difcontinued,  or  united 
fmce  Lift  year  ? 

XII.  Are  there  any  friends  prifoners  for  our  teftimonies ;  and 
If  any  one  hath  died  a  prifoner,  or  been  difcharged,  fmce  laft  year, 
when  and  how  ? 

XIII.  Is  early  care  taken  to  admonifh  fuch  as  appear  iftcllnable 
to  marry  in  a  manner  contrary  to  the  rules  of  our  fociety ;  and 
to  deal  with  fuch  as  perfift  in  refufmg  to  take  counfel  ? 

XIV".  Have  you  two  or  more  faithful  friends,  appointed  by 
the  monthly  meeting,  as  overfeers  in  each  particular  meeting ; 
are  the  rules  refpeding  removals  duly  obferved  ;  and  is  due 
care  taken,  when  any  thing  appears  amifs,  that  the  rules  of  our 
difcipline  be  timely  and  impartially  put  in  prad-ice  ? 

XV.  Do  you  keep  a  record  of  the  profecutions  and  fufferings 
of  your  members ;  is  due  care  taken  to  regifter  all  marriages, 
births,  and  burials ;  are  the  titles  of  your  meeting-houfes,  burial- 
grounds,  &c.  duly  preferved  and  recorded ;  and  are  all  legacies 
and  donations  properly  fecured  and  recorded,  and  duly  applied  t 


Women's  Queries, 


It  is  agreed,  that  the  following  be  the  queries  for  the  women's 
meetings ;  and  that  thefe  queries  be  anfwered  in  writing  to  the 
women's  quarterly  meetings  in  the  fpring,  and  from  thence  to 
Worn.  Meet,  their  yearly  meeting  ;  alfo  that  the  firft,  fecond,  eighth,  and  ninth 
be  anfwered  in  writing  to  the  quarterly  meetings  in  autumn  and 
winter.  And  the  feveral  quarterly  meetings  are  defired,  without 
omitting  the  neceflary  care  at  the  time  the  anfwers  are  brought 
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in,  to  employ  alfo  the  fummer  quarterly  meeting  in  further  at- 
tention, if  neceflary,  to  the  ftate  of  their  feveral  monthly  meet- 
ings,  as  laid  open  in  the  faid  anfwers. 

It  is  advifed,  when  deficiency  is  acknowledged,  that  it  be 
mentioned  in  the  anfwer  to  the  query  to  which  fuch  deficiency 
relates,  whether  due  admonition  and  care  have  been  extended.      ,..  Dirdpi.  &c. 

17- 

I.   Do  friends  attend  meetings  for  w^oriliip  and  difcipline  duly,  ^.  Meet,  for 

and  at  the  time  appointed;  and  do  they  avoid  all  unbecoming  D,fcipi.£' 
behaviour  therein  ? 

\     11.  Are  friends  preferved  in  love  towards  each  other;  and  are  -v. lovc&: 

/they  careful  to  avoid  and  difcourage  tale-bearing  and  detraction  ?  Defam.& 

Dttr.pafs.—NQ.^fAdv.VJII. 

III.  Do  friends  endeavour  by  example  and  precept  to  train  «-.  Parcnts,&c. 
up  their  children,  fervants,  and  thofe  under  their  care,  in  a  reli-  Mailers,  &c. 
gious  life  and  converfation,   coniiftent  with  our  Chriilian  pro-      schools  3. 

■^  Scriptures, 

feffion,  in  the  frequent  readine;  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  in      ff'.     . 

^  *-'  ■'•'■'.  Plainnefs, 

plainnefs  of  fpeech,  behaviour,  and  apparel  ?  f^f'- 

IV.  Do  friends  bear  a  faithful  and  Chriftian  teflimony  againft  v.  Tithej,^<TA 
receiving  and  paying  tithes,  priefts'  demands,  and  thofe  called 
church-rates  ?  ^ 

V.  Are  friends  careful  to  avoid  all  vain  fports  and  places  of  w. Parents,  &c. 
diverfion,  gaming,  excefs  in  drinking,  and  other  intemperance?         Youth  1.4. 

Plainnefs  9. — No.  8,  Adv.  VII. — Cond.  &  Converf.  6.  7. — Mod.  &  Temp.  I.  a. 

VI.  Are  friends  juft  in  their  dealings,  and  punctual  in  ful-  *.  Trade, /<7/}. 
filling  their  engagements  ? 

VII.  Is  early  care  taken  to  admonlfh  fuch  as  appear  inclinable    *.  Marriagfj 
to  marry  in  a  manner  contrary  to  the  rules  of  our  fociety-;  and 

to  report  fuch  as  perfift  in  refufinor  to  take  counfel  to  the  men's    v  wom.Meet. 

...  °  6,  Art.  VII. 

meeting  m  due  time  r 

VIII.  Are  the   neceflities   of  the  poor  among  you  properly    -v.  voor, pa/s. 
infpeded  and  relieved  ;  and  is  good  care  taken  of  the  education      wom.Mect, 
of  their  offspring  ? 

T 
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IX.  Have  you  two  or  more  faithful  friends,  appointed  by  the 
v.wom.Meet.  Hionthly  meeting,  as  overfeers  in  each  particular  meeting;  and  is 
^/.wom.Me'et.    the  part  of  the  difcipline  committed  to  your  care,  timely  and  im- 


6. 

Andvid.No.^. 


partially  exercifed  \ 


Query  to  Quarterly  Meetings  only. 

This  meeting  is  of  the  judgment,  that  further  attention  on  the 
part  of  quarterly  meetings  to  infpedt  and  to  aflift  their  refpedive 
monthly  meetings,  when  deficiencies  are  known  to  exift,  would 
be  highly  conducive  to  the  revival  of  our  Chriftian  difcipline  ; 
and  therefore  direds  the  feveral  quarterly  meetings  of  men  and 
women  friends,  that  the  following  query  be  read  every  quarter, 
and  an  anfwer  fent  from  the  fpring  quarterly  meeting  to  the 
yearly  meeting : 

Are  you  careful  to  give  to  your  monthly  meetings  fuch  affiftance, 
as  your  place  in  the  body  and  their  ftate  require  ? 


J  Queries  for  Meetings  of  Minifters  and  Elders. 

It  is  agreed,  that  the  following  be  the  queries  for  the  meetings 
*.  Min.  &  Eld.    of  minifters  and  elders  ;  and  that  thefe  be  anfwered  in  writing  to 
Yearly  thc  quartcrfy  meetings  of  minifters  and  elders  in  the  fpring  and  in 

autumn,  and  from  the  former  to  the  yearly  meeting  of  minifters 
and  elders ;  alfo  that  the  fecond  and  fourth  be  anfwered  in 
like  manner  to  the  other  two  quarterly  meetings,  and  that  the 
reft  be  then  re  ado- 


Meet,  i. 
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I.  Do  any  friends  travel,  from  or  among  you,  in  the  work  of    .;,.  Mjn.  &  Eid. 
the  miniftry,  without  certificates  from  the  monthly  meetings  to      far.  tj.  jo. 
which  they  belong,  or  againft  their  advice  ? 

II.  Are  minifters  and  elders  diligent  in  attending  their  meet-  ^.Min.&Eid. 
ings  for  worfhip  and  difcipline;  and  in  bringing  their  families  ^  "^' 
with  them  ? 

III.  Do  any  overcharge  themfelves  with  bufmefs,  to  the  hin-  t*.  Min.&Eid. 
derance  of  their  fervice  ?  ^ar.  %s. 

IV.  Are  they  preferved  in  love  and  unity  one  with  another, 
harmonioufly  labouring  for  the  advancement  of  truth,  and  the 
fpreading  thereof  ? 

V.  Are  they  careful  to  rule  their  own  houfes  well,  and  to 
bring  up  their  families  in  plainnefs  of  fpeech,  behaviour,  and 
apparel,  and  in  other  refpedts  confiftently  with  our  Chriftian 
profeflion  ;  alfo  to  be  good  examples  therein  themfelves  ? 

VI.  Is  care  taken  tenderly  to  admonifh  fuch  as  appear  incon-  v.  Min.&Hid. 
fiftent,  in  miniftry  or  condud:  ?  far.  j,  n. 

VII.  Are  the  advices  of  the  yearly  meeting  to  minifters  and 
elders,*   read   at   leaft  once  every  year,  in  your  monthly  and    ^n*.x). 
quarterly  meetings  ? 


It  is  defired  that.  In  thofe  queries  which  confiil  of  feveral  6 

particulars,    the    anfwers,    if   there    be    any    deficiency,    may  ''•  ^I'^'pi"^^"' 
fliew  in  what  particular  it  confifts :   alfo  that  the  Vv^ords  of  tlie 

queries  be  kept   to ;    except  with  regard  to  the  eleventh  and  -,,  ko.  z.    ' 
twelfth,  which  may  be  anfwered  in  the  moft  concife  manner.  "^ 

1798.  W.  E. — -1792. 

T  2 


l,tajip, 
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7  This  meeting  feels  a  lively  concern  to  remind  the  feveral 

quarterly  and  monthly  meetings,  that  the  intention  of  diredting 
fundry  queries  to  be  anfwered,  relative  to  the  conduct  of  indi- 
viduals in  the  feveral  branches  of  our  Chriftian  teftimony,  is  not 
only  to  be  informed  of  the  ftate  thereof;  but  alfo  to  imprefs  on- 
their  minds  a  profitable  examination  of  themfelves, — how  far  they 
a£t  confiftently  with  their  religious  profeffion  ;  and  alfo  to  ftir  up 
elders,  overfeers,  and  other  concerned  friends,  to  difcharge  their 
duty  faithfully  in  adminiftering  early  counfel  and  admonition 
when  neceffary,  and,  where  private  labour  may  prove  ineffedual. 
Prep.  Meet,  to  rcport  iu  duc  time  to  the  monthly  meeting,  according  as  the 
nature  of  the  cafe  may  require.  We  alfo  recommend,  that  the 
anfwers  be  drawn  up  in  the  refpedive  meetings,  under  a  weighty 
confideration  of  the  ftate  thereof.     1787. 


8  General  Advices. 

It  Is  agreed,  that  the  following  advices  be  read  at  leaft  once  ia 
a  year,  in  the  men's  and  women's  quarterly  and  monthly  meet- 
ings, and  in  preparative  meetings. 

Friends  are  advifed 
*.  piainnefsa.        I.  To  obfcrvc  duc  modcratiou  in  the  furniture  of  their  houfes;. 
Poor's.'  *"      and  to  avoid  fuperfluity  in  their  manner  of  living : 

Cond.  and     Converf.  7. — Trade  3. 

».  Trade  13.  n.  To  attend  to  the  limitations  of  truth  in  their  trade,  and 

other  outward  concerns: 

».Parents,&c.  III.  To  be  carcful  to  place  out  children,  of  all  degrees,  a- 
^*  mongft  thofe  friends  whofe  care  and  example  will  be  moft  likely  to 

conduce  to  their  fafety ;  to  prefer  fuch  fervants  and  apprentices 
as  are  members  of  our  fociety ;  and  not  to  demand  exorbitant  ap- 
prentice-fees :  left  they  fruftrate  the  care  of  friends  in  thefe  refpeds : 
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IV.  To  endeavour  to  make  way  for  their  fervants  to  attend 
meetings,  and  to  encourage  them  therein  : 

V.  To  guard  carefully  againfl:  the  introduction  of  pernicious 
books  into  their  families: 


v.  MafterSj&c. 
2.  4- 


.  Books  2. 3. 
Parents,  &c. 
13    14   15. 
Script,  a.  s.\ 

VI.  To  make  their  wills,  and  fettle  their  outward  affairs,  in    .^.  wiih,  &c. 
tim.e  of  health:  '**"^' 

VII.  To  refrain  from  being  concerned  in  lotteries :  which    ^^.  a'^,.  a, 
this  meeting  confiders  as  a  fpecies  of  gaming.  f  ^.  r. 

VIII.  Finally,  it  is  recommended  that  all  friends  watch  over    -k.  Difdpi.  &c. 
one  another  for  good ;  that  when  occafions   of  uneafinefs  firft       11.  i/"'^" 
appear  in  any,  they  may  be  treated  with  in  privacy  and  tender-    ^.  Defam.  & 
nefs,  before  the  matter  be  communicated  to  another.     Thus  the 
hands  of  thofe  concerned  in  the  further  exercife  of  the  difcipline, 
will  not  be  weakened  by  a  confcioufnefs  of  their  having  them- 
felves  departed  from  the  tnie  order  of  the  gofpel.     And  friends 
every  where  are  advifed  to  endeavour  to  maintain  "  the  unity  of   Eph. 
*'  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace."     1791. — 1801. 


De;r.  3. 


Advices  to  Minifters  and  Elders.. 


*.  No.  5, 
iP,  FIT. 


I.  Let  all  be  cautious  of  ufmg  unneceflary  preambles,  and  of 
laying  too  great  ftrefs  on  their  teftimony,  by  too  pofitively  af- 
ferting  a  divine  motion ;  the  baptizing  power  of  truth  accom^ 
panying  the  words,  being  the  true  evidence. 

II.  Let  all  be  careful  not  to  mifquote  or  mifapply  the  Holy    «.  Min.&Eid. 
Scriptures  ;  and  be  frequent  in  reading  them.  '^'  ^' 

III.  Let  minifters  be  careful  how  they  enter  upon  difputed 
points  in  their  teftimony  ;  or  make  fuch  objections  as  they  do 
not  clearly  anfwer  ;  or  give  repeated  expectations  of  coming  to 
a  conclufion. 
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IV.  Let  all  be  cautious  of  hurting  meetings  by  unneceflary 
additions  towards  the  conclufion,  when  the  meeting  was  left  well 
before. 

V.  Let  all  avoid  unbecoming  tones,  founds,  geftures,  and  all 
affectation ;  which  are  not  agreeable  to  Chriftian  gravity. 

VI.  Men  and  women  are  cautioned  againft  travelling  as  com- 
panions in  the  work  of  the  miniftry:  to  avoid  all  occafions  of 
oifence. 

VIL  Let  miniftering  friends  be  careful  not  to  hurt  each  other's 
fervice  in  meetings  j  but  let  every  one  have  a  tender  regard  for 
others.  Let  nothing  be  offered  with  a  view  to  popularity.;  but, 
in  humility,  and  the  fear  of  the  Lord. 

VIIL  Let  none  run,  in  their  own  wills,  to  dlfturb  or  interrupt 
any  people  in  their  worfhip ;  or  prefume  to  prophefy,  in  their 
own  fpirits,  againft  any  nation,  town,  city,  people,  or  perfon. 

IX.  Let  minifters,  when  they  travel  in  the  fervice  of  truth, 
be  careful  not  to  make  their  vifits  burthenfome,  or  the  gofpel 
chargeable. 

X.  Let  all  beware  of  too  much  familiarity:  which,  biaffing  the 
judgment,  and  producing  an  undue  attachment,  tends  to  hurt. 

^.Min.&E!d.         XL  Let  minifters  and  elders  be  careful  to  keep  their  whole 
conv.'per-     Gouvcrfatlon  unfpotted,  beiag  examples  of  meeknefs,  temperance, 

fons  3,  i/i  .  ,      ,        . 

i<ir.  patience,  and  charity. 

XIL  And  laftly,  as  prayer  and  thankfgiving  are  an  efpecial 
part  of  worfhip,  they  muft  be  performed  in  fpirit  and  in  truth, 
with  a  right  underftanding  feafoned  with  grace.  Therefore  let 
minifters  be  careful  hdw  and  what  they  offer  in  prayer,  avoiding 
many  words  and  repetitions ;  and  let  all  be  cautious  of  too  often 
.xej>eating  the  high  and  holy  name  of  God,  or  his  attributes,  by 
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a  long  conclufion:  neither  let  prayer  be  in  a  formal  and  cuflo-    ,.Min.&Eid. 
mary  way,  to  conclude  a  meeting ;  nor  without  an  awful  fenfe        ^'  ^• 
of  divine  influence.     1775. — 1792.- 


Afd  vid.  Prep.  Meet.  i.  a.— Worn,  Meet.  4.  5, 


[     >5»    ] 
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ADVISED,  that  all  and  every  of  your  meeting-houfes,  and 
manfion-houfes,  where  meetings  are  or  may  be  held,  be  entered 
upon  record,  as  the  law  diredts  (^vid.  i  W.  &  M.  Cap.  i8.  fed:. 
19.):  having  feen  both  the  fervice  and  fafety  thereof,  and  the 
hurt  and  danger  that  may  come  by  the  omifTion.      1691.  P.  E. 


The  method  to  be  obferved  in  recording  Marriages, 
Births,  and  Burials. 

Marriages. 

That  in  every  monthly  meeting,  one  or  two  proper  perfon  or 
perfons  be  appointed  to  regifter  marriages. 

That  two  regifters  of  all  marriages,  agreeable  to  the  following 
«.  Marriage  form,  be  figncd  at  a  convenient  time  on  the  day  of  marriage, 
by  the  parties  themfelves  and  by  three  witnefles  (the  latter 
to  add  their  places  of  abode  and  occupation) ;  and  be  carefully 
delivered  to  the  next  monthly  meeting ;  one  of  them  to  be  pre- 
ferved  in  a  proper  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpofe,  and  the 
other  to  be  carried  to  the  quarterly  meeting,  to  be  fixed  into  a 
proper  book  and  indexed. 


8,  Ji.  VI. 
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Form  of  Marriage-Regijlers. 


On  the 

eight  hundred  and 


day  of  the  month ^  one  thou/and 

,  A.  B.   o/* 

,  fon  ofD.B,  of 
in  the  of  ,  yeoman,  and 

E.  his  wifc^  andT>,  E.  daughter  of  M.  E.   of 

in  the  of  ,   draper,   and  M.   his 

wife^   took   each   other  in  marriage^  in  a  public  affemhly  of  the 
people  called  ^takers ^  in  [or  at~\  ; 

in  the  prefence  ofusy 


C.F.  of 
G.  H.  of 
J.  L.  of 


,  farmer 
,  grocer 
,  mafon 


This  marriage  was  folem- 
nized  between  us, 

A.B. 
D.  E. 


F^r  Form 
cf  Marriage- 
Certijicatrf 

-vid.  Mar- 
riage 8. 


Births  and  Burials. 

That  in  every  particular  or  monthly  meeting,  one  or  two 
proper  perfon  or  perfons  be  appointed  to  give  out  birth-notes  and 
burial-notes ;  alfo  to  keep  an  account  to  whom  fuch  notes  are 
delivered,  and  make  report  to  the  next  monthly  meeting.    , 

The  following  are  forms  of  the  faid  notes. 
Form  of  Birth-Notes. 

[Two  of  which  are  to  be  properly  filled  up,  inferting  the  father's  occupation 
or  other  ufual  addition,  and  figned.] 

On  the  day  of  the  month ,  one  thoufand  ^,^0.^. 

eight  hundred  and  ,  was  [or  were'\  born  at  [or  in'\ 

*  Here,  as  alfo  in  the  marriage-certificate,  the  occupation  or  other  ufual  addition,  as  well  as  the 
refidencc,  of  the  man,  feould  be  fet  forth. 


u 
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in  the  paj'iflo  of  in  the  of 

,  unto  h,^.  of  ,  draper, 

and  C.  his  wifef  >  who  was  [or  were] 

named  \ 

We,  who  were prefent  at  thefaidhirth^  havefuhfcrihed  our  names 
as  witnejjes  thereof, 

v.iafipav.of  If  the  child  have  not  a  right  to  memberfhip  by  birth,  it  muft 

be  fo  noted  in  the  birth-notes  and  regifter. 

Form  of  the  Burial-Note, 

[To  be  properly  filled  up,  inferting  the  condition  of  the  deceafed  ;  as,  the  man's 
occupation  or  ufual  addition  :  alfo,  nv'ife  of — widow  of— Jon  of-— daughter  of — 
as  circumftances  may  require.] 

•  2o  C.  D.  Grave-maker. 

The  day  of  the  month ^  1 8 

Make  a  grave  on  or  before  next  day,   infrietids"*  burial- 

ground^  at  or  near  ,  and  therein  lay  the  body  of  A.  B. 

of  in  the  of  ,  draper, 

aged  about  ,  who  died  the  day 

«.  No.  3.  of  the  month,  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 

[To  be  here  figned  by  the  friend  appointed  to  give  out  burial-notes.] 

l^he  body  above-mentioned  was  buried  the  day  of 

the  monthy  18 

Witncfs  C.  D.   Grave-maker. 

This  note  to  be  delivered  ly  the  grave-maker,  as  foon  as  may  he,  to  the  perfon   who  Jtgned 
it,  or  to  the  proper  meeting,  for  the  purpofe  of  making  the  regijler. 

*  Here  to  be  Inferted,  afon — a  daughter — ttvofans,  &c.  as  the  cafe  may  be. 
\  If  more  than  one  child  at  a  birth,  the  name  of  the  eldeft  Ihould  be  placed  firft. 
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When  perfons,  not  members   of  the    foclety,  are  permitted    v.  Meet  for 
to  be  buried  in  friends*  burial-grounds,  it  is  to  be  noted  in  the 
burial-notes  and  regifter. 

It  is  agreed,  that  the  record  of  births  and  burials  be  made 
agreeably  to  the  following  plans  ;  and  they  are  to  be  recorded  by 
the  friend  appointed  as  regifter,  from  the  birth-notes  and  burial- 
notes,  after  they  have  pafled  the  monthly  meeting. 

No  miftake  that  happens  to  be  made  in  a  record  or  regifter  Is 
to  be  erafed,  but  to  be  corrected  by  drawing  a  line  through  the 
fame,  fo  as  to  leave  it  legible  ;  and  what  fhould  have  been  written 
is  to  be  inferted  near  it,  and  authenticated  by  the  regifter's  figning 
the  initials  of  his  name  thereto. 

Forms  of  the  Monthly  Meeting  Regijiers  of  Births 

and  Burials, 


Births. 


When  Born. 

Where  Born. 

Name. 

Son,  or 
Daughter. 

1  Names  of  Parents. 

1 

Refiience. 

Defcriptton  of  the 

Father. 

When  Died. 

N^»:i. 

Burials, 

Age.           Rejidenee.                  Defcriptton, 

When  Buried,         Where  Buried, 

Lines  are  to  be  printed  to  feparate  each  entry  in  the  regifters, 
and  fo  as  to  allow  fufficient  fpace  for  making  the  entries  in  two 
lines,  where  neceflary. 

Birth-notes  and  burial-notes  are  to  be  taken  to  the  monthly 
meeting,  there  read  (and  the  birth-notes  compared*),  and  then 
delivered  to  the  regifter;  who,  after  making  regifters  therefrom, 

u  2 


v.  next  par. 
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V.  Prep.  Meet. 


V.  P.  IJ4. 


V.  Monthly 
Meet.  II. 


IS  to  forward  them  to  the  quarterly  meeting,  at  lea  ft  once  withhi 
the  year,  where  they  are  to  be  fixed  into  a  proper  book  and 
indexed. 

The  duplicate  birth-note  is  to  be  carefully  returned  from  the 
monthly  meeting  to  the  parents,  after  being  examined. 

Burials  are  to  be  reglftered  in  the  monthly  meeting  in  which  the 
burial-ground  is  fituated  ;  and  if  the  deceafed  were  not  a  member 
of  fuch  monthly  meeting,  the  burial-note  is  to  be  afterwards  for- 
warded to  the  monthly  meeting  to  which  fuch  deceafed  perfon 
did  belong ;  to  be  there  alfo  reglftered,  and  fent  from  that  meet- 
ing only  to  the  quarterly  meeting.  But  feeing  every  monthly 
meeting  in  the  quarterly  meeting  of  London  and  Middlefex  hath 
not  a  burial-ground  of  its  own,  it  fhall  fuffice  that  burials  in  that 
quarterly  m.eetlng  be  reglftered  in  the  monthly  meeting  to  which 
the  deceafed  did  belong,  and  the  burial-notes  taken  thence  to  the 
quarterly  meeting. 

Particular  meetings  are  at  liberty  to  keep  regifters  of  births 
and  burials,  provided  care  be  taken  to  fend  the  birth-notes  and 
burial-notes  to  the  monthly  meetings  to  which  the  particular 
meetings  belong. 

Children  born  of  parents  who  have  been  difowned,  ought  to 
be  reglftered,  upon  application  made  -  for  that  purpofe ;  and  in 
making  fuch  regifters  it  fhould  be  noted,  that  thofe  children 
were  born  of  parents  out  of  unity  with  us :  and  it  ihall  in  no 
wife  be  efteemed  a  title  to  memberfhip.  1767. — 1774* — '794» 
— 1801. 


3  In  future  the  addition  of  the  common  names  of  the  months  is 

r.Days&Times   jq  ^g  Omitted  In  all  our  marriage-certificates,  birth-notes,  and 
burial-notes.     1 794. 


RECORDS.  1^7 

Qiiarterly  and  monthly  meetings  are  advlfed  to  be  particularly  4 

careful,  that  all  prefent  and  future  title-deeds  and  writings  re-  ""•  ^''  ^^ 
lating  to  any  meeting-houfes,  burial-grounds,  and  premifes, 
which  have  been  or  may  be  purchafed  or  given  for  the  ufe  of 
any  part  of  the  fociety,  be  depofited  in  a  place  of  fecurity,  under 
the  care  of  one  or  more  friends  appointed  by  the  quarterly  or 
monthly  meeting  to  which  fuch  premifes  belong. 

It  will  be  an  additional  fecurity  to  keep  attefted  copies  of  all 
writings  relating  to  eftates,  as  fuch  attefted  copies  may  be  valid 
in  cafe  of  the  deftrudlion  of  the  originals. 

That  all  donations  and  legacies  for  the  ufe  of  the  fociety  be  •«.  Trade  u. 
carefully  entered  in  a  proper  book  by  that  meeting  of  record, 
for  the  benefit  of  whofe  members  they  are  principally  defigned : 
in  order  whereunto,  attefted  copies  of  the  wills,  claufes  of  the 
wills,  or  deeds  of  gift,  fhould  be  procured,  together  with  the 
particulars  whereof  fuch  legacies  or  donations  may  confift. 

That  whenever  the  number  of  truftees  for  any  landed  or 
perfonal  property  as  aforefaid,  remaining  members  of  our  fociety, 
be  reduced,  by  death  or  otherwife,  to  two  at  leaft,  care  be  taken 
by  the  monthly  or  quarterly  meetings  that  additional  or  other 
truftees  be  fpeedily  appointed  (material  injury  having  been  ex- 
perienced by  delay  in  this  reiped:) ;  and  that  the  truft-premifes 
be  legally  vefted,  by  proper  deeds,  in  fuch  truftees,  and  the 
trufts  thereof  declared.  Attefted  copies  are  to  be  kept  by  quar- 
terly meetings  of  all  deeds  of  truft  which  are  depofited  in  the 
monthly  meetings. 

That  the  monthly  meetings  do  enter  in  a  proper  book  a  correct 
account  of  the  nature  of  the  trufts,  with  the  names  of  the  truftees, 
of  fuch  real  and  perfonal  proptuy  as  they  may  be  entitled  to,  or 
intrufted  with,  as  aforefaid,  together  with  a  fchedule  of  the 
writings  relating  thereto,  and  furnilh  the  quarterly  meeting  with 
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a  copy  thereof;  and  that  the  quarterly  meeting  {hall  thereupon 
enter  fuch  account  and  fchedule  in  a  proper  book,  with  an  index  : 
which  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  trufts  of  fuch  property,  fhall  be 
annually  examined  by,  or  on  the  behalf  of,  the  quarterly  meeting. 
That  the  fame  method  be  purfued  in  copying  and  depofiting 
the  deeds  and  writings  relating  to  donations  and  legacies,  as  be- 
fore direded  refpedling  title-deeds ;  and  that  all  title-deeds  and 
writings  be  preferved  free  from  damp,  and  depofited  as  fecurely 
as  may  be  from  danger  by  lire.      1794» 

5  This  meeting  agrees  that  fo  much  of  the  diredions  of  1794,* 
'  ^^''-  ■*•           refpeding  the  recording  of  title-deeds  and  deeds  of  truft,   as  en- 
joins the  procuring  of  attefted  copies,  may  in  future  be  difpenfed 
with  :  but  the  feveral  quarterly  and  monthly  meetings  are  defired 
to  pay  ftri£t  attention  to  the  remaining  diredions.      1798. 

6  This  meeting  having  had  the  advice  of  counfel  refpeding  the 
moft  eligible  mode  for  friends  poiTeffed  of  property  in  truft  for 
their  particular  meetings,  &c.  to  declare  the  trufts  thereof,  is  of 
the  opinion,  that  in  the  deeds  or  declarations  of  truft  to  be  exe- 
cuted by  truftees  agreeably  to  the  direction  of  this  meeting, 
fuch  truftees  ftiould  feverally  covenant,  declare,  and  agree,  to  and 
w4th  three  or  more  other  friends  (by  name)  and  to  and  with  all 
and  every  other  the  then  prefent  and  future  members  of  the 
meeting  for  the  time  being,  their  refpedive  heirs,  executors,  ad- 
miniftrators,  and  afligns,  and  every  of  them,  that  the  premifes 
conveyed  to  them,  were  fo  conveyed  upon  truft  for  fuch  ufes,  &c. 
as  the  faid  meeting  fliould  by  minute  on  its  books  dired  or 
appoint ;  and  that,  on  being  required  by  the  meeting  by  minute, 
they  will  convey  and  aftign  the  truft-property  to  fuch  perfons, 
and  upon  fuch  trufts,  as  they  fhall  by  minute  be  direded. 
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It  is  clear  that  fuch  deeds  mufl:  have  the  proper  ftamps,  to 
render  them  in  any  degree  effedtual.      1800. 

AndviJ.  Difcipl,  &c.  X,  ai/'tfr.— Queries  2,  <9.  XF, 


[   '6»  3 


REMOVALS  and  SETTLEMENTS. 


1  ALL  friends,  either  fmgle,  or  with  families,  removing  from 
one  monthly  meeting  to  another,  in  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  and 
the  colonies  in  America,  are  to  have  certificates,  or  other  ufual 
recommendation,  from  the   monthly  meeting  to  which  they  be- 

-v.  Ko.  3.  long,   of  their  fober    and    orderly  converfation ;    and  if  fingle 

perfons,  to  fignify   alfo  their  clearnefs  refpedling  marriage  en- 

-j.  T^o.  7,  eagements :  and  if  minifters,  to  mention  their  unity  with  their 

mniinry.      1694. 

2  It  is  defired,  in  order  to  afcertain  the  fettlement  of  perfons  re- 
moving from  one  monthly  meeting  to  another,  that  the  monthly 
meeting  to  which  a  certificate  is  fent,  acknowledge  the  receipt 
thereof  to  the  monthly  meeting  granting  it  j  and  in  order  that 
the  fame  may  be  regularly  done,  the  following  fhort  form  is 
recommended:      1801. 

^0  Monthly  Meeting. 

We  hereby  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  certificate,  dated 
,  on  behalf  of  ;  which  has  been 

this  day  delivered  to  us. 

Signed  in  and  on  behalf  of  Monthly  Meet- 

ing ^  held  at  ,  the  day  of  month,  1 8 

A.  B.  ClerL 


REMOVALS     and     SETTLEMENTS.  i6i 

It   is   the  judgment    of   this    meeting,    that  it  will   not  be  3 

expedient  or  fafe  to  omit,  in  certificates,  all  notice  of  the 
condud:  of  friends  who  remove  ;  neverthelefs,  as  it  alfo  feems 
improper  to  confine  monthly  meetings,  in  every  cafe,  to  the  ufe 
of  the  precife  terms, /o5er  and  orderly,  this  meeting  direcSts,  *.  av<. 
that  they  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  ufe  fuch  other  terms  in  defcribing 
the  condud;  and  converfation  of  their  members,  as  circum- 
ftances  may  require,  and  truth  didate :  avoiding  in  all  cafes  fuch 
expofure  of  paft  errors,  as  is  inconfiftent  with  true  gofpel  order, 
1790. 

This  meeting  is  of  the  judgment,  that  it  is  improper  to  omit,  4^ 

in  certificates  of  removal,  all  notice  of  the  circumftances  re- 
fpeding  property  of  friends  who  remove  ;  but  monthly  meetings 
are  at  liberty  to  ufe  fuch  terms  as  may  bed  anfwer  the  purpofe, 
without  being  confined  to  any  precife  mode  of  expreflion.  1 796. 
And  where  perfons  to  be  recommended  will  not  be  entitled  to  i>.  m.  7,  r.  i, 
relief  (if  neceflaryj  from  the  meeting  into  which  they  re- 
move, fome  information  of  it  is  to  be  given  by  the  meeting  re- 
commending ;  either  by  a  defcription  of  the  cafe,  or  by  fimply 
referring  to  the  fecond  or  third  paragraph  (as  may  be  requifite) 
of  the  firft  rule  for  removals  and  fettlements.      180 1 . 

It  is  agreed,   that  a  certificate  of  removal,  figned  by  the  clerk  ^. 

as  fuch,  and  by  three  other  friends  of  the  monthly  meeting  from 
which  the  party  removes,  fhall  be  deemed  duly  authenticated ; 
and  when  it  refpeds  a  female,  that  the  fignature  of  the  clerk  of  v.wom.Meet, 
the  women's  meeting,,  in  and  on  behalf  of  the  fame,  be  added ; 
but  that  certificates  on  behalf  of  perfons  removing  to  foreiga    ^  j^.^  ^  ^j^ 
parts  be  figned  by  the  meeting  at  large.     I79i»  ^^'  ■^°* 

X 


i62  REMOVALS     and     SETTLEMENTS. 

6  We  recommend  to  all  monthly  meetings,  that  on  receiving 

''■6lTr/!/7.'  certificates,  a  few  friends  be  appointed  to  vifit  the  perfons  re- 
moved. This  will  furnifh  occafion  for  encom'aging  the  appear- 
ances of  good,  exhorting  againft  thofe  of  a  contrary  tendency, 
and  may  be  the  introduction  of  an  acquaintance  fruitful  of  future 
.advantage.      1790*  ^V.  E. 


7  Rules  for  Removals  and  Settlements  of  Friends. 

L  That  if  any  friend  fhall  remove  from  the  limits  or  compafs 
of  one  monthly  meeting  into  another,  he  fhall  apply  to  the 
meeting  to  which  he  belongs  for  a  certificate,  or  other  ufual  re- 
commendation, to  the  meeting  into  which  he  is  removed,  or 
purpofes  to  remove ;  which  being  obtained,  and  delivered  to 
rj.  x.  II.  that  meeting,  he  fliall  thenceforward  be  deemed  a  member  of  the 

meeting  he  fo  removes  into.  Regard  fliall,  however,  be  had  to 
the  following  limitations,  in  cafes  to  which  they  are  applicable. 

Such  as  fhall  have  been  relieved  by,  or  on  behalf  of,  a  monthly 
meeting,  within  three  years  preceding  the  delivery  of  certificates, 
or  other  ufual  recommendations,  for  them  to  another  monthly 
meeting,  fhall  become  members  of  the  latter  in  all  refpeds,  except 
as  to  maintenance. 

A  friend  infolvent  at  the  time  of  the  delivery  of  a  certificate, 
or  other  ufual  recommendation,  for  him  from  one  monthly  meet- 
ing to  another,  fhall  become  a  member  of  the  latter  in  all  re- 
fpeds,  except  as  to  maintenance  ;  which  fhall  likewife  be  the  cafe 
with  regard  to  the  wife  of  any  fuch  perfon,  during  the  hufband's 
life :  and  the  children  of  a  friend  infolvent,  fuch  children  being 
under  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  not  having  gained  a  fettlement 
in  their  own  right,  fhall  be  alfo  alike  circumflanced.     The  wife, 
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as  well  as  children,  of  an  Infolvent  perfon  not  in  memberfliip 
(luch  wife  and  children  being,  as  in  the  former  cafe,  members  of 
the  fociety)  fliall  be  in  the  fame  fituation  with  regard  to  fettle- 
ment  on  removal  and  recommendation,  as  if  fuch  perfon  were 
or  had  been  a  member. 

In  the  cafes  to  which  the  two  preceding  paragraphs  relate,  the 
monthly  meeting  to  which  the  individual  or  individuals  may 
belong  with  refpeit  to  maintenance,  ihall,  on  notice  of  relief 
extended,  repay  the  charge  that  has  been  incurred,  to  the 
monthly  meeting  which  has  defrayed  it,  and  fhall  alfo  have  the 
option  in  future  of  taking  the  neceifary  care  of  fuch  individual 
or  individuals. 

IL  But  if  any  friend*  for  whom  a  certificate:,  or  other  ufual 
recommendation,  has  been  delivered  as  firft  above-mentioned,  v.  r.  i,  rji ^r^. 
fliall  become  infolvent,  or  fall  into  neceffitous  circumflances 
and  fhall  afk  and  receive  any  relief  from  the  monthly  meeting, 
within  three  years  after  the  delivery  of  fuch  certificate,  or  other 
ufual  recommendation,  fuch  friend  fhall  continue  to  belong  (as 
far  as  relates  to  maintenance  only)  to  the  monthly  meeting  from 
which  he  was  recommended  ;  yet  that  wherein  he  refides  fhall 
give  him  the  necellary  relief,  and  give  notice  to  the  monthly 
meeting  which  recommended  him  ;  on  which  notice,  fuch  latter 
meeting  fhall  repay  the  charge  which  has  been  incurred  in  his 
relief,  and  fliall  alfo  have  the  option  in  future  of  taking  the  ne- 
cefTary  care  of  him.  Provided  alfo,  that  no  retrofped:  on  account 
of  infolvency,  or  of  neceffitous  circumflances,  fhall  be  had  to  a 
monthly  meeting  which  fliall  have  granted  any  certificate  of  re« 
moval  according  to  the  diredions  of  this  meeting,  after  the  ternn 
of  five  years  from  the  delivery  of  fuch  certifica.te. 

*  It  is  to  be  obfcrved,  both  here  and  in  Rule  I.  that  fervants  (being  fingle  perfons  or  widowers) 
and  apprentices  ^i&fpscially  provided  for  by  fubfequent  rules. 

X  2 
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IIL  If  any  friend  fhall  fall  into  want,  the  monthly  meeting 
within  the  compafs  of  which  he  then  refides,  fhall  take  the  ne- 
ceffary  care  to  relieve  him :  and,  in  order  to  prevent  any  incon- 
veniences that  may  arife  from  want  of  knowing  with  certainty 
to  what  meeting  a  poor  friend  properly  belongs,  at  the  time  he 
falls  into  want ;  whereby  it  may  be  rendered  difficult  for  the 
monthly  meeting  which  fhall  relieve  fucji  neceffitous  perfon,  to 
obtain  repayment  of  the  charge  it  may  be  at  on  fuch  account ; 
it  is  agreed,  that  where  any  poor  friend  fhall  become  charge- 
able to  any  meeting  where  he  may  refide,  and  who  at  the  fame 
time  is  not  a  proper  member  thereof,  fuch  meeting  may  apply  to 
any  meeting  where  fuch  friend  has  been  a  member,  and  that 
meeting  upon  notice  to  it  given  of  fuch  neceffitous  friend, 
fhall  take  the  needful  care  of  him,  and  repay  the  charge,  the 
meeting  within  the  compafs  of  which  he  refides,  has  been  or 
fhall  be  at.  But  if  that  meeting  fhall  apprehend  fuch  neceffitous 
perfon  doth  not  belong  to  it,  but  has  gained  a  fettlement 
elfewhere,  it  may  fix  him  on  any  other  meeting  where  he 
has  gained  a  fettlement ;  and  in  that  cafe,  fuch  meeting  fhall 
repay  it  the  charges  the  latter  has  been  at. 

IV.  A  fmgle  perfon  in  the  ftation  of  a  fervant,  fhall  gain  a 
fettlement  on  removal,  having  ferved  fix  months,  after  the  de- 
livery of  his  certificate,  in  one  family,  wherein  he  is  lodged  and 
boarded,  or  has  board-wages. 

V.  If  fuch  fervant  remove  from  the  monthly  meeting  to  which 
he  fhall  have  been  recommended,  before  the  expiration  of  the  faid 
fix  months,  fuch  monthly  meeting  fhall  indorfe  the  certificate, 
or  grant  a  new  one,  to  the  monthly  meeting  into  which  he  (o 
removes;  in  default  of  which  for  the  fpace  of  fix  months  after 
removal,  fuch  fervant  fhall  be  deemed  a  member  of  the  monthly 
meeting  fo  negleding ;  but  the  granting  of  fuch  indorfement  or 
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certificate,  merely,  fliall  not  entitle  a  fervant  to  memberfliip  in  a 
meeting  fo  granting. 

VL  When  a  fervant  is  employed  by  one  mafler  in  the  com- 
pafs  of  more  than  one  monthly  meeting,  the  certificate  fliall  be 
delivered,  and  the  fettlement  gained,  in  that  meeting  to  which  the 
mafter  belongs  :  and  in  cafe  the  mafter  be  not  a  member  of  our 
fociety,  the  fervant  fhall  gain  a  fettlement  in  that  meeting, 
within  the  compafs  of  v^hich  he  ferves  the  laft  forty  days,  pro- 
vided he  ferve  fix  months  or  more  as  aforefaid. 

VIL  A  fervant  being  a  widower,  fhall  gain  a  fettlement  under 
the  like  limitation  as  a  fingle  perfon ;  and  the  children  (if  any) 
fhall  remain  members  of  the  monthly  meeting  to  which  the 
parent  did  belong,  until  they  gain  fettlement  elfewhere  in  their 
own  right. 

VI n.  A  certificate  for  an  apprentice  fhall  be  delivered  to  the 
monthly  meeting  in  the  compafs  whereof  the  mafter  fhall  dwell ; 
but  fuch  apprentice  Ihall  not  thereby  gain  a  fettlement  until  he 
fhall  have  ferved  forty  days  after  the  delivery  of  fuch  certificate. 
If  the  apprentice  be  turned  over  to  a  mafter  in  the  compafs 
of  another  monthly  meeting,  his  certificate  fhall  be  indorfed,  or  a 
new  one  granted,  as  in  the  cafe  of  fervants  before  mentioned, 
and  fubjed:  to  the  like  conditions  in  cafe  of  default,  or  of  com- 
pliance; but  fuch  apprentice  fhall  not  gain  fettlement  in  fuch 
monthly  meeting,  until  he  has  ferved  forty  days  after  the  de- 
livery of  fuch  indorfement  or  certificate.  - 

IX.  The  wife  and  children  to  be  deemed  members  of  the 
monthly  meeting  of  which  the  hufband  or  father  is  a  member,    v.  r.  fit. 
not  only  during  his  life,  but  likewife  after  his  deceafe,  until  they 
gain  another  fettlement  elfewhere. 

X.  Where  either  the  father  or  mother  of  children  is  a  member, 
there  the  children  have  a  right  to  memberfhip,  provided  the  pa- 
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rents  were  married  in  a  manner  agreeable  to  the  rules  of  this 

*p.i6s.         meeting  (except  in  the  cafes  provided  for  in  Rule  VII.*) ;  but 

children  who  are  the  offspring  of  marriages  contrary  to  the  rules, 

born  previoully  to  the  reinftatement  or  admiffion  of  both  parents, 

are  not  to  be  confidered  to  have  a  right  to  memberfhip  :  yet  it  is 

the  judgment  of  this  meeting  that  monthly  meetings  ought  to 

extend  a  tender  care  towards  fuch  children,  and  admit  them  into 

j'or  anotbe,     mcmberlhip,  at  the  dlfcretion  of  the  faid  meetings,  either  in  their 

iwomhiy       infancy  or  more  advanced  years,  according  to  circumftances. 

XI.  Whereas  it  may  be  proper  to  define  by  what  means  divers 
perfons,  who,  on  recommendation  by  certificate,  do  not  gain  the 
right  of  maintenance  in  the  meeting  into  which  they  remove, 
may  come  into  the  poffefTion  of  that  privilege  ;  it  is  agreed  that 
it  fhall  be  gained 

By  infolvent  perfons,  when  they  fliall  have  fully  dif- 
». Trade  5.       charged  their  debts,  and  fl^iall  not  be  chargeable  to  any  meeting: 

By  the  widows  of  infolvent  perfons,  at  the  deceafe  of 
the  hufbands,  the  faid  widows  not  being  chargeable  in  like 
manner : 

By  the  children  of  infolvent  perfons  (fuch  children  not 
having  previoufly  gained  fettlement  in  their  own  right),  when 
they  fhall  attain  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  not  being  in  like 
manner  chargeable. 

And  it  is  further  agreed,  that  when  the  hufband  and  father 
regains  the  privilege,  it  fhall  attach  of  courfe  to  the  wife  and  to 
the  minor  children. 

XII.  Upon  any  friend  removing  and  negleding  to  apply  for 
a  certificate,  the  monthly  meeting  from  which  he  removed  is 
defired  to  recommend  him  without  fuch  application  ;  and  if  that 
fhould  alfo  be  omitted  for  the  fpace  of  three  months,  the  monthly 
meeting  into  which  fuch  friend  is  removed,  is  at  liberty  to  apply 
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for  a  recommendation ;  and  every  monthly  meeting  fo  applied 
to,  is  defired  to  comply  with  fuch  application. 

.XIIL  Whereas  difputes  may  arife  about  fettlements,  where 
the  man  brings  a  certificate  or  recommendation  from  his  own 
monthly  meeting  to  another,  on  account  of  marriage,  it  is  hereby 
agreed,  that  fuch  certificate  or  recommendation  fhall  not  be  coii- 
ftrued  to  make  a  fettlement,  unlefs  his  removal  be  exprcfled 
therein. 

XIV.  When  a   woman   who   is   an   acknowledged   minifter   -v.no.i. 
obtains  a  new  fettlement  in  confequence  of  marriage,  information 
of  her  being  in  that  ftation  is  to  be  conveyed  to  the  monthly 
meeting  into  which  flie  removes. 

XV.  It  is  agreed,  that  every  provifion  applicable  to  both  fexes, 
made  in  the  rules  for  removals  and  fettlements,  extends  equally 
to  both  ;  although,  for  brevity's  fake,  not  particularly  exprefled. 
1737.— 1761.-1769.— 1782.— 1786.— 1789.— -1801. 

No  proportion  for  altering  the  rules  for  removals  and  fettle-  8 

ments  of  friends,  Ihall  be  received  by  this  meeting,  unlefs  fuch 
propofition  be  figned  in  and  by  order  of  a  quarterly  meeting, 
or  fome  other  meeting  which  doth  diredly  correfpond  with  this 
meeting.     1740. — 1801. 

We  feel  it  our  concern  to  caution  friends  to  be  very  circum-  9 

fped,  how  they  remove  themfelves  and  families,  from  the  places 
of  their  refidence ;  it  having  been  obferved  that  the  diffolving 
of  old,  and  the  forming  of  new  connexions,  have  in  many  in- 
ftances  been  attended  with  effeds  prejudicial  to  a  growth  in  the 
truth,  and  the  fervice  thereof,  both  in  the  heads  and  younger 
branches  of  families ;  efpecially  where  the  inclination  to  fuch 
removals   hath   originated   in   worldly   motives.      And  as  the 
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growth  and  eftablifhment  of  children  in  a  religious  converfation, 
being  the  moft  interefting,  ought  to  be  the  principal  engagement 
•.  Parents,  jcc.  of  the  miuds  of  parents,  we  defire  that  in  putting  them  forward 
in  a  way  of  life,  the  probable  effedt  it  may  have  on  their  minds 
be  the  chief  objedt  in  view.  We  recommend  friends,  both  young 
and  old,  in  thefe  cafes  to  give  clofe  attention  to  the  pointings  of 
divine  wifdom,  and  alfo  tim.ely  to  confult  experienced  friends, 
previoufly  to  their  fixing  a  refolution  of  changing  their  fituatlon« 
1784.  P.  E. 

AndviJ.  MIn.  &  Eld.  &c.  24.— Prep.  Meet,  i.— Queries  a,  ^  XJF, 
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ADVISED,  that  fchool-mafters  and  miftrefles  who  are 
faithful  friends,  and  well  qualified,  be  encouraged  in  all  counties, 
cities,  great  towns,  or  other  places  where  there  may  be  need  : 
and  that  care  be  taken,  that  poor  friends'  children  may  freely  par- 
take of  fuch  education  as  may  tend  to  their  benefit  and  advantage,, 
in  order  to  apprenticefhip.     1695.  P.. E. 

Quarterly  and  monthly  meetings  are  defired  to  take  care,  that 
in  all  places  where  fchools  are  fet  up  for  the  teaching  of  friends' 
children,  the  mailers  be  diligent  to  improve  and  forward  their 
fcholars  in  learning,  and  to  keep  them  out  of  every  thing  that 
would  corrupt  good  manners.      1697.  P.  E, 

We  defire  that  your  feveral  monthly  and  quarterly  meetings, 
where   any  fchool-mafters   or  miftrefl'es   of  our  profeffion  may 
refide,  may  not  be  wanting  to  admonifh  them,  as  much  as  in 
them  lies,  to  bring  up  the  children  of  friends,  committed  to  their   ,  qu 
care,  in  plainnefs  of  fpeech,  behaviour,  and  apparel,  agreeable  to 
our  profeffion :  and  that  fuch  of  them  as  have  boarders  in  their 
families,  would  frequently  call  them  together,  and  accuftom  them    ,.  scripture, 
to  a  folemn  reading  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  prefs  and  excite         •^• 
them  to  the  obfervation  of  the  Chriftian  precepts  therein  con- 
tained :  and  that  they  themfelves  walk  before  the  fcholars  as  en- 
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famples  of  that  plalnnefs  and  fimplicity  which  they  recommend. 
1745.  P.  E.  ^ 

4  As  the  want  of  proper  perfons  amongft  friends  qualified  for 

fchool-m afters  hath  been  the  occafion  of  great  damage  to  the 
fociety  in  many  places,  as  thereby  well-difpofed  friends  are  de- 
prived of  opportunities  for  the  education  of  their  children  in  a 
manner  confiftent  with  a  religious  concern  for  their  welfare,  and 
have  been  neceffitated  to  fend  them  to  thofe  of  other  perfualions; 
•V.  Parents,  &c.  wlicreby  the  tender  minds  of  fuch  children  have  been  in  great 
danger  of  being  leavened  into  the  language,  cuftoms,  and  habits 
of  the  world,  from,  whence  it  is  difficult  afterwards  to  reclaim 
them  ;  we  dehre  friends  would  attend  to  this  important  point, 
and  in  their  monthly  meetings  affift  young  men  of  low  circum- 
llances,  whofe  genius  and  conduct  may  be  fuitable  for  that  office, 
with  the  means  requifite  to  obtain  the  proper  qualifications ;  and 
when  fo  qualified,  afford  them  the  neceffary  encouragement  for 
their  fupport.      1751.  W.  E. 

r  It  is  the  renewed  concern  of  this  meeting,  to  recommend  a 

care  for  the  offspring  of  parents  whofe  income  or  earnings 
are  fo  fmall,  as  to  render  them  incapable  of  giving  their  children 
a  fuitable  and  guarded  education,  and  that  efpecially  from  home ; 
by  which  they  may  be  prevented  from  mixing  with  others  not  of 
our  religious  perfuafion,  which  fo  often  leads  into  hurtful  habits, 
from  which  they  are  not  afterwards  eafily  reclaimed  :  and  as  fome 
of  our  members  may  incautioufly  permit  their  offspring  to  fuffer 
this  great  lofs,  rather  than  apply  for  affi fiance  from  their  monthly 
meetings,  it  is  recommended  to  friends  in  every  monthly  meet- 
ing to  feek  out  fuch  of  their  members  as  may  be  thus  flraitened, 
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and  adminifter  to  their  help ;  and  it  is  defired  that  fuch  will  re- 
ceive the  falutary  aid  with  a  willing  mind,  and  thankfulnefs  to 
the  Great  Author  of  all  good.     1777. 

AidvU.  Parents,  &c.  5.  6.  8.  10.  ir.  iz.  13.-— Poor  3.— Queries  2,  J^  X.  3,  ^.  yilT. 
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1  R  E  C  O  M  M  E  N  D  E  D,  as  an  incumbent  duty  on  friends,  to 
caufe  their  children  to  be  frequent  in  reading  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
and  to  obferve  to  them  the  examples  of  fuch  children,  as  in 
fcripture  are  recorded  to  have  early  learned  the  fear  of  the  Lord, 
and  hearkened  to  his  counfel :  inftrudting  them  in  the  fear  and 
dread  of  the  Lord,  planting  upon  their  fpirits  impreflions  of  re- 
verence towards  God,  from  whom  they  have  their  daily  fupport ; 
fhewing  them  they  ought  not  to  offend  him,  but  love,  ferve,  and 
honour  him,  in  whofe  hand  all  bleffings  are.     1709.  P.  E. 

2  It  is  alfo  ferioufly  advifed,  that   no  friends  fuffer  romances, 
•>.  Nc.  5.          play-books,  or  other  vain  and  idle  pamphlets,  in  their  houfes  or 

families,  which  tend  to  corrupt  the  minds  of  youth  ;  but  that 
they  excite  them  to  the  reading  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  re- 
ligious books.  Let  the  Holy  Scriptures  be  early  taught  our 
youth,  diligently  fearched,  and  ferioufly  read  by  friends,  with 
due  regard  to  the  Holy  Spirit  from  whence  they  came,  and  by 
which  they  are  truly  opened  :  for  they  contain  excellent  dodrine, 
rules,  and  precepts,  divine  and  moral.      1720.  P.  E. 

2  And,  dear  friends,  inafmuch  as  the  Holy  Scriptures  are  the 

■a.  No.  6.  external  means  of  conveying  and  preferving  to  us,  an  account  of 

the  things  moft  furely  to  be  believed  concerning  the  coming  of 
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our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  in  the  flefh,  and  the  fulfilling  of  the  pro- 
phecies relating  thereto ;  we  therefore  recommend  to  all  friends, 
efpecially  elders  in  the  church,  and  mafters  of  families,  that  they 
would,  both  bv  example  and  advice,  imprefs  on  the  minds  of  the 
younger  a  reverent  efteem  of  thofe  facred  writings,  and  advife 
them  to   a  frequent  reading  and  meditating  therein  ;—and  that 
you  would,   at  proper  times  and  feafons,   when  you  find  your 
minds  rightly  difpofed  thereunto,  give  the  youth  to  underftand, 
that  the  fame  good  experience   of  the   work  of  fandification^ 
through  the  operations  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  which  the   Holy 
Scriptures  plentifidly  bear  teftimony  to,   is  to  be  witnelfed  by 
believers  in  all  generations,  as  well  as  by  thofe  in  the  firft  ages 
of  Chriftianity ;  in  which  cafe,  fome  account  of  your  own  ex^ 
perience  may  be  helpful  to  them.     And  this  we  recommend  as 
the  moft  eifeaual  means  of  begetting  and  eftablifhing  in  their 
minds  a  firm  beHef  of  the  Chriftian  dodrine  in  general,  as  well 
as  the  neceffity  of  the  aid  and  help  of  the  operations  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  God  in  the  hearts  of  men  in  particular,  contained 
in  that  moft  excellent  book  the  Bible ;  and   of  preferving  them 
from  being  defiled  with  the  many  pernicious  notions  and  prin- 
ciples, contrary  to  fuch  found  dodtrine,  which  are  at  this  time 
induftrioufly  difperfed  in  the  nation,   to   the  reproach  of  the 
Chriftian  profeflion  in  general.      1728.  P.  E. 

And,  dear  friends,  as  much  as  in  you  lies,  encourage  a  frequent 
and  diligent  reading  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  your  families. 
In  them  are  contained  the  promifes  of  eternal  life  and  falvation. 
For  as  a  fteady  truft  and  belief  in  the  promife  of  God,  and  a  fre- 
quent meditation  in  the  law  of  the  Lord,  was  the  prefervation  of 
a  remnant  in  old  time,  fo  it  is  even  to  this  day ;  and  as  a  diftnift 
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and  difbelief  of  the  promifes  of  God,  and  a  negled  of  his  holy- 
law,  was  the  occafion  of  the  complaints  made  againft  the  Jews, 
the  pofterity  of  Abraham,  even  fo  we  have  reafon  to  fear,  that 
the  apparent  declenfion  in  our  time  from  true  piety  and  godly 
zeal,  in  many  places,  is  too  much  owing  to  a  difregard  of  the 
dodrines  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  the  promifes  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  them  recorded. 

Wherefore  it  greatly  behoves  every  one,  who  would  be  united 
to  Chrift,  and  a  member  of  his  church,  to  believe  in  the  promifes 
of  God  and  Chrift,  and  wait  to  know  the  fulfilling  of  them 
in  his  own  heart.     It  was  by  this  the  primitive  believers  became 
A(Ssiv,  of  "  one  heart,  and  of  one  foul."     It  was  by  one  Spirit,  namely, 

I  Cor.  xii.  13.    the   Spirit  promifed  by  Chrift,  that  they  were   "  all  baptized 
"  into  one  body." 

Having  therefore,  dearly  beloved,  fuch  great  and  precious  pro- 
mifes, and  being  encompafled  with  fo  great  a  cloud  of  witnefles^ 
let  us  run  with  cheerfulncfs  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord,  and  walk 
Heb.xii.  a,  in  the  footfteps  of  the  flocks  of  the  companions  ;  "  Looking  unto- 
"  Jefus,  the  author  and  fmiftier  of  our  faith,  who,  for  the  joy 
"  that  was  fet  before  him,  endured  the  crofs,  defpifmg  the  fhame, 
"  and  is  fet  down  at  the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of  God." 
1740.  P.  E. 

5  There  having  been,  for  many  years  paft,  a  great  circulation  of 

♦.Books  a.  3. 4.     vain,  idle,  and  irreligious  books  and  pamphlets,  tending  to  lead 

13.14.15.       the  mind  away  from  fober  and  ferious  duty,  to  infedt  the  inex- 

Queries «,  ■'  ' 

Ad-v.v.  perienced  and  unwary  with  infidelity  and  corruption,  and  to  alie- 

nate their  attention  from  the  Spirit  of  God,  under  whofe  influence 
and  holy  keeping  alone  is  fafety ;  we  earneftly  requeft,  that 
parents,  and  all  otthers  who  have  youth  under  their  tuition,  will 
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keep  a  conftant  eye  over  them,  and  as  much  as  pofTible  guard 
them  againft,  and  prevent  them  from,  waHhig  their  precious  time 
upon  fuch  unprofitable  and  pernicious  reading ;  that  they  ac- 
cuftom  them  to  the  frequent  and  diligent  reading  of  the  facred 
writings,  which  through  divine  goodnefs  are  afforded  to  us,  for 
our  "  inftrudtion  in  righteoufnefs,"  and,  *'  that  we,  through  pa- 
"  tience,  and  comfort  of  the  fcriptures,  might  have  hope." 
1769.     P.  E. 


2  Tim.  iii.  xi. 
Rom.  Kv.  4. 


V.  DIfcipI.  Sec. 

20. 

Meet,  for 
Wor(h.  r- 


And,  dear  friends,  we  tenderly  and  earneftly  advife  and  ex- 
hort all  parents,  and  mailers  of  families,  that  they  exert  them- 
felves  in  the  wifdom  of  God,  and  in  the  ftrength  of  his  love, 
to  inftrud:  their  children  and  families  in  the  doctrines  and  pre- 
cepts of  the  Chriftian  religion  contained  in  the  Holy  Scriptures ; 
and  that  they  excite  them  to  the  diligent  reading  of  thofe  facred 
writings,  which  plainly  fet  forth  the  miraculous  conception,  birth, 
holy  life,  wonderful  works,  bleffed  example,  meritorious  death, 
and  glorious  refurredion,  afcenfion,  and  mediation  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift ;  and  to  educate  their  children  in  the 
belief  of  thofe  irhportant  truths,  as  well  as  in  the  belief  of  the 
inward  manifeftation  and  operation  of  the  Spirit  of  God  on  their 
own  minds,  that  they  may  reap  the  benefit  and  advantage  thereof, 
for  their  own  peace  and  everlafting  happinefs,  which  is  infinitely 
preferable  to  all  other  confiderations.  We  therefore  exhort,  In 
the  moft  earnefl:  manner,  that  all  be  very  careful  in  this  refpedt ; 
a  negled:  herein  being,  in  our  judgment,  very  blame-worthy. 
And  further,  where  any  deficiency  of  this  fort  appears,  we  re-  ^.  Parents,  &c 
commend  to  monthly  and  quarterly  meetings,  that  they  ftir  up 
thofe  whom  it  may  concern  to  their  duty  therein.     1732.  P.  E. 
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SLAVE-TRADE    and    SLAVERY. 


I T  is  the  (eiiCc  of  this  meeting,  that  the  importing  of  negroes 
•'V*.  3-  from  their  native  country  and  relations  by  friends,  is  not  a  com- 

mendable nor  allowed  pradice,  and  is  therefore  cenfured  by  this 
meeting.     1727. 

2  We  fervently  warn  all   in  profeflion  with  us,  that  they  be 

careful  to  avoid  being  any  way  concerned  in  reaping  the  unrigh- 
teous profits  arifmg  from  the  iniquitous  pradice  of  dealing  in 
negro,  or  other  flaves ;  whereby,  in  the  original  purchafe,  one 
man  felleth  another,  as  he  doth  the  beaft  that  periflieth,  without 
any  better  pretenfion  to  a  property  in  him,  than  that  of  fuperior 
force;  in  direct  violation  of  the  gofpel  rule,  which  teacheth  all  to 
do  as  they  would  be  done  by,  and  to  do  good  to  all ;  being  the 
reverfe  of  that  covetous  difpofition,  which  furnifheth  encourage- 
ment to  thofe  poor  ignorant  people  to  perpetuate  their  favage 
wars,  in  order  to  fupply  the  demands  of  this  moft  unnatural 
traffic,   whereby  great  numbers  of  mankind,    free  by   nature, 
are  fubjeded  to  inextricable  bondage  ;  and  which  hath  often  been 
obierved  to  fill  their  pojJeflbrs  with  haughtinefs,  tyranny,  luxury, 
and  barbarity,  corrupting  the  minds  and  debafing  the  morals  of 
their   children,   to    the  unfpeakable    prejudice   of  religion  and 
virtue,  and  the  exclufion  of  that  holy  fpirit  of  univerfal  love, 
meeknefs,  and  charity,  which  is  the  unchangeable  nature,  and  the 
glory,  of  true  Chriftianity. 
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We  therefore  can  do  no  lefs,  than,  with  the  greateft  earnefl- 
nefs,  imprefs  it  upon  friends  every  where,  that  they  endeavour 
to  keep  their  hands  clear  of  this  unrighteous  gain  of  opprellion. 
1758.  P.  E. 

This  meeting  having  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  divers  under 
our  name  are  concerned  in  the  unchriftian  traffic  in  negroes, 
doth  recommend  it  earneftly  to  the  care  of  friends  every  where,  to 
difcourage,  as  much  as  in  them  lies,  a  pradice  fo  repugnant  to 
our  Chriftian  profeffion ;  and  to  deal  with  all  fuch  as  fhall  per- 
fevere  in  a  condud  fo  reproachful  to  Chriftianity,  and  to  difown 
them,  if  they  defift  not  therefrom.     1761. 

We  renew  our  exhortation,  that  friends  every  where  be  efpe- 
cially  careful  to  keep  their  hands  clear  of  giving  encouragement 
in  any  fhape  to  the  flave-trade,  it  being  evidently  deftrudive  of 
the  natural  rights  of  mankind ;  who  are  all  ranfomed  by  one 
Saviour,  and  vifited  by  one  divine  light,  in  order  to  falvation : 
a  traffic  calculated  to  enrich  and  aggrandize  fome  upon  the 
mifery  of  others,  in  its  nature  abhorrent  to  every  juft  and  tender 
fentiment,  and  contrary  to  the  whole  tenour  of  the  gofpel.  1 763, 
P.  E. 

It  appears  that  the  pradlce  of  holding  negroes  in  oppreffive 
and  unnatural  bondage,  hath  been  fo  fuccefsfully  difcouraged  by 
friends  in  fome  of  the  colonies,  as  to  be  confiderably  lelTened. 
We  cannot  but  approve  of  thefe  falutary  endeavours,  and  earneftly 
entreat  they  may  be  continued,  that,  through  the  favour  of  Divine 
Providence,  a  traffic  fo  unmerciful,  and  unjuft  in  its  nature  to  a 
part  of  our  own  fpecies  made  equally  with  ourfelves  for  immor- 
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tallty,  may  come  to  be  confidered  by  all  in  its  proper  light,  and 
be  utterly  abolifhed,  as  a  reproach  to  the  Chriftian  profefTion* 
1772.  P.  E. 

6  The  Chriftian  religion  being  defigned  to  regulate  and  refine 
the  natural  affections  of  man,  and  to  exalt  benevolence  into  that 
charity  which  promotes  peace  on  earth,  and  good-will  towards 
all  ranks  and  claffes  of  mankind  the  world  over ;  under  the  in- 
fluence thereof,  our  minds  have  been  renewedly  affedted  in 
fympathy  with  the  poor  enflaved  Africans ;  whom  avarice 
hath  taught  fome  men,  laying  claim  to  the  charader  of  Chrif- 
tians,  to  confider  as  the  refufe  of  the  human  race,  and  not  en- 
titled to  the  common  privileges  of  mankind.  The  contempt  in 
which  they  are  held,  and  the  remotenefs  of  their  fufferings  from 
the  notice  of  difniterefted  obfervers,  have  occafioned  few  advo- 
cates to  plead  their  caufe.  The  confideration  of  their  cafe 
being  brought  weightily  before  the  laft  yearly  meeting,  friends 
were  engaged  to  recommend  endeavours  for  putting  a  ftop  to 
a  traffic  fo  difgraceful  to  humanity,  and  fo  repugnant  to  the 
precepts  of  the  gofpel.     1784.  P.  E. 

7  As  the  flave-trade,  whereby  fuch  multitudes  of  the  human 
race  are  violently  fubjeded  to  a  ftate  fo  abje£t  and  deplorable, 
is  extenfively  carried  on  by  perfons  refident  in  thefe  kingdoms, 
we  ^arneftly  exhort  all  in  profeffion  with  us,  not  to  defile  them- 
felves  by  having  any  concern  whatever  in  this  unrighteous  traffic  ; 
from  which,  if  perfifted  in,  very  diftreffing  confequences  to  this 
nation  and  its  dependencies,  may  be  juftly  apprehended.  1785. 
P.  E. 
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We  defire   that  friends  may  continue   united   in   a  fervent  8 

concern,  that  the  reproach  of  a  traffic  fo  iniquitous  [as  the  flave- 
trade]  may  be  done  away  from  the  Chriftian  name,  and  the 
day  fpoken  of  by  the  Lord's  prophet  be  happily  haftened : 
"  For  from  the  rifmg  of  the  fun,  even  unto  the  going  down  of  Mai.  i.  n. 
*'  the  fame,  my  name  fhall  be  great  among  the  Gentiles,  and  in 
"  every  place  incenfe  fhall  be  offered  unto  my  name,  and  a  pure 
"  offering.'*     1 790.  P.  E. 

As  a  Chriflian  fociety  we  have  found  it  our  duty  to  promote  9 

the  abolition  of  the  flave-trade :  it  flill  remains  our  fteadv  con- 
cern  to  difcourage  fo  iniquitous  a  traflic ;  and,  at  the  prefent 
juncture,  we  think  it  particularly  incumbent  on  every  individual 
deeply  to  ponder  his  own  particular  fhare  in  the  teflimony,  which 
we  have  fo  long  believed  it  to  be  our  duty  to  bear,  and  to  be 
careful  not  to  ftifle  the  fmalleft  convidion  of  duty ;  more  efpeci- 
ally  that  the  profpecSt  of  gain  may  not  lead  any  to  counte- 
nance a  trade,  of  which  the  immediate  and  unavoidable  confe- 
quence  is  the  miferies  of  men. — The  flow  progrefs  in  this 
country  of  the  caufe  of  thefe  our  fellow-men  we  lament,  but 
do  not  defpair  of  its  fuccefs  :  and  we  defire  friends  may  never 
fuffer  the  caufe  to  cool  on  their  minds,  through  the  delay  which 
the  oppofuion  of  interefted  men  hath  occafioned,  in  this  work  of 
juflice  and  mercy ;  but  rather  be  animated  to  confider,  that  the 
longer  the  oppofition  remains,  the  more  necefhty  there  is,  on 
the  fide  of  righteoufnefs  and  benevolence,  for  fteadinefs,  perfeve- 
ranee,  and  continued  breathing  of  fpirit  to  the  God  and  Father 
of  all,  who  formed  of  one  blood  all  the  families  of  the  earth, 
1 791.  P.  E. — 1793.  P.  E. 
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10  A  feeling  hath  been  witnefTed  amongft  us  at  this  time,  which 

diredls  the  mind  in  pity  towards  the  deplorable  ftate  of  thofe  men,- 
who  promote,  procure,  and  execute  the  tearing  away  of  the 
Africans  from  their  parent-foil :  and  feeing  we  believe  that  a  juft 
and  dreadful  retribution  awaits  the  unrepenting  and  obdurate 
opprefTor,  at  that  awful  tribunal  where  fophiftry  will  not  pre- 
vail to  exculpate,  let  us,  amidfl:  our  fympathy  for  the  fufferers, 
give  place  in  our  minds  to  a  true  concern  for  the  traders  in 
negroes — men  equally  interefted  with  us  in  the  rewards  of  futu- 
rity ;  and  let  us  feek  for,  and  cherifh  that  difpofition  of  mind, 
which  can  pray  for  thefe  enemies  of  humanity,  and  fervently 
breathe  for  their  reftoration  to  foundnefs  of  judgment,  and  purity 
of  principle. 

It  hath  been  often  obferved  that  the  defire  of  acquiring  wealth 
is  an  incitement  to  every  evil ;  and  having,  in  this  inftance,  a 
proof  to  what  great  lengths  it  will  carry  thofe  who  give  it  place 
in  their  hearts,  let  us  guard  againft  the  beginnings  of  fo  great 
temptation.     1795.  P.  E, 
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AS  this  meeting  doth  not  enjoin  or  advife  any  friends,  in 
fufferings  for  our  Chriftian  teftimonies,  to  take  a  courfe  at  law 
for  remedy,  neither  can  we  impofe  upon  them,  not  to  ufe  law  in 
any  cafe  ;  but  a  freedom  is  left  to  the  fufferers,  to  ufe  fuch 
means  as  confift  with  the  unity  of  friends,  and  their  own  peace 
and  fatisfadlion  in  the  truth,  and  bearing  a  faithful  teftimony  in 
righteoufnefs.  Advifed,  that  friends  do  not  judge  or  refledt  one 
upon  another  in  thofe  cafes,  a  freedom  being  left  upon  urgent 
occafions,  to  take  fuch  a  courfe  for  relief  and  eafe  to  the  op- 
prefTed,  as  may  not  be  prejudicial  to  the  teftimony  of  truth. 
But  any  friend  apprehending  a  neceffity  to  endeavour  for  relief 
by  the  law  of  the  land,  to  ftop  the  deftroyers,  is  advifed  to  confult 
about  his  cafe  with  his  monthly  or  quarterly  meeting,  or  at  lead 
with  fome  judicious  friends,  before  he  makes  any  procedure 
at  law :  and  friends'  who  fuffer,  are  advifed  not  to  let  out 
their  minds  into  too  much  expedlation  of  outward  relief  in  point 
of  law,  but  that  they  patiently  and  principally  depend  on  the 
Lord,  and  his  power,  to  plead  their  caufe.      ^675. 

That  friends  be  careful  of  entangling  themfelves  in  law,  be- 
caufe  of  fome  fmall  irregularity  in  the  proceeding  ;  but  if  the 
lav/  be  materially  tranfgrelfed,  and  the  feverity  of  it  exceeded  by 
the  perfecutor,  that  friends  ufe  their  freedom,  upon  ferlous  and 
good  advice  among  themfelves,  fo  as  the  teftimony  of  truth  may 
be  kept  clear  over  all.     1676.  P.  E. 
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3  It   is  defired  that  when  fufferings  are  fent  up  in  order  for 

redrefs  of  any  particular  cafe,  the  fame  be  written  down,  as 
to  the  lofs  fuftalned,  goods  diftralned,  fevere  and  illegal  treat- 
ment or  ufage  by  juftices  or  other  perfons,  plainly,  pertinently, 
and  diftindly,  as  to  matter  of  fadl  only,  without  any  refledions 
upon  the  magiftrates  and  perfons  by  whom  friends  have  fuffered, 
or  againft  whom  any  complaint  is  made  ;  and  that  fufferings 
fent  up  to  be  recorded  here,  be  firfl  read  in  the  quarterly 
meeting,  and  therein  figned. 
V.  Queries  That  au  account  be  yearly  fent  up  of  all  fuch  friends  as  are  in 

*'  "^  '  prifon,  or  prifoners,  that  it  may  be  known  who  are  detained  in 
prifon,  and  who  are  difcharged  fmce  the  preceding  yearly  meet- 
ing, and  when  difcharged ;  alfo  to  fignify  the  time  of  their  com- 
mitment, by  whom  profecuted,  and  for  what  caufe  :  and  that 
diftind  accounts  be  brought  up  of  all  fuch  friends  as  have  died 
in  prifon,  as  prifoners  for  their  teftimony  to  the  truth,  fince  the 
foregoing  yearly  meeting,  with  their  names,  ages,  dwelling- 
places,  education,  time  of  convincement,  and  the  places  of  their 
travel  and  fervice,  time  of  fufferings,  and  death.      1681. 

^  Upon  confideratlon  of  fufferings  in  general,  it  is  advifed,  that 

*•  JJ'g-^^-  f^j,  in  cafes  of  difficulty,  and  where  friends  who  are  fufferers  fland 
in  need  of  advice  in  any  particular  cafe,  they  fend  up  their  re- 
fpedive  cafes  to  the  meeting  for  fufferings  in  London.  1682. 
P.  E. 

Where  any  friend  or  friends  fhall  be  profecuted  for  any  branch 
of  their  teftimony  for  the  truth,  that  fuch  labour,  in  a  fenfe  of 
the  weight  of  their  teftimony,  with  the  profecutor,  before  or  at 
the  beginning  of  the  profecution  ;  that  fo,  if  poffible,  the  witnefs 
of  God  in  him  may  be  reached,  and  he  may  be  convinced  that 
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the  refufal  to  comply  proceeds  not  from  obftinacy  or  felf-interell, 
but  from  a  godly  care  to  preferve  a  confcience  void  of  offence. 
1703.  P.  E. 

This  meeting  defires,  that  an  account  of  all  proceedings  in  6 

fuch  fuifering  cafes  as  come  under  the  care  of  the  meeting  for   •«■  No.  4. 
fufferings,  and  the  iffue  thereof,  may  be  duly  brought  or  feat  to 
that  meeting  in  writing,  fpecifying  the  places  or  the  counties 
where  fuch  fufferers  dwell,  with  the  feveral  proceedings  in  the 
faid  cafes ;  in  order  to  be  duly  recorded.     1746. 

This  meeting  having  weightily  confidered  the  propriety  of         7 
receiving  and  recording  the  fufferings  of  friends,  for  not  illumi-    "'Time 
nating  their  houfes,  and  not  fhutting  up  their  fhops,  on  public 
occafions,  is  of  the  judgment  that  friends  fhould  fend  up  an 
account  of  fuch  fufferings,  from  time  to  time,  to  this  meeting. 
1789. 

AndniiJ.  Militia  I,  2,  3i/ /«/•.— Queries  a,  ^  XV. — ^Tithes  8.  9,  1/7 /«r.  10.  13.  14,  \Jl par.  1,7. 

19.  ZI.   l^ paft. 


mes 
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1  ADVISED,  that  our  ancient  teftimony  againft  tithes,  which 
we  have  borne  from  the  beginning,  and  for  which  many  have 
deeply  fuffered,  fome  not  only  the  fpoiling  of  their  goods,  but 
imprifonment  even  unto  death,  be  carefully  and  pun(3:ually  up- 
held and  countenanced,  in  the  power  of  God ;  and  that  all  thofe 
who  oppofe,  flight,  or  negled:  that  teftimony,  be  looked  upon  as 

V.  No.  i8,         unfaithful  to  the  ancient  teftimony  of  truth,  and  dealt  with  ac- 

2d  par-. 

cording  to  gofpel  order  eftabliflied  among  us.     1675. 

2  That  all  friends  be  faithful  in  their  teftimony  againft  tithes  of 
all  forts ;  knowing  that,  fmce  they  were  ended  by  Chrift,  they 
were  impofed  and  originally  fprang  from  that  antichriftian  root, 
popifli  ufurpation  in  church  and  ftate :  and  that  friends  would 
tenderly  confider,  that  where  any  decline  their  teftimony,  or  are 

V.  Days  &         negligent  in  this  weighty  cafe,   they  do  thereby  increafe  the 

Times  ^  ^  ^  .       ^ 

5,  lajipar.      wclglit   aud  burthcn   of  fufferings  upon  them  that  are  faithful, 
and  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  their  adverfaries.     1690.  P.  E. 

3  Our  teftimony  againft  tithes  and  forced  maintenance  in  this 
gofpel  day,  being  received  from  Chrift  our  head  and  high  prieft, 
is  not  of  our  own  making  or  impofmg,  nor  from  the  tradition  of 
men ;  but  what  we  have  from  him,  by  whofe  divine  power  we 
were  raifed  up  to  be  a  people,  and  by  which  we  have  been  pre- 
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ferved  to  this  day;    knowing   that  his  miniiiry  and  golpel  are    i>.2-ro.s,6/sy. 
free,  according  to  his  own  exprefs  command,  "  Freely  ye  have    Ma«h.  x.  s. 
"  received,  freely  give."     1701.  P.  E. 

We  think  it  neceflary  to  put  you  in  mind,  that  the  zeal  of  our  4 

friends  who  have  abode  faithful  in  their  teftimony  againft 
paying  tithes,  fteeple-houfe  rates,  and  priefts'  maintenance,  has 
greatly  tended  to  the  opening  of  the  eyes  of  many,  not  only  in 
this,  but  alfo  in  other  countries. 

We  received  laft  year  an  account  from  New-England,  where 
our  friends  formerly  underwent  grievous  fufFerings,  that  a  law 
is  made,  exempting  them  from  paying  either  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  eftablifhed  minifters,  or  to  the  repairing  of  their 
worfhip-houfes ;  and  it  is  our  belief,  that  if  all  friends  here  had 
been  faithful  in  their  teftimony  againft  tithes,  the  time  of  our 
deliverance  from  that  oppreffion,  under  which  this  nation  yet 
groans,  would  have  been  nearer  at  hand.      1733.  P.  E. 

We  earneftly  entreat  the  faithful  among  you  to  take  all  fuitable  5 

opportunities  of  endeavouring  to  demonftrate,  to  fuch  as  are 
weak  and  unfaithful,  the  importance  of  our  teftimony  againft 
receiving  or  paying  tithes ;  the  natural  tendency  whereof  is  to 
obtain  that  liberty,  which  the  pureft  ages  of  Chriftianity  enjoyed  ; 
that  is,  a  liberty  for  any  perfon,  moved  by  the  Holy  Spirit 
of  God,  to  preach  the  dodrine  of  the  glorious  gofpel  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift  freely ;  and  of  which  they  were 
not  deprived,  till  great  corruptions  of  dodrine  and  pra6lice 
were  found  amongft  the  profeffors  of  Chriftianity,  and  the 
civil  powers  were  prevailed  upon  to  meddle  with  the  confci- 

A  a 
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ences  of  the  people,  which  of  right  are  to  be  fubjed  to  God 
only. 

We  cannot  therefore  but  blefs  the  Lord,  from  an  experimental 
witneffing  of  the  comfort  and  fpiritual  advantage  which  arife 
from  fuch  a  liberty,  that  he  was  pleafed  to  raife  up  our  worthy 
ancients,  and  to  give  them  a  teftimony  againft  that  antichriftian 
yoke ;  making  them  willing,  in  this  and  other  nations,  to  fuffer 
for  that  teftimony,  thereby  fhewing  to  the  world  what  the  love 
of  Chrift  is  able  to  do  :  for  we  believe  nothing  fhort  of  that  love 
could  have  enabled  them  to  fuffer  the  fpoil  of  their  goods,  and 
the  long  imprifonment  of  their  bodies,  even  unto  death,  as  fome 
of  them  did,  for  their  confcientious  refufal  to  pay  tithes.  1735. 
P.  E. 

6  As  the  gofpel  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift  was  at  firft 

freely  promulgated  by  himfelf,  and  his  immediate  followers,  the 
nature  of  it  being  unalterable,  it  behoveth  that  the  minifters 
thereof,    in   all   fucceeding  times,   be  like-minded ;  not  adling 

J  Pet.  V.  a.  "  t)y  conftraint,  but  willingly  ;  not  for  filthy  lucre,  but  of  * 
*'  ready  mind."  When  we  call  to  mind  the  grievous  fuffer- 
ings  which  our  ancients  underwent,  in  this  and  other  nations, 
for  their  teftimony  againft  a  man-made  minlftry  and  hireling 
preachers ;  and  their  great  concern  to  revive  and  publifti  the 
dodrine  of  the  gofpel,  as  it  was  declared  by  Chrift  himfelf 
when  on  earth,  and  revealed  to  one  of  his  fervants  who  was 

Rcv.xxii.17.  baniflied  for  the  teftimony  of  Jefus,  "  Whofoever  will,  let 
*'  him  take  the  water  of  life  freely ; "  our  hearts  are  grieved 
when  we  find  any  of  their  offspring,  or  any  under  our  name, 
declining  their  teftimony  againft  the  antichriftian  yoke  of  tithes. 
We  therefore  tenderly  exhort  all  who  profefs  the  truth,  to  watch- 
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fulnefs  and  zeal,  that  this  branch  of  our  Chriftian  teftimony  be 
not  laid  wafte  by  connivance,  or  private  agreement  with  priefts 
or  impropriators;  but  that  all  abide  patiently  under  that  teftimony 
which  the  Lord  hath  called  us  to  bear;  not  doubting  but  that  the 
gradual  progrefs  of  real  Chriflianity  will  at  length  operate  to  the 
removal  of  a  yoke  fo  diredly  contrary  to  the  liberty  wherewith 
Chrift  hath  made  us  free.  "  Stand  faft,"  fays  the  apoftle,  "  in  the  cai.  v.  r. 
"  liberty  wherewith  Chrift  hath  made  us  free ;  and  be  not  en- 
*' tangled  again  with  the  yoke  of  bondage."     17 3S.  P.  E. 

Let  us  ever  keep  in  remembrance,  that  it  is  under  the  imme-  7 

diate  teaching  and  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  that  all  accepta-  '"' ^i'"",^^''^' 
ble  worlhip  is  performed,  and  all  true  gofpel  miniftry  fupplied ; 
that  this  pure  and  powerful  influence,  in  veflels  fandified  and 
prepared  by  the  divine  hand,  is  the  efl"ential  qualification  to  that 
work ;  that  as  the  gift  is  divine,  the  fervice  is  freely  and  faith- 
fully to  be  difcharged,  without  any  view  to  reward  from  man : 
and  therefore,  fhould  we  voluntarily,  either  by  open  or  collufive 
means,  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  fuch  as  preach  for  hire, 
we  fhould  be  guilty  of  inconfiftency  in  practice,  by  fupporting, 
as  minifters  of  Chrift,  thofe  whom  we  do  not  believe  to  be  fent 
by  him,  and  upholding  them  in  a  condud  contrary  to  his 
command,  which  is,  *' Freely  ye  have  received,  freely  give."  Matth.  x.  8. 
And  this  pradical  oppofition  to  his  gofpel  law,  we  cannot 
but  look  upon  as  denying  him  before  men,  and  therefore  in  us 
antichriftian.     1758.  P.  E. 

It  feems  incumbent  upon  us  to  repeat  our  exhortation  to  faith-  8 

fulnefs,   in  fupporting  our   teftimony   againft  the  antichriftian 
yoke  of  tithes ;  and  we  entreat  that  all  who  fufter,  either  upon 

^A  a  2 
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that  account,  or  for  any  other  demands  inconfiflent  with  the 

V.  N9. 19,         principles  of  truth,  may  demonftrate,  by  their  whole  condudt  and 

Militia  3,        converfation,  that  they  really  fufFer  for  confcience  fake  ;  and  keep 

id  pay, 

clofe  to  the  guidance  of  that  good  Spirit,  which  will  preferve  in 
meeknefs  and  quiet  refignation,  under  every  trial.  For  if  refent- 
ment  fhould  arife  againft  thofe  whom  you  may  look  upon  as  the 
inftruments  of  your  fufferings,  it  will  deprive  you  of  the  reward 
of  faithfulnefs,  give  juft  occafion  of  offence,  and  bring  diHio- 
nour  to  the  caufe  of  truth.  Cavilling,  or  calling  refledions  upon 
any,  becaufe  of  our  fufferings,  doth  not  become  the  fervants  of 
Chrift,  whofe  holy  example  and  footfteps  we  ought  in  all  things 
faithfully  to  follow.      1759.  P.  E. 

p  Agreed,    that   tithes  taken  away  by  force   be  recorded  as  a 

fuffering  for  truth. 

It  is  alfo  advifed,  that  all  friends  have  a  care  that  they  neither 
openly  nor  fecretly  confent  to  the  taking  away  of  their  tithes, 
nor  to  the  payment  of  them  by  any  one  whatfoever  on  their  be- 
half; but  keep  faithful  to  their  teftimony.      1676.  P.  E. 

I  o  And  becaufe  fome  have  not  kept  an  account  of  the  tithes  in 

kind  that  have  been  taken  from  them,  as  if  that  were  no  fuffer- 
ing, becaufe  the  priefts'  and  impropriators'  pretended  due ;  we 
find   ourfelves  engaged  in  fpirit,   to  defire  you   to  reckon  that 
'"' 'no\'^ No'    ^^  tithe,  amongft  the   other  fufferings   that  you  fend  up,   and 
yj.r;f5       ^°  ^^^^  ^^^  fame  care  of  recording  all  taken  away  upon  that 
%,'.ii.  account,  in  your  book  of  fufferings.      1678. 

Suff.  ifffjj^ar.  7.— Queries  2,  ^  XF, 

II  It  is  the  fenfe  of  this  meeting,  that  executors  who  have  a  tefti- 
mony for   truth,    have  a   teftimony  againft  the  paying  of  the 
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tithes  pretended  to  be  due  from  the  teftator  being  a  friend,   and 
ought  to  bear  his  teftimony  againft  payment  thereof.     1682. 

With  refped:  to  a  propofal  about  taking  a  farm,  and  agreeing  1 2 
to  pay  fo  much  the  more  to  be  exempt  from  tithes  ;  it  is 
left  to  the  feveral  monthly  and  quarterly  meetings  to  advife 
friends  to  be  careful  that  nothing  be  done  that  tends  to  weaken 
our  teftimony  againft  tithes  by  any,  and  that  fuch  be  admoniftied. 
as  they  fee  caufe.     1696. 

Advifed,  that  our  ancient  Chriftian  teftimony  againft  tithes  be  13 
not  avoided  or  fhunned  by  any  indirect  ways  or  courfes,  with 
landlords,  or  otherwife :  and  that  friends  be  careful  to  keep  a 
true  record  of  the  value  of  what  is  taken  from  them  on  that  ^.a-,.io. 
account,  in  the  field  or  otherwife,  whether  it  exceed  the  demand 
or  not,  with  the  refpedive  date  of  each  fuffering,  and  the  time 
w^hen  any  fuit  is  commenced.     1698*  P.  E. 

This  meeting  taking  notice  that  in  many  places  advantages  are  14 
taken  of  friends,  by  making  ftoppages  upon  them  in  the  way  of 
trade,  or  by  debtors,  or  otherwife ;  or  by  kindred  or  neighbours 
laying  down  the  money  for  tithes,  or  church-rates  fo  called  ;  it  is 
recommended,  as  the  fenfe  and  advice  of  this  meeting,  to  the 
feveral  quarterly  and  monthly  meetings,  to  ftir  up  friends  in  their 
refpe£live  meetings  to  zeal  and  faithfulnefs  in  this  refped: ;  that 
they  may  not  connive  at  fuch  payments,  ftoppages,  or  difcounl- 
ings  on  fuch  accounts  ;  but  deal  plainly  and  earneftly  with  their 
relations  or  neighbours  who  ftiall  fo  pay,  or  others  who  fhall  fo 
flop  or  difcount ;  and  not  difcharge  the  debt  from  their  books, 
but  keep  the  debt  ftill  in  demand ;  and  be  as  careful  as  they  can 
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for  the  future,  to  keep  fuch  perfons,  as  much  as  in  them  lies,  out 
of  a  capacity  of  flopping  upon  them :  that  they  may  thereby 
difcourage  all  fuch  ways  of  proceeding,  which  tend  to  weaken 
or  leiTen  their  teftimony.  And  fuch  ftoppages  are  not  to  be 
brought  in  as  fufferings,  inafmuch  as  the  debt  is  not  thereby  dif- 
charged  ;  for  if  it  were,  the  ftoppage  would  be  allowed,  and  the 
teftimony  fuifered  to  fall. 

This  meeting  declares  it  is  its  fenfe  and  judgment,  that  no 
V.  No.  i8,         friend  in  truth  can  either  pay  or  receive  impropriate  tithes,  being 
inconfiflent  with  our  Chrillian  teftimony.     1703. 


"J.  No.  10. 


V'/" 


15  Whereas  it   appears,   that  the  method   of  taking  the  priefts* 

demands  without  warrant  or  due  form  of  law,  prevails  more  in 
fome  places  than  heretofore,  friends  are  therefore  entreated  to  be 
as  much  upon  their  guard  as  pofTible,  againft  the  introduction  of 
any  practices  that  may  tend  to  encourage  unfaithful nefs  or  collu- 
iion :  a  difpofition  altogether  unbecoming  the  nobility  of  truth, 
and  inconfiftent  with  the  uprightnefs  it  requires.     1750.  \V.  E, 

16.  As  it  appears  by  fome  accounts,  that  in  fome  places  the  officers, 

in  making  their  rates,  viz.  the  poor's  rate  which  is  by  ad:  of  parlia- 
ment, and  the  church-rate  or  fefs  fo  called  which  is  moftly  by  ec- 
ckfiaftical  law,  mix  them  together,  and  fometimes  [demands]  for 
the  prieft  ;  it  is  therefore  recommended,  that  friends  be  careful  to 
examine  into  the  faid  rates,  or  the  pariih-books,  that  they  may 
not  be  impofed  on,  it  being  contrary  to  law ;  and  fuch  rates  may 
be'  refufed,  and  if  warrants  are  granted  upon  fuch  rates,  they 
being  altogether  illegal  may  be  fet  afide.      1756. 

17  From  the  accounts  brought  to  this  meeting,  it  appears  that  In 
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divers  places  it  has  been  the  pradlice  to  receive  the  overplus  in 
money,  of  the  diftraints  made  from  friends  on  account  of  tithes, 
church-rates  fo  called,  and  other  ecclefiaftical  demands :  it  is  the 
advice  of  this  meeting,  that  friends  fhould  decline,  as  much  as 
may  be,  to  receive  fuch  overplus  when  offered,  in  a  diiFerent 
fpecies  from  that  which  was  diftrained.     1757. 

Notwithftanding  the  judgment  and  advice  frequently  given  by  i^ 
this  meeting  againft  the  payment  of  tithes,  and  more  particularly 
in  the  year  1703,  againft  the  payment  or  the  receiving  of  tithes; 
fome  perfons  who  go  under  our  name,  do  yet  continue  not  only 
to  pay  them,  but  fome  few  alfo  having  eftates  in  impropriate 
tithes  (which  are  the  fame  in  nature,  ground,  and  root,  with  the 
tithes  paid  to  the  priefts)  do  not  forbear  as  yet  to  receive  them ; 
to  the  great  dilhonour  of  our  holy  profefTion,  though  others 
have  confcientioufly  given  up  and  releafed  them :  this  meeting 
thereupon  doth  now  again  fignify,  that  for  any  amongft  us  to 
pay  or  receive  tithes  (which  were  a  part  of  the  ceremonial  law 
belonging  to  the  Levitical  priefthood,  abrogated  and  taken  away 
by  the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  his  death  on  the 
crofs)  doth  diredly  oppofe  and  tend  to  overthrow  the  ancient 
Chriflian  teftimony  of  truth  againft  tithes,  which  hath  been  borne 
by  friends  from  the  beginning  of  our  day,  not  only  by  word  and 
dodrine,  but  by  deep  fufferings,  and  fealed  even  with  the  blood 
of  fome  of  our  dear  and  faithful  brethren,  who  have  cheerfully 
laid  down  their  lives  by  long  and  hard  imprifonments,  in  con- 
firmation of  that  their  confcientious  teftimony. 

In  the  fenfe  hereof,  this  meeting  doth  earneftly  recommend  to 
the  feveral  monthly  meetings  of  friends,  if  they  fhould  find  any 
under  our  name  that  do  either  pay  or  receive  tithes,  that  they 
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ufe  their  bed  and  utmoft  endeavours,  In  the  fph'it  and  order  of 
the  gofpe],  and  in  the  exercife  of  great  tendernefs  and  brotherly 
kindnefs,  to  inform,  admonifh,  and  convince  all  fuch,  without 
refpedi:  of  perfons ;  in  order  to  bring  them  to  the  acknowledg- 
ment and  obedience  of  the  truth  in  that  particular ;  and  if,  after 
fuch  tender  and  gentle  dealing  with  them,  any  fuch  fhall  con- 
tinue in  their  unfaithful nefs,  that  then  the  monthly  meeting 
♦  unto  which  fuch  perfons  fhall  belong,  having  exercifed  Chriftian 

patience  and  forbearance  towards  fuch,  and  finding  itfelf  clear  in 
the  fight  of  God,  do  declare  that  fuch,  for  their  unfaithfulnefs  and 
oppofition  to  this  our  Chriftian  teftimony,  are  unworthy  to  be 
admitted  to  the  meetings  for  bufmefs  amongft  friends,  or  to  be 
received  to  join  in  the  colledions  made  by  friends  for  the  fervicc 
of  the  church  ;  and  if  after  that,  fuch  perfons  Ihall  perfift  in  fuch 
their  unfaithfulnefs  and  oppofition,  that  then  the  monthly  meet- 
-o.No.ii.  ing  proceed  further,  to  give  judgment  for  the  clearing  of  truth 
and  friends,  as  in  the  holy  counfel  and  wifdom  of  God  they  fhall 
be  direded  and  guided  therein.      1706. 


<•.  Xo.  31. 


19  It  IS  recommended,  that  friends  be  appointed  in  the  feveral  parts 

of  the  nation,  to  call  upon  their  members  to  bring  in  an  account 
of  their  fufferings  for  their  teftimony  againft  the  payment  of 
tithes,  &c.  and  to  inquire  v/hether  fuch  as  bring  in  no  accounts 
do  ftand  clear  in  their  teftimony :  and  if  they  find  any  deficient, 
and  they  perfift  in  the  fame,  that  fuch  friends  be  deaU  with  purfu- 
ant  to  the  diredions  and  former  advices  of  this  meeting. 

And  as  we  have  been  convinced  of  the  inconfiftency  of  tithes 
with  the  nature  of  the  gofpel  difpenfation,  it  is  our  neceffary  duty 
to  ad  agreeably  to  fuch  convidions ;  and  if  fufferings  for  our 
teftimony  fhall  be  the  confequence  of  our  obedience  thereto,  It 
will  become  us,  after  the  example  of  the  primitive  Chriftians, 
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clieerfully  to  fubmlt,  and  to  take  joyfully  the  fpolling  of  our 
goods ;  that  fo  we  may  prefer  ve  a  confcience  void  of  offence  to- 
wards God,  and  at  the  fame  time,  by  our  Chriftian  meeknefs  and    >v.  m,  g, 
innocent  deportment,  give  reafonable  evidence  of  our  fmcerity 
to  men.      1737. 

We  earneftly  exhort  and  befeech  quarterly  meetingSj  carefully  20 
to  infped  and  confider  the  ftate  of  their  monthly  meetings  ;  and  "■'■  Qh"'"  *• 
when  weaknefs  and  remillhefs  are  manifeftly  apparent  therein, 
that  they  appoint  committees,  as  occafions  may  require,  to  affift 
them  in  extending  fuch  admonition  and  help  as  may  be  found 
neceflary ;  in  order  that  this  important  branch  of  our  teftimony, 
againft  the  receiving  and  paying  of  tithes,  as  well  as  every  other 
branch  thereof,  may  be  more  generally,  becomingly,  and  con- 
fiftently  fupported ;  and  that  friends  may  be  clear,  in  the  dif- 
charge  of  their  duty  to  God  and  to  each  other,  in  the  great  day 
of  account.      1772. 

This  meeting  recommends  to  general  pradtlce  what  hath  been        2 1 
found  of  great  ufe  in  many  places,  viz.  an  annual  appointment  in 
each  monthly  meeting  of  a  fuitable  number  of  friends,  to  apply 
for  an  account  of  fufferings  once  a  year  to  each  of  their  members    '^.  Queries 
liable  to  priefts'   demands,  tithes,  or  thofe  called  church-rates, 
alfo  demands  on  account  of  the  militia,  and  things  of  that  nature; 
and,  where  weaknefs  or  unfaithfulnefs  appears  in  any,  to  admi- 
nifter  fuch  advice  and  admonition  as  may  be  neceffary  for  their 
help :  and  the  monthly  meetings  are  requefled  to  take  due  care, 
that  thofe  appointed  for  this  fervice  be  faithful  and  judicious 
friends.      1780. 
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22  This   meeting  having  weightily   confidered  the  deficiencies, 

which  from  year  to  year  have  been  complained  of,  in  the  fupport 
of  our  Chriftian  teftimony  againft  tithes,  is  apprehenfive  that  they 
may  be  occafioned  in  degree  by  fome  milconftru6tion  of  the 
*  No.iS.  yearly  meeting  minute  of  1706,*  as  though  it  did  not  enjoin 
monthly  meetings  to  proceed  to  the  difownment  of  fuch  of  their 
members  as  perfifl  in  reje<5ting  the  admonition  of  their  brethren : 
wherefore  this  meeting  thinks  it  expedient  to  declare,  that  no 
fuch  exemption  from  the  invariable  iflue  of  our  dealings  with 
irreclaimable  delinquents,  is  confidered  by  this  meeting  to  be 
allowed  by  the  faid  minute.     1796. 

Andvld.  Family-Vif.  a.— Meet,  for  Suff.4-— Mi"-  &  Eld.  &c.  7,  /<j/7/<rr.— Queries!,  ^  VIL 
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ADVISED,  that  none  launch  Into  trading  and  worldly  bufi-  i 

nefs  beyond  what  they  can  manage  honourably  and  with  repu-^ 
tation ;  fo  that  they  may  keep  their  words  with  all  men,  that 
their  yea  may  prove  yea  indeed,  and  their  nay,  nay :  and  that 
they  ufe  few  words  in  their  dealings,  left  they  bring  diihonour 
to  the  truth.     1688.  P.  E. — 1675. 

It  is  advifed  and  earneftly  defired,  that  the  payment  of  juft  2 

debts  be  not  delayed  by  any  profefling  truth  beyond  the  time  "'''  ^''  ^' 
promifed  and  agreed  upon  ;  nor  occafion  given  of  complaint  to 
thofe  they  deal  with,  by  their  backwardnefs  of  payment  where 
no  time  is  limited ;  nor  any  to  overcharge  themfelves  with  too 
much  trading  and  commerce,  beyond  their  capacities  to  difcharge 
with  a  good  confcience  towards  all  men ;  and  that  all  friends 
concerned  be  very  careful  not  to  contrafl:  extravagant  debts, 
endangering  the  wronging  of  others  and  their  families  ;  which 
fome  have  done,  to  the  grieving  the  hearts  of  the  upright ;  nor 
to  break  their  promifes,  contracts,  or  agreements,  in  their  buying 
or  felling,  or  in  any  other  lawful  affairs,  to  the  injuring  them- 
felves or  others,  occafioning  ftrife  and  contention,  and  reproach 
to  truth  and  friends.  And  it  is  advifed,  that  all  friends  that  are 
entering  into  trade,  or  that  are  in  trade,  and  have  not  ftock* 
fufficient  of  their  own  to  anfwer  the  trade  they  aim  at,  be  very 
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cautious  of  running  themfelves  into  debt,  without  advifjng  with 
fome  of  their  ancient  and  experienced  friends  among  whom  they 
live;  and  more  efpecially  fuch  trading  as  hath  its  dependence 
upon  fea- adventures.     1692.  P.  E. 

3  It  is  earneflly  defired  that  friends  be  very  careful  to  avoid  all 

purfuit  after  the  things  of  this  world,  by  fuch  ways  and  means  as 
depend  too  much  on  hazardous  enterprifes  ;  but  rather  labour  to 
content  themfelves  with  fuch  a  plain  way  and  manner  of  living, 
as  is  moft  agreeable  to  the  felf-denying  principle  of  truth  which 
we  profefs ;  and  which  is  moft  conducive  to  that  tranquillity  of 
mind  that  is  requifite  to  a  religious  condudt  through  this  trouble- 
fome  world.     1724.  P.  E. — i8qi. 

A  If  through  adverfe  accidents  any  fhould  fail  in  paying  their 

*■  N*.  s-         juft  debts,  and  fhould  after  a  compofition  with  their  creditors  be 

fo  far  bleffed  and  profpered  in  their  affairs,  as  to  be  capable  of 

paying  their  deficiencies,  it  is  the  earned  defire  and  advice  of  this 

meeting,  that  they  do  not  omit  the  fame.      1727.   P.  E. 

5  And   it  is  the  fenfe  and  judgment  of  this  meeting,  if  any 

fall  fhort  of  paying  their  juft  debts,  and  a  compofition  is  made 
with  their  creditors  to  accept  of  a  part  inflead  of  the  whole,  that, 
notwithftanding  the  parties  may  look  upon  themfelves  legally 
difcharged  of  any  obligation  to  pay  the  remainder,  yet  the  prin- 
■v.Kcu.  ciple  we  profefs,  enjoins  full  fatisfadiion  to  be  made,  if  ever  the 
debtors  are  of  ability.  And  in  order  that  fuch  may  the  better  re- 
trieve their  circumftances,  we  exhort  them  to  fubmit  to  a  manner 
of  living  in  every  refpecl  the  mofl  conducive  to  this  purpofe^ 
1759.  P.  E. 
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We  warn  all  againft  a  pernicious  pradice,  too  much  prevailing  6 

amongft  the  trading  part  of  mankind,  which  hath  often  ifTued  in 
the  ruin  of  thofe  concerned  therein,  viz.  that  of  raifnig  and  cir- 
culating a   fiditious  kind   of  paper-credit,    with    indorfemenrs 
and  acceptances,  to   give  it  an  appearance  of  value  without  an 
intrinfic  reality :  a  pradice  highly  unbecoming  that  uprightnefs 
which  ought  to  appear  in  every  member  of  our  religious  fociety, 
and  of  which  therefore  we  think  it  our  incumbent  duty  to  de- 
clare our  difapprobation,  and  difunity  therewith,  as  abfolutely  in- 
confiftent  with  the  truth  we  make  profeiTion  of.     We  are  alfo 
engaged  to  caution  every  individual  againft  imprudently  entering 
into  joint  fecurities  with   others ;  for  by  thefe  pradices  many 
innocent   wives   and    children  have  been  inevitably  and  unex- 
pededly  involved  in  ruinous  and  deplorable  circumftances.     We 
therefore  earneftly  defire  friends  to  keep  ftridly  on  their  guard, 
that  none,  through  any  fpecious  pretences  of  rendering  ads  of 
friendfhip  to  others  with  fafety  to  themfelves,  may  rifk   their 
own   peace  and   reputation,  and  the  fecurity  of  their  families : 
in  order  hereunto,  we  recommend  this  falutary  advice  of  the  wife 
man  to  their  efpecial  notice  and  regard :  "  Be  not  thou  one  of   Prov.  xkW. 
*'  them  that  ftrike  hands,   or  of  them  that  are  fureties  for  debts.       ^  '*^' 
"  If  thou  haft  nothing  to  pay,  why  fhould  he  take  av^^ay  thy  bed 
"  from  under  thee  ?  "     I77i«  P.  E. 

Dear  friends,  the  continuance  of  covetoufnefs  and  of  earthly-  7 

mindednefs  in  many,  calls  upon  us  to  endeavour  to  awaken  fuch    *'  ^7'!°f' 
as  are  infeded  with  it,  to  a  fenfe  of  what  they  are  purfuing,  and 
at  what  price.     The  Great  Mafter  hath  Ihewn  the  unprohtable- 
nefs  of  the  whole  world,  compared  with  one  immortal, foul ;  and 
yet  many  are  purfuing  a  delufive  portion  of  it,  at  the  expenfe  of 
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their  fouls'  interefts.  But  were  all  thus  awakened,  what  place 
would  be  found  for  extenfive  fchemes  in  trade,  and  fiditious 
credit  to  fupport  them  ?  To  mix  with  the  fpirit  of  the  world  in 
the  purfuit  of  gain,  would  then  be  a  fubjed;  of  dread  ;  and  con- 
tentment under  the  allotment  of  Providence,  a  fure  means  of 
prefervation.      1788.   P.  E. 

8  Circumfcribed  even  as  we   are  more  than   many,    it  is  not 

unufual,  in  our  purfuit  of  the  things  of  this  life,  for  our  gain 
and  out"  convenience  to  clafh  with  our  teftimony.  O  then  may 
we  be  willing  to  paufe,  and  give  time  for  thofe  paflions  to  fubfide, 
which  would  hurry  us  to  the  accomplifhment  of  the  defired  pur- 
pofe,  ere  the  ftill  voice  of  wifdom  be  diftindly  heard,  to  guide 
us  in  the  way  in  which  we  fhould  go  !      1795.  P.  E. 

g  We  find  it  our  duty  to  remind  our  refpe£live  members,  of  the 

"^'Tem'  %  remarkable  uprightnefs  and  honefty  of  our  friends  in  the  begin- 
ning, in  their  commerce  and  converfe.  How  exa£l  were  they 
in  performing  their  words  and  promifes,  without  evafive  excufes 
and  infmcere  dealings  !  how  careful  not  to  involve  themfelves 
in  bufmefs  which  they  underftood  not,  nor  had  ftock  of  their 
own  to  manage  !  how  circumfpedt  not  to  contract  greater  debts 
than  they  were  able  to  pay  in  due  time  !  which  brought  great 
credit  and  reputation  to  our  religious  fociety.  But  with  forrow 
we  obferve,  that,  contrary  to  their  example,  and  the  repeated  ad- 
vices formerly  given  by  this  meeting  againft  an  inordinate  pur- 
fuit after  riches,  too  many  have  launched  into  trades  and  bufmefs 
above  their  ftocks  and  capacities ;  by  which  unjuftifiable  pro- 
ceedings, and  high  living,  they  have  involved  themfelves  and 
families  in  trouble  and  ruin,  and  brought  confiderable  lofs  upon 
others :  to  the  great  reproach  of  our  holy  profeiTion. 
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We  therefore  recommend  to  friends  in  their  refpedive  quar- 
terly and  monthly  meetings,  to  have  a  watchful  eye  over  all  their 
members ;  and  where  they  obferve  any  deficient  in  difcharging 
their  contradls  and  juft  debts  in  due  time,  fo  as  to  give  reafonable 
fufpicion  of  weaknefs  or  negligence,  that  friends  do  earneftly  ad- 
vife  them  to  a  fuitable  care  and  neceflary  infpedion  into  their 
circumftances,  in  order  that  they  may  be  helped  ;  and  if  any  pro- 
ceed contrary  to  fuch  advice,  and  by  their  failure  bring  open 
fcandal  and  reproach  on  the  fociety,  that  then  friends  juftifiably 
may  and  ought  to  teftify  agaiiiil  fuch  offenders.      1732.  P.  E. 

It  is  the  fenfe  and  judgment  of  this  meeting,  that   no  perfons         i  o 
■who  fliall  fail  in  paying  their  juft  debts,  ought  to  be  admitted  to 
a(St  in  meetings  for  difcipline,  until  they  have  made  fatisfad:ion 
to  the  monthly  meeting  they  belong  to,  and  done  what  is  ia 
their  power  to  take  off  the  reproach.     1737.  W.  E. 

It  IS  earneftly  recommended,  that  friends  frequently  infped  the  1 1 
ftate  of  their  affairs,  and  when  any  find  themfelves  unable,  or 
have  not  more  than  fufhcient,  to  pay  their  juft  debts,  that  they 
immediately  difclofe  their  circumftances  to  fome  judicious  friends, 
or  principal  creditors,  and  take  their  advice  how  to  a6:,  and  be 
particularly  careful  not  to  pay  one  creditor  in  preference  to  ano- 
ther. It  is  alfo  recommended  to  all  perfons  concerned  in  trade,, 
to  keep  their  accounts  in  fuch  a  clear  and  accurate  manner,  that  in 
cafe  of  failure,  their  creditors  may  fee  how  the  deficiency  has  hap- 
pened :  and  thofe  friends,  who  may  be  appointed  by  monthly  meet- 
ings to  vifit  thofe  who  have  failed,  fhould  always  inquire  of  their 
aflignees  or  truftees  how  they  have  adted  in  the  above  relpeds, 
and  report  to  the  meeting.     And  it  is  advifed,  that  when  friends 
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V.  Xa.  4  '^  5  • 


accept  the  office  of  truftee  or  affignee,  they  be  a6live  in  colle6ling 
the  efTecls  of  the  eftate,  and  punctual  in  making  a  fpeedy  diftri- 
bution.  And  it  is  the  judgment  of  this  meeting,  that  monthly 
or  other  meetings  ought  not  to  receive  collections  or  bequefts 
for  the  ufe  of  the  poor,  or  other  fervices  of  the  fociety,  of  perfons 
who  have  fallen  fhort  in  the  payment  of  their  juil  debts,  though 
legally  difcharged  by  their  creditors  ;  for  until  fuch  perfons  have 
paid  the  deficiency,  their  pofTeflions  cannot  in  equity  be  con- 
fidered  as  their  ow^n,      1782. 


12 


•s.  Queries 

a,  ^  r. 


This  meeting  obferving  from  fome  of  the  anfvt^ers  to  the 
queries,  that  the  advice  directed  to  be  annually  given  to  friends, 
as  to  a  careful  infpedlion  into  the  ftate  of  their  affairs  once  in  the 
year,  hath  been  no  otherwife  imparted  in  fome  places  than  by 
the  public  reading  of  the  query,  direds  that  monthly  meetings 
do  annually  make  appointments  of  fuitable  friends  to  communi- 
cate fuch  advice  to  the  members  individually.      1793* 


13 

•V.  Parents, 
&c.  4. 
Poor  .-?. 
Mod.& 
Temp.  3, 
J/? /Jr. 


We  do  not  condemn  induftry;  w^hich  we  believe  to  be  not 
only  praife-worthy ,  but  indifpenfable .  It  is  the  defire  of  great 
things,  and  the  engroffment  of  the  time  and  attention,  from 
which  we  defire  that  all  our  dear  friends  may  be  redeemed. 
We  doubtlefs  owe  duties  to  ourfelves  and  to  our  families ;  but 
we  owe  them  alfo  to  fociety ;  and  do  we  not  owe  even  our  own 
felves  to  our  all-wife,  all-proteding,  and  provident  Creator  ? 
1797.  P.  E. 


ArtdviJ.  Cond.  &  Converf.  i.  4.  7.— Family-Vif.  i.— Queries  2,  ^  V.  VIII.  3,  ^  VI.  5,  ^  ///. 
8,  Adv.  //.—Rem.  &  Sett.  9.— Slavc-Tr,  «cc.  1.  a,  3.  4-  7-  9.— War  3.  6.  7. 
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IT  hath  been  a  weighty  concern  on  this  meeting,  that  our 
ancient  and  honourable  teftimony  againft  being  concerned  in 
bearing  arms,  or  fighting,  may  be  maintained;  it  being  a  doctrine 
and  teftimony  agreeable  to  the  nature  and  defign  of  the  Chriftian 
religion,  and  to  the  unlverfal  love  and  grace  of  God.  This  tefti- 
mony, we  defire  may  be  ftridly  and  carefully  maintained,  by  a 
godly  care  and  concern  in  all  to  ftand  clear  therein ;  fo  fhall  we 
ftrengthen  and  comfort  one  another.     1730.  P.  E. 

We  think  it  neceflary  earneftly  to  recommend  to  monthly 
meetings,  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  over  their  members,  in  this 
important  branch  of  our  Chriftian  teftimony;  and  where  any 
inclination  toward  fuch  practices  appears,  that  timely  admoni- 
tion and  fuitable  counfel  be  given,  in  the  fpirit  of  love  and  meek- 
nefs.  And  as  we  are  called  out  of  wars  and  fightings,  fo  let 
them  be  as  feldom  as  pofTible  the  fubjeds  of  our  converfation  ; 
but  let  a  holy  care  reft  upon  us,  to  abide  in  that  power  which 
gives  dominion  over  the  hopes  and  fears  that  arife  from  the 
concerns  of  an  unftable  world,  and  tend,  as  they  are  admitted 
into  the  mind,  to  lelTen  the  truft  on  that  Rock  which  is  im- 
movable.    1757.  P.  E. 

We  defire  afrefh  to  prefs  upon  all  our  members,  the  neceffity 
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of  a  peaceful  and  innocent  demeanour  amongft  men  ;  and  efpe- 
>».  No.  6  '^  7.  cially,  let  all  be  careful  not  to  feek  or  accept  profit  by  any  concern 
in  the  preparations  fo  extenfively  making  for  war :  for  how  re- 
proachfully inconfiftent  would  it  be,  to  refufe  an  adive  compli- 
ance with  warlike  meafures ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  not  to 
hefitate  to  enrich  ourfelves  by  the  commerce  and  other  circum- 
ftances  dependent  on  war  !      179B.  P.  E. 


9.  iVe.  6. 


4  A  complaint  being  made  about  fome  fhlp-mafters,  who  pro- 

fefs  the  truth  and  are  efteemed  Quakers,  carrying  guns  in  their 
fliips,  fuppofing  thereby  to  defend  and  fecure  themfelves  and 
their  flilps,  contrary  to  our  principle  and  pradice,  and  to  the 
endangering  of  their  own  and  others'  lives  thereby  ;  alfo  giving 
occafion  of  more  fevere  hardfhips  and  fufferings  to  be  inflided  on 
fuch  friends  as  are  preffed  into  fhips  of  war,  who,  for  confer- 
ence fake,  cannot  fight  or  deftroy  men's  lives  ;  it  is  therefore  re- 
commended to  the  monthly  and  quarterly  meetings  whereunto 
fuch  fhip-mafters  belong,  to  deal  with  them  in  God's  wifdom,  and 
tender  love,  to  ftir  them  up  and  awaken  their  confciences  ;  that 
they  may  ferioufly  confider  how  they  injure  their  own  fouls  in 
fo  doing,  and  what  occafion  they  give  to  make  the  truth  and 
friends  to  fuffer  by  their  declenfion,  and  acting  contrary  there- 
unto through  difobedience  and  unbelief,  placing  their  fecurity 
in  that  which  is  altogether  infecure  and  dangerous :  which  we 
are  really  forry  for,  and  fincerely  defire  their  recovery,  and  fafety 
•from  deftrudion,  that  their  faith  and  confidence  may  be  in  the 
arm  and  power  of  God.      1693.  P»  E. 

It  having  been  reprefented-to  this  meeting,  that  fome  profefling 
to  be  of  our  fociety  have  of  late  flighted  and  neglected  our  ancient 
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and  Chrlftian  teftimony  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  be  concerned  in 
privateering,  or  as  owners  of  fhips  going  with  letters  of  marque ; 
which  is  a  flagrant  and  lamentable  departure  from  our  peaceable 
principle  (which  hath  always  been  to  confide  in  the  protection 
and  providence  of  Almighty  God,  and  not  in  weapons  of  war), 
and  a  pradice  that  may  be  attended  with  injuftice,  barbarity,  and 
bloodfhed : 

This  meeting  having  taken  this  forrowful  and  affliding  cafe, 
and  breach  of  our  ancient  teftimony,  into  our  ferious  confidera- 
tion,  have  thought  it  our  incumbent  duty  to  bear  our  teftimony 
againft  fuch  practices ;  and  it  is  the  unanimous  fenfe  of  this 
meeting,  that  all  monthly  meetings  ought  fpeedily  to  deal  with 
all  perfons  found  in  the  pradice  of  fuch  things,  in  the  fpirit 
of  truth  and  love,  in  order  to  bring  them  to  a  fenfe  of  their 
error,  and  to  reclaim  them  from  it ;  which  if  they  cannot  do, 
then  to  teftify  againft  them,  and  let  them  know  we  have  no  unity 
or  fellowfhip  with  them.     1744.  W.  E. 

It   is   recommended   to   the  feveral  quarterly   and   monthly  6 

meetings,  that  all  concerned  in  armed  veflels  be  dealt  with  accord- 
ing to  the  minute  of  1744;*  and  it  is  recommended  to  friends  »av5. 
every  where,  to  take  into  their  ferjous  confideration  the  incon- 
fiftency  of  any  under  our  profeflion  fuffering  their  temporal  in- 
tereft  to  induce  them  in  any  manner  to  contribute  to  the  purpofes 
of  war.     1 78 1. 

If  any  be  concerned  in  fabricating  or  felling  inftruments  of  7 

war,  let  them  be  treated  with  in  love;  and  if  by  this  unre- 
claimed, let  them  be  further  dealt  with  as  thofe  whom  we  cannot 
own.      And  we  entreat   that   when   warlike  preparations  arc 

c  c  2 


203 


204 


WAR. 

making,  friends  be  watchful  left  any  be  drawn  into  loans,  arming 
or  letting  out  their  Ihips  or  vefTels,  or  otherwife  promoting  the 
deftrudion  of  the  human  fpecies.      1790*  W.  E. 

8  We  feel  not  inclined,  though  war  yet  continues  to  defolate  the 

earth,  to  repeat  our  advices  on  that  head,  or  to  refume  the 
fubjeO:  further  than  to  remark  how  thankful  we  ought  to  be, 
in  that  we  are  ftill  permitted  to  meet  together,  as  we  have  done  at 
this  time,  in  brotherly  fellowfhip  and  mutual  condefcenfion ; 
whilft  the  world  around  us  is  tofled  with  the  tempeft  of  difcord. 
O  friends,  may  we  confider  it  as  an  incitement  to  fuffer  every 
thing  which  tends  to  contention,  to  be  eradicated  from  our  hearts; 
and,  under  the  influence  of  the  heavenly  Hufbandman,  to  culti- 
vate, with  unwearied  afliduity  and  patience,  all  thofe  difpofitlons 

V.  Cond.  &  which  make  for  peace  ;  things  whereby  we  may  edify  one  ano- 
ther ;  yea,  things  by  which  we  may  evince  to  our  fellow-men  at 

*.  Civ.  Gov.  large,  that  we  are  really  redeemed  from  the  fpirit  of  contefts, 
'  '■  and  truly  the  difciples  of  a  merciful  Redeemer,  whofe  holy, 

pure,  and  undefiled  religion  is  a  fyftem  of  univerfal  love  !  1797* 
P.  E. 

A/uIvid.  Civ.  Gov.  10.— Meet,  for  Su£F.  4.— Militia  l.  ».— Queries  »,  :^.  Fill. 
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KNOWING  how  quickly  many  are  removed  by  death,  it  I 

is  weightily  recommended  that  care  be  taken  in  each  monthly  ""'  ^*-  ^* 
meetings  that  friends  who  have  eftates  to  difpofe  of,  by  will  or 
otherwife,  be  advifed  to  make  their  wills  in  time  of  health,  and 
ilrength  of  judgment,  and  to  difpofe  of  their  fuWlance  as  in 
juftice  and  wifdom  may  be  to  their  fatisfadion ;  to  prevent  the 
inconveniences,  lofs,  and  trouble  that  may  fall  upon  their  relations 
and  friends,  through  their  dying  inteftate.  Making  fuch  wills 
in  due  time  can  Ihorten  no  man's  days,  but  the  omillion  or 
delay  thereof  has  proved  very  injurious  to  many,  1691.  P.  E. 
— 1695.  ^*  ^' — ^7^3*  P»  E. 

Recommended,  that  friends  who  have  young  children,  do  in  2 

their  wills  appoint  faithful  friends  to  be  guardians  to  them,  till 
they  come  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.     1706. 

Advifed,  that  friends  take  care  that  none  do  unadvifedly  bring  3 

themfelves,  or  others,  into  fufferings,  by  undertaking  trufts  or 
cxecutorfhips,  v^rhen  they  cannot  legally  and  confiftently  dif- 
charge  the  truft,     lyi^* 


2o6  WILLS,     EXECUTORS, 

4  Executors  and  tmftees,  concerned  In  wills  and  fettlements,  are 
advlfed  to  take  efpecial  care  that  they  faithfully  difcharge  their 
refpedlive  truPcs  according  to  the  intent  of  the  donors  and  tefta- 
tors ;  and  that  all  charitable  gifts,  legacies,  bequefts,  and  fettle- 
ments of  eflates,  by  will  or  deed,  intended  and  given  for  the  ufe 
of  the  poor,  the  aged,  the  impotent,  or  putting  poor  friends* 
children  to  education  or  apprenticefhips,  may  not  be  appropri- 
ated or  converted  to  any  other  ufes  than  fuch  as  the  donors  and 
teftators  have  directed  and  enjoined  by  legal  fettlement,  will,  or 
teftament.      17 15. 

5  As  in  cafes  of  adminiftration  to  the  eftate  or  effeds  of  de- 
ceafed  perfons,  a  bond  is  required  in  the  ecclefiaftical  courts, 
w^here  the  fame  is  granted ;  which  bond  contains  feveral  titles 
and  defignations  of  the  archbifhops  or  bifliops,  which  it  is  incon- 
fiftent  with  our  re'ligious  principles  to  acknowledge,  fuch  as  'The 
'  moft'  or  *  right  reverend  father  in  God* — *by  divine  providence, 
'  lord',  &:c.  and  as  fome  friends  have  fcrupled  to  fign  fuch  bonds 
on  that  account,  and  have  been  permitted  to  ftrike  out  the  ex- 
ceptionable parts ;  it  is  therefore  recommended  to  friends  in  fuch 
cafes,  to  offer  a  bond  in  the  underwritten  form ;  or  at  lead  to 
endeavour  to  obtain  confent  to  ftrike  out  fuch  parts  as  are  incon- 
fiftent  with  our  principles.     I773» 

For77t  of  a  Bond, 

Know  all  men  by  thefc  frefents^  that  we  are 

become  bound  unto  ,  arcbbi/hop  [or  b'ljhop^  as  the 

cafe  may  be]  of  ,  /;;  thefum  of  pounds 

of  good  and  lawful  money  of  Great-Britain^  to  be  paid  to  the  f aid 
archbifjop  [or  bifjop^,  or  his  certain  attorney^  executors^  adminiftra^ 
tors^  or  ajjigns :  for  which  payment^  well  and  truly  to  be  made^  we 
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hind  Qiirf elves ^  and  each  of  us y  for  the  whole ^  our  heirs ^  executors^ 
and  adminiftrators ^firmly  by  thefe  prefents.  Sealed  isoith  ourjeals^ 
dated  the  day  of  the  months  called  , 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thoufand  hundred  and 

[Here  to  follow  the  condition  of  the  Bond.] 

Advifed,  that  friends  in  making  their  wills  have  a  ftrid  re-  6 

gard  to  juftice  and  equity,  and  be  not  aduated  by  caprice  and 
prejudice,  to  the  injury  of  thofe  who  may  have  a  reafonable  ex- 
pectation from  their  kindred  and  near  connexion  -,  nor  carry 
any  refentment,  though  occafion  may  have  been  given  or  taken, 
to  the  grave,  remembering  we  all  ftand  in  need  of  mercy  and 
forgivenefs  :  alfo  that  none  poflpone  making  their  wills  to  a 
fick-bed,  an  improper  feafon  to  fettle  our  outward  affairs,  in  the 
painful  flruggles  of  nature,  even  if  we  ihould  be  favoured  with 
a  clear  underflanding ;  which  ought  not  to  be  diverted  from  a 
folemn  confideration  of  the  approaching  awful  period  of  life. 

Friends  are  earneftly  recommended  to  employ  perfons  fkilful  v.  Lib.  to  the 
in  law,  and  of  good  repute,  to  make  their  wills  ;  as  great  incon- 
venience and  lofs,  and  fom_etimes  the  ruin  of  families,  have 
happened  through  the  unfkilfulnefs  of  fome  who  have  taken 
upon  them  to  make  wills.  And  all  friends  who  may  become 
executors  or  adminiflrators,  are  advifed  to  make  a  full,  clear, 
and  proper  inventory  of  the  eftate  and  effeds  of  the  deceafed  as 
foon  as  poffible  after  the  interment,  as  many  difficulties  and  dif- 
putes  have  arifen  for  want  of  it,  where  it  has  been  deferred  ;  and 
feeing  in  the  affirmation  made  at  proving  a  will,  there  is  a  pro- 
mife  to  make  fuch  inventory.      1782. — 1801. 

JnJ%:U.  Arbitr.  2 Q^_eries  8,  vf(/y.  ?'/, — Tithes  I r. 


[       208       ] 


WOMEN'S      MEETINGS. 


ADVISED  to  encourage  faithful  women's  meetings,  and  the 
fettling  of  them  where  they  are  wanting,  and  may  with  conveni- 
ence be  fettled ;  knowing  their  fervice,  and  what  need  there  is  alfo 
of  their  godly  care  in  the  church  of  Chrift,  in  divers  weighty 
refpeds  proper  to  them.     169 1.  P,  E. 

Our  women's  meetings  being  fet  up  and  approved  in  the  love 
of  God,  and  by  his  wifdom  and  power;  and  being  of  manifefl 
fervice,  and  helpful  in  the  church ;  it  is  the  earnefl  defire  and 
advice  of  this  meeting,  that  they  may  be  upheld  and  encouraged, 
where  they  are  fettled,  by  monthly  and  quarterly  meetings ;  and 
that  in  counties  and  places  where  they  are  not,  it  be  the  care 
of  the  quarterly  meetings  to  endeavour  they  may  be  fet  up  and 
encouraged  in  proper  and  convenient  places,  where  they  may 
be  moft  ferviceable  and  helpful.      1707.  P.  E. 

Advifed,  that  friends  in  all  places  encourage  the  fervice  of  the 
meetings  of  faithful  women,  and  that  quarterly  meetings  would 
help  and  affift  fuch  women  friends  in  fetting  up  monthly  meet- 
ings ;  wherein  they  may  wait  for  divine  wifdom  to  give  proper 
advice  to  thofe  of  their  own  fex  ;  and  that  proceedings  in  relation 
AV6,  to  marriage  be  laid  before  fuch  meetings,  and  the  clearnefs  of 

the  perfons  concerned  be  inquired  into  by  them :  which  method, 
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we  apprehend,  will  render  our  grave  and  folid  women  help- 
meets to  the  brotherhood  in  the  difcipline,  and  conduce  to  the 
edification  of  the  church.      1745. 

This  meeting  agrees,  that  the  meeting  of  women  friends  held  4 

annually  in  this  city,  be  at  liberty  to  correfpond,  in  writing,  with  *" " "'  "^' 
the  quarterly  meetings  of  women  friends  ;  to  receive  accounts 
from  them,  and  to  iffue  fuch  advice  as  in  the  wifdoni  of  truth 
from  time  to  time  may  appear  neceflary,  and  conducive  to  their 
mutual  edification ;  and  that  the  faid  meeting,  be  denominated 
The  Yearly  Meeting  of  Women  Friends  held  in  London.  Yet 
fuch  meeting  is  not  to  be  fo  far  confidered  a  meeting  of  difci- 
pline, as  to  make  rules,  or  alter  the  prefent  queries,  without  the 
concurrence  of  this  meeting.      1784. 

This  meeting  taking   into   confideration   the   fervice  of  the  5 

women's  yearly  meeting,  and  obferving  that  the  minute  of  1784, 
by  which  it  was  eftablifhed,  doth  not  fufficiently  fet  forth  the  pro- 
per conftitution  of  fuch  a  meeting,  agrees  that  the  feveral  quar- 
terly meetings  of  women  friends  are  at  liberty  to  appoint  two  or 
more  of  their  members  to  meet  in  London,  at  the  time  of  holding 
this  meeting ;  neverthelefs  fo  that  the  number  from  any  wo- 
men's quarterly  meeting,  do  not  exceed  that  of  the  reprefenta- 
tives  allowed  to  be  appointed  by  the  men's  quarterly  meeting  ^  vearv 
for  the  fame  diftrid:  ;  which  meeting  of  women  fo  appointed 
fhall  be  denominated  The  Yearly  Meeting  of  Women  Friends 
held  in  London.  And  this  meeting  is  further  of  the  judgment, 
that  the  feveral  women's  quarterly  meetings  fliould  annually  fend 
to  their  yearly  meeting,  anfwers  in  writing  to  the  queries  v.  Queries  3. 
proper  to  the  women  friends.     But  the  faid  yearly  meeting  is 

D  d 
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not  at  liberty  to  make  or  alter  any  rules  of  difcipline,  or  queries, 
1790. 

6  On  confidering  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  difcipline  com- 

mitted to  women  friends,  it  is  our  judgment,  that  its  nature  is, 
as  expreffed  by  the  minutes  of  the  yearly  meeting,  to  come  up 
to  the  help  of  their  brethren  in  the  difcipline  of  the  church. 

As  to  its  extent,  it  is  within  their  allotment 

V.  Quenes  3,  I.  To  iufpcdl  and  relieve  the  wants  of  the  poor  of  their  own 

<^  VIII.  . 

fex  ;  and  to  apply  to  the  men's  meetings  for  the  means,  and  for 
their  concurrence,  as  cafes  fhall  require : 

II.  To  take  cognizance  of  propofals  for  marriage,  conformably 
V. Marriages,     to  the  rulcs  ou  that  fubjedt. 

III.  They  are  to  join  in  certificates  of  removal  for  women 
♦  Rem.&sctt.    friends,  according  to  the  minute  of  1791.*     In  order  whereto, 

in  cafes  of  the  removal  of  women  friends,  the  women's  monthly 
meeting,  on  notice  from  the  men's  meeting,  is  to  appoint  one  or 
two  of  its  members  to  make  the  necefTary  inquiry,  and  to  report 
the  refult  thereof  to  the  friend  or  friends  appointed  to  inquire  by 
the  men's  meeting. 

IV".  They  are  alfo,  on  receiving  from  the  men's  meeting  certi- 
ficates for  women  friends,  to  make  appointments  to  vifit  the  per- 
fons  removed  into  the  compafs  of  the  monthly  meeting,  accord- 

f  Rcm.&sett.     ing  to  the  recommendation  of  ijgo.f 

V,    They   are   to    have  overfeers,    agreeably  to  their  ninth 

jQ(.encs3,  query.  J  In  order  to  which,  when  it  is  necefiiiry  that  women 
overieers  be  appointed,  the  women's  monthly  meeting  is  to  ap- 
point a  committee,  which  is  to  join  a  committee  to  be  appointed 
by  the  men's  monthly  meeting.  The  joint  committee  is  to 
nominate  the  overfeers,  and  the  names  of  the  women  then  nomi- 
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nated  are  to  be  reported  to  the  women's  monthly  meeting,  and, 
after  being  approved  by  the  faid  meeting,  fent  to  the  men's 
meeting  for  confirmation. 

VI.  The  women's  monthly  meeting,  at  the  defire  of  the  men's 
monthly  meeting,  fliould  make  appointments  to  join  the  men  in 
vifiting  fuch  women  as  apply  for  admiffion,   or  reinftatement,    *.  conv.  Per- 
into  memberfhip ;  and  the  report  of  the  committee  is  to  be  made 

to  the  men's  monthly  meeting,  which  is  to  inform  the  women's 
mee-ting  of  the  conclufion. 

VII.  In  cafes  of  delinquency  of  women  friends,  when  the 
women'^s  monthly  meeting,  after  due  exercife  of  private  labour, 
believes  it  neceffary  to  record  any  of  its  members  as  delinquents, 
it  is  to  inform  the  men's  meeting  thereof.  The  women  then,  if 
the  men  do  not  take  up  the  matter  exclufively,  are  to  pro- 
ceed to  deal  with  the  delinquent,  and  report  the  refult  of  their 
labours  to  the  men's  meeting ;  but  if  the  men's  meeting  fhould 
fee  it  expedient  to  join  them  in  the  dealing,  the  report  of  the 
joint  committee  is  to  be  made  to  the  men's  meeting,  which,  in 
either  cafe,  is  to  inform  the  women's  meeting  of  its  determina- 
tion. No  proceedings  of  the  women  only,  are  to  be  a  fufficient 
ground  for  a  teftimony  of  difownment.      1792. — i8oi. 

And'vid.  Difdpl.  &c,  I,  ijl  par.  ■iS' /«/}.— -Monthly  Meet.  8.— Prep.  Meet,  i— ^iierles  3.  4.  6.  7.  8. 
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1  FOR  better  managing,  ordering,  and  regulating  the  public 
affairs  of  friends,  relating  to  truth,  and  the  fervice  thereof,  it  is 
agreed  that  a  general  meeting  be  held  in  London  annually- 
1672. 

2  This  meeting  taking  into  confideration  the  expediency  of  a 
more  convenient  arrangement  of  the  feveral  fittings  of  the  yearly 
meeting,  and  other  meetings  connected  therewith,  agrees  on  the 
following  plan  : 

v.Min.&Eid.  The  yearly  meeting   of  minifters  and  elders  to  begin 

A,thpar.  on  the  day  after  the  third  Firft-day  in  the  Fifth  Month,  at  Ten 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  to  proceed  the  remainder  of  that 
day,  and  Third-day  morning,  with  its  bufinefs. 

The  adjourned  general  meeting  for  Ackworth  fchool, 
to  be  held  on  Third-day  afternoon  at  Four. 

The  yearly  meeting  at  large  to  fit  down  on  Fourth-day 
morning  at  Ten.  Meetings  for  worlhip  to  be  held  on  Sixth-day 
morning  at  Ten.      1798. 

3  The  good  and  bleffed  intent  and  end, of  this  and  all  our  affem- 
♦.  jvi.5.          blies,  is,  with  the  Lord's  affiftance,  for  his  honour:  in  the  pro- 
moting and  maintaining  of  our  Chriftian  fociety  and  religion, 
in  life  and  pradlice,  in  all  the  parts  and  branches  thereof.      1695. 
P.  E. 
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It  is  the  fervent  defire  of  this  meeting,  that  the  bufinefs  and  4 

concerns  thereof  be  folidly,  in  the  fear  of  God,  managed  and 
carried  on,  without  contention  or  ftriving,  and  with  as  few 
words,  and  in  as  pertinent  expreflions  to  the  matter  in  hand,  as 
may  be,  for  expediting  the  affairs  thereof  without  lofs  of  time, 
or  any  ways  difordering  the  meeting ;  but  one  at  a  time  fpeaking, 
and  ftanding  up,  that  all  things  may  be  done  decently,  and  in 
good  order.      1710. 

The  intent  and  defign  of  our  annual  aflemblies,  in  their  firft  5 

cpnftitution,  was  for  a  great  and  weighty  overfight  and  Chriftian 
care'  of  the  affairs  of  the  churches  pertaining  to  our  holy  pro- 
feflion  and  Chriftian  communion ;  that  good  order,  true  love,  ^  j  ^^^  & 
unity,  and  concord  may  be  faithfully  followed  and  maintained  umty,/>^. 
among  all  of  us,  as  a  peculiar  people,  called  and  chofen  out  of 
the  world,  and  the  errors  and  corruptions  thereof ;  knowing  alfo, 
that  fmcere  love  and  union  in  general  will  be  a  great  caufe  of 
truth's  profperity  among  ourfelves,  and  of  the  prevalency  thereof 
oven-the  world,  and  the  fpirit  of  it :  all  which  ferioufly  con- 
fidered,  we  fmcerely  defire  and  humbly  hope,  that  God  will  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  more  and  more  to  put  into  the  hearts  of  friends 
and  brethren,  to  be  zealoully  concerned  that  univerfal  love,  true 
union,  peace,  and  concord  be  followed  and  maintained  in  all 
the  churches  of  Chrift ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  all  enmity,  divi- 
fions,  difcord,  and  ftrife,  watched  againft  and  fhut  out,  that  the 
power  and  peace  of  our  God  may  prevail  and  rule  in  all  hearts. 
1718.     P.  E. 

That  this  meeting  confift  of  reprefentatives  from  every  quar-  6 

terly  meeting  in  Great-Britain,   and  from  the  national  meeting 
in   Ireland ;  each   quarterly   meeting   to  depute  four  ;  but  the 
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county  of  York,  in  conrideration  of  its  extent,  is  allowed  to  fend 
eight,  and  London  twelve ;  likewife  of  fuch  miniftering  friends 
as  may  be  in  town,   and  of  the  correfpondents,  or  members  of 
*suff"3.°'       the  meeting  for  fufferings.     1728. — 1730. — 1782. — 1801. 

7  That  the  quarterly  meetings  be  careful  annually  to  depute  fuch 
friends  to  attend  the  fervice  of  the  yearly  meeting,  as  are  men 
fearing  God,  of  good  converfation,  weighty  fpirits,  prudent  and 
fmcere,  well  acquainted  w^th  the  affairs  of  truth,  and  diligent  at- 
tenders  of  meetings  for  difcipline  at  home ;  whofe  practice  and 
converfation  is  anfwerable  to  the  teftimony  they  profefs  to 
bear; — men  known  to  be  faithful  and  confcientious.  17 14* 
P.  E.—  i 733.  R  E.— 1743.  W.  E. 

8  This  meeting  directs,  that  the  names  of  the  reprefentatives  to 
^Mhi.^&Eid.     t^'is  meeting,  and  alfo  to  the  yearly  meeting  of  minifters  and 

elders,  be  entered  under  the  anfwers  to  the  refpedive  queries, 
previoufly  to  the  fignatures  of  the  clerks  of  the  feveral  quarterly 
meetings,      j  790. 

A  It  is  defired,  that  the  reprefentatives  do  deliver  in  their  names 

in  writing,  and  for  what  places,  to  the  clerk  of  the  meeting  for 
fufferings  in  London,  previoufly  to  the  fitting  of  this  meeting, 
that  they  may  be  entered  in  the  yearly  meeting  book ;  in  order 
to  fave  time,  and  that  the  names  may  be  entered  more  corredly. 

^753- 

iq  Ad\4fed,  that  no  reprefentatives  withdraw,  or  go  out  of  town, 

•before  the  meeting  end,  without  leave  firfl  requefted  and  granted  ; 
.that  the  fervice  of  the  meeting  may  not  be  negledled.      1709. 


&c.  37, 


YEARLY    MEETING.  ^15 

Agreed,  that  a  clerk  be  chofen  annually,  in  the  following        li 
manner,  viz. — that  the  feveral  quarterly  and  other  meetings  be    ^^■^''^^' 
divided  into  the  five  following  diflridls : 

North — Chefhire  and  StafFordfhire,  Cumberland  and 
Northumberland,  Durham,  Lancafhire,  Weftmoreland,  York- 
fhire,  Scotland ; 

South — Berkfhire  and  Oxfordfhire,  Hampfhire,  Kent, 
London  and  Middlefex,  Surry,  SufTex  : 

Eaft — Cambridgefhire  and  Huntingdonfhire,  Eflex,  Lin- 
colnfhire,  Norfolk  and  Norwich,  Suffolk  : 

Weft — Briftol  and  Somerfetfhire,  Cornwall,  Devonfhire, 
Dorfetftiire,  Gloucefterfhire  and  Wiltfhire,  Herefordihire  and- 
Worcefterfhire,  Wales : 

Midland — Bedfordihire  and  Hertfordftiire,  Buckingham- 
fhire,  Derbyfhire  and  Nottinghamfhire,  Northamptonfliire,  War- 
wickfhire,  Leicefterfhire,  and  Rutland  : 

And  that  the  clerk  be  annually  chofen  by  the  reprefentatives 
out  of  one  of  the  faid  diftrid:s,  in  the  courfe  and  order  as  now 
ftated.     1733- — 1 80 1. 

It  is  agreed,  that  the  reprefentatives  of  the  quarterly  meetings  12 
of  the  diftridt  which  is  to  choofe  the  clerk,  meet  for  that  purpofe 
at  the  clofe  of  the  firft  fitting  of  the  meeting,  and  that  they  report 
the  friend  chofen  to  the  next  fitting,  previoufly  to  any  other 
bufinefs ;  alfo  that  the  former  clerk  do  not  confider  himfelf  dif» 
charged  until  another  be  chofen.      1787. 

Agreed,  that  two  or  three  friends  be  appointed  to  revife  the        1 3 
minutes  of  each  day's  tranfadlions,  and  to  correct  any  flight  in- 
accuracies that  may  be  obferved  ;  and  if  any  alterations  or  cor- 
rections in  things  of  moment  appear  neceflary,  to  propofe  the 
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fame  to  the  meeting  at  its  next  fitting,  previoufly  to  any  other 
bufmefs ;  in  order  that  the  minutes  may  be  entered  with  due 
accuracy,  and  in  a  manner  clearly  to  be  comprehended.      1762. 

14  Agreed,  that  the  nomination  of  the  committee  for  auditing 
the  accounts,  be  made  by  fourteen  quarterly  meetings  as  they 
ftand  in  rotation,  each  naming  one  of  its  reprefentatives  for 
that  fervice  (by  which  means  all  the  quarterly  meetings  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  being  informed  how  the  money  col- 

:■  Natst./)^/j.  ledted  for  the  general  fervice  of  the  fociety  is  expended) ;  with 
fuch  other  friends  as  this  meeting  fhall  appoint  for  that  fervice. 
1752. 

15  Ordered,  that  all  letters  direded  to  the  yearly  meeting,  except 
from  fuch  meetings  as  regularly  correfpond  therewith,  be  firft 
perufed  by  two  or  three  friends  to  be  appointed,  who  are  to 
confider  and  report  whether  the  fame  be  proper  to  be  read  in 
this  meeting  or  not.      1736. 

16  This  meeting  defires,  that  all  propofitions  from  any  quarterly 
or  yearly  meeting  to  this  meeting,  be  delivered  in  writing,  and 
figncd  by  order  of  fuch  meeting.      1735. 

And  I'LL  Appeals,  /i/j/}.— Cond.  &  Gonverf.  6. — Meet,  for  SufF. /a/>. — Min.  &  Eld.  &c.  Z7,  3<j 
&  Sth  par.  28,  laji par, — Worn.  Meet.  4.  $, 
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No.  4. 


YOUTH. 


WE  earneftly  befeech  our  friends,  and  efpecially  the  youth, 
to  avoid  all  fuch  converfation  as   may  tend  to  draw  out  their 
minds  into  the  foolifh  and  wicked  paftimes  with  which  this  age 
aboundeth,   particularly  balls,    gaming-places,    horie-races,    and 
play-houfes,  thofe  nurferies  of  debaucheiy  and  wickednefs,  the       qu«-i"f"^' 
burthen  and  grief  of  the  fober  part  of  other  focieties,   as  well  as      ^i,%r'. 
of  our  own ;    things  wholly  unbecoming  a  people  under  the 
Chriftian  profeffion,  contrary  to  the  tenour  of  the  dodrine  of 
the.gofpel,  and  the  examples  of  the  heft  men  in  the  earlieft  ages 
of  the  church.     For,   as  "  Evil  communications  corrupt  good    i  Cor.  xv.  33. 
**  manners,"  fo  it  is  the  duty  of  men  profelling  religion,  who 
live  in  this  world   iu    order   to  obtain  a   better,    not  qnly   to 
fhake  their  hands  from  holding  of  bribes,  and  flop  their  ears    ifaiahxxKii;. 
from  hearing  of  blood,  but  alfo,  to  fhut  their  eyes  from  feeing 
evil.     1739-  P.  E. 

And  dearly  beloved  youth,  in  an  humble  fenfe  of  the  continued 
vifitations  of  the  Father's  love,  and  an  experience  of  their  blelTed 
effects,  we  entreat  you  by  the  mercies  of  God,  receive  its  holy 
impreffions,  fubmit  to  its  difcipline.  This  will  preferve  you  from 
the  deplorable  eifed  of  Satan's  transformations,  infpire  you  with 
holy  refolutions,  and  enable  you  to  maintain  them  in  all  godly 
converfation,  and  purity  of  life  and  faith  :  adorning  the  dodrine 
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of  the  gofpel  by  a  blamelefs  demeanour.  True  peace  will  then 
flow  as  a  river  in  your  own  minds,  and  the  fruits  of  the  tree  of 
righteoufnefs  be  brought  forth,  to  your  inexpreffible  confolation 
in  Chrift,  and  the  revival  of  Sion  ;  fo  that  by  and  through  you, 
{he  may  yet  appear  beautiful  to  the  fmcere-hearted.  1751. 
W.  E. 

3  Dearly  beloved  young  friends.  In  much  affedion  and  tender- 

nefs  we   exhort  you,  above  all  things,    to    give   diligent  heed 
and  attention  to  the  voice  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  fpeaking  in  the 
fecret  of  your  own  confciences,  reproving  for  evil,  and  fpeaking 
peace  when  you  do  well.    For  this,  as  it  is  clofely  and  reverently 
regarded,  will  not   only  feafon  your  minds  with  a   holy  fear 
and   dread  of  offending  the   Great  Majefty  of  heaven  and  the 
whole  earth,  and  thereby  be  a  means  of  preferving  you  from  the 
vices,  vanities,  and  allurements  of  this  world  ;  but  will  alfo  in- 
jamesKi.  17.      fiuence  you   to  feek  after,  and  pray  earneftly  for,  that  wifdom 
which  is  from  above.     Happy  are  the  youth  who  thus  give 
up  their  names  to  ferve  the  living  God  with  full  purpofe  of  heart ! 
How  inexpreffible  are  the  bleffmgs,  which  thofe  who  are  thus 
early  devoted  to  ferve  the  Lord,  bring  upon  themfelves  !     And 
how  do  they  caufe  the  hearts  of  their  parents  and  friends  to  over- 
flow with  joy  and  thankfgiving  to  the  Author  of  all  our  mercies; 
and  the  church  of  God  to  magnify  his  name,  for  the  continuance 
of  his  goodnefs  to  his  people,  from  one  generation  to  another  ! 
Whilft  the  ungodly  and  difobedient,  and  fuch  as,  contrary  to  the 
tender  entreaties  and  admonitions  of  their  parents,  the  counfel  of 
their  friends,  and  the  didates  of  the  Spirit  of  truth  in  their  own 
hearts,  give  the  reins  to  their  unruly  pafTions,  and  indulge  them- 
felves in  rioting,  wantonnefs,  and  excefs,  too  often  wound  their 
parents  with  grief  and  afflidion,  become  themfelves  a  reproach  to 
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their  Chrift'ian  profeffion,  and  render  their  own  lives  fhort  and 
milerable,  attended  with  fiich  refledions  as  thefe  :  "  How  have  I  prov.  v.ii.ij. 
*'  hated  inftrudion,  and  my  heart  defpifed  reproof,  and  have  not 
"  obeyed  the  voice  of  my  teachers,  nor  inclined  mine  ear  to 
**  them  that  inftruded  me  !"  O  that  all  fuch  may  return  unto 
the  Lord,  whilil  the  day  of  his  gracious  vifitation  is  extended 
unto  them,  who  delighteth  not  in  the  death  of  a  finner,  but 
willeth  the  falvation  of  all !      1 751.  P.  E. 

Frequent  and  earneft  have  been  the  advices  of  former  yearly  4 

meetings,  that  all  under  our  name  may  avoid  the  attendance  of  ''•  ^o-  *• 
vain  fports  and  places  of  amufement;  which  divert  the  mind 
from  ferious  refledion,  and  incline  it  to  w^antonnefs  and  vanity. 
Underftanding  that  diverfions  of  this  kind  are  fpreading,  and 
play-houfes  increafing  in  various  places,  we  are  concerned  to 
renew  a  caution  on  this  fubjed  ;  being  clearly  convinced  of  the 
pernicious  effeds  of  thefe  evil  pradices,  the  inventions  of  dege- 
nerate men,  tending  to  ftifle  the  convidions  of  the  divine  witnefs 
in  the  confcience,  and  fet  men  at  eafe  in  a  flate  of  alienation 
from  God.      1785.  P.  E. 

And  beloved  youth.  In  an  efpeclal  manner  guard  againft  the  S 

firft  facrifices  of  duty  to' inclination.  If  ye  curb  inordinate 
defires  in  their  infancy,  your  vidory  over  future  temptations 
will  be  the  more  eafy  ;  and,  through  faith  in  him  that  hath  loved 
us,  and  hath  overcome,  ye  will  in  time  be  more  than  conquerors  : 
but  if  ye  Ihrink  from  the  conflid,  or  refign  the  vidory  to  the 
tempter,  ye  will  be  defpoiled  of  the  armour  defigned  to  preferve 
you  in  future  aflaults ;  and,  it  may  be,  unable  to  refift,  in  your 
further  progrefs  through  life,  temptations  which  in   the   frefh 
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morning   of  your   day    ye   would   have    held   in   abhorrence, 
1795.  P.  E. 

AndviJ.  Cond.   &  Converf.   S.  9. — Dlfcipl.  &c.  8. — Lib.  to  the  Poor  6. — Marriage  I,  4  — 
Parents,  &.c.fafi. — ^Plainnefs  5.  Is"  fa/j. 


FINALLY,  friends,  collededly  and  individually,  farewell ! 
May  all  our  meetings  be  held  with  weight,  as  in  the  immediate 
prefence  of  the  heavenly  Prefident.  May  the  aged  among  us 
be  examples  of  every  Chrillian  virtue  ;  and  evince,  by  the  calm- 
nefs  of  their  evening,  that  their  day  has  been  bleft.  May  the 
middle-aged  not  faint  in  their  allotted  ftations ;  but,  together 
with  their  elder  and  younger  brethren,  firmly  fupport,  yea  exalt, 
the  feveral  teftimonies  which  we  are  called  to  maintain.  And 
O  !  may  the  beloved  youth,  the  tender  objeds  of  our  care,  and 
of  our  hope,  bend  early  and  cheerfully  under  the  forming  power 
of  truth :  that  thus,  each  (landing  in  his  allotment,  the  harmony 
of  the  building  may  be  preferved,  and  we  may  truly  grow  up 
into  a  holy  temple  for  the  Lord.     1799.  P.  E. 

FINIS. 


INDEX. 
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INDEX. 


*  The  Heads  or  Titles  in  the  Book  are  diflinguiflied  in  the  Index,  as  they  occur 
in  alphabetical  order,  by  being  printed  in  larger  capitals  j  and  it  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved  that  from  thefe  Heads  fewer  references  are  here  given,  on  account  of 
thofe  already  inferted  in  the  body  of  the  volume. 


Account  or  List  of  Meetings,  to  be  annually 
printed.  Meet,  for  Siiff".  13. 

Acknowledgments  of  OfFences.     Vid.  Monthly 
Meet.  9.  10.  12. — Marriage  12,  lajl  par.  16,  Iqft 
par.     To  be  recorded,  Difcipl.  Is'c.  1,  2d  par. 
jind  v'ld.  Repentance. 

Administrators,  advifed  not  to  omit  making  an 
inventory  of  the  efFeds  of  the  deceafed,  Wills, 
l^c.  6,  lajl par.  Form  of  bond  recommended  to 
be  offered  by  adminiftrators,  id.  5. 

Advice  to  friends  to  infpedthe  ftate  of  their  affairs 
annually.     V'ld.  ^leries  2,   ^  F. — Trade  1 2. 

Advices  to  be  read  in  quarterly,  monthly,  and 
preparative  meetings,  Shterles  8. 

•  —  to  minirters  and  elders,    ^terles  9.  And 

vid.  id.  5.  ^  VII. 

AFFIRMATION,  P.  i. 

Alehouses,    not  to  be  frequented  unnecefTarily, 
Cotid.  &  Converf.  ^.— Mod.  y  Temp.  2. 
And  vid.  Public-Houses. 

Ambition.  Evil  confequences  of  pride  and  am- 
bition, Mod.  i5j  Temp.  3.  Caution  againft  an  am- 
bitious and  covetous  fpirit,  Covitcufnefs  5. 


Apparel.  Vid.  Cond.  Cff  Converf.  2.  7.  9.— . 
Family-Vif.  2. — Lib.  to  the  Poor  4.  6. — Maflers, 
t^c.  3. — Meet,  for  Siiff".  4. — Mourn.  Hal.  pafs.—' 
Parents yi^c.  I.  10.  I4. — Plainnefs,pafs.—-^eriet 
2,  ^IV.  3.  J^  ///.  5,  ^  V. ^Schools  3. 

APPEALS,  P.  2  to  4. 

Apprentices.  Vid. Rem.  ^  Sett.'],  R.  VIII.-^ 
Parents,  t^c.  3. — ^erles  8,  Adv.  III. — alfo. 
Masters,  Mistresses,  and  Servants. 

ARBITRATION,  P.  5  to  10. 

Friends  refufing  to  fubmit  differences  among 
themfelves  to  arbitration,  to  be  tcfHfied  againft, 
Arhitr.  5,  2d  par.  but  vid.  id.  7.  8.  Method  of 
proceeding  to  be  obferved  in  arbitrations,  id.  9. 
Friends  advifed  to  refer  their  differences  with 
perfons  not  of  the  fociety,  to  arbitration,  rather 
than  to  contend  at  law,  id.  4. 

Arbitrators,  how  to  proceed,  Arhitr.  9.  Confe- 
quence  of  refufal  to  (tand  as  arbitrators,  after  the 
ofhce  has  been  accepted,  id.  5,  ^d  par. 

Armed  Vessels.    Vid.  ^eries    2,    ^   VIII.-^ 
War  4.  6.  7. 

Arms.      Vid.    Militia.    War.    alfo,    Meet,  for 
Stif.  ^.-^^eries  2,  ^  VIII. 
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Assign CES,  exhorted  to  be  diligent  and  punftual. 

Trade  1 1 . 
Awards,  confequence  of  refufal  to  comply  with, 

Arhitr.^,  <^tb  par. 

B 

Bankruptcies.  Vid.  Failures. 

Behaviour.  Fid.  Cond.  i^ Converf.  ^.  6.  9.  10.  11. 
—Majlers,  l^c.  ^.— Meet,  for  Suff.  ^.—Mod.  ^ 
Temp.  1.  2. — Parents,  t^c.  10.  il.  14. — Pla'in- 
nefs  i.g — ^leries  2,  ^  IV.  3,  ^  ///.  5,^ 
V. — Schools  3. 

Bible.     The  families  of  poor  friends  to  be  pro- 
vided with  bibles.  Poor  4, 
And  Vid.  Scriptures. 

Bills.  Advice  againfl  raifing  a  ficftitlous  paper- 
credit,    Trade  6. 

Births, and  Birth-Notes.  Fid.  Prep.  Meet,  i.— 
juries  2,  J^  XV. ^Records  2.  3. 

Bonds.  FuLArbitr.  5,  ijlpar.  8.  9,  Art.  I.  III. — 
alfo,   Administrators. 

BOOKS,  P.  1 1  to  1 4. 

Regulations  refpefting  the  printing  and  diftri- 
buting  of  friends*  books,  Boohs  5  to  10. — Morn. 
Meet,  I.— 'Nat,  St.  I.  The  reading  of  friends' 
writings  recommended.  Books  4.  Advices  on 
the  fubje*ft  of  improper  books,  id.  2.  ^.^^Parents, 
i^i.-.  2.  13.  14.  15. — ^eries  8,  Adv.  F. — Scrip- 
tures 2%  5,  Anonymous  books  refledling  darkly 
on  friends,  teftified  again  ft,  Defam.  l^  Detr. 
5,  lajl par.  Caution  againft  felling  unprofitable 
books,  Boohs  3. 

And  vid.    Poor.     Scriptures. 

Burial -Grounds.  Fid.  Grave-Stones  I.  2.— 
Relies,  2,  ^  XV. — Records  4. — alfot  Decla- 
rations OF  Trust. 

Burials  and  BuRiAL-NoTES.  Vid.  Prep.  Meet. 
I. — ^teries  2,  ^.  XV.^ Retards  2.  S'—alfo, 
Funerals.    JDisowned  Persons. 


Certificates  of  removal.   Vid.  Rem.  cf  Sett,  pa/s. 
—IVcm.  Meet.  6,  Art.  III.  IV. 


Certificates  for  friends  trav.lllng  as  mlnifters. 

Vd.Min.  i3  Eld.  iffc.  4,  lajipar.  is.  20.  30.— 

Series  S,  ^ /• 
of  the  confent  of  parents,   &c.  to 

marriages.    Vid,  Marriage  8,  R.  III.  V. 

granted  in  the  cafe  of  parties   who 


intend- to  marry  belonging  to  different  monthly 
meetings,  Vid.  Marriage  8,  R.  V. — Rem.  Ss"  Sett. 
7,  R.  XIII. 

of  Marriages.   Vid.  Marriage  8,  i?. 


IX. — Records  3. — alfo^  Registers. 

Charities.  Vtd.  Lib,  to  the  Poor  2. — Wills ^  l^c. 
4. — alfo.  Donations.    Legacies. 

Children.  Children  of  difowned  perfons,  to  be 
regiftered  on  application,  Records  2,  laji par,  to 
be  admitted  into  memberfliip  at  the  difcretion  of 
monthly  meetings,  Monthly  Meet,  1 1.  Provifion 
refpeding  children,  of  whom  either  the  father  or 
mother  is  a  member,  Rem.  l^  Sett.  7,  R.  X. 
Special  regulation  with  regard  to  the  offspring  of 
marriages  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  fociety,  ibid. 
And  vid.  Books  2.  3. — Marriage  8,  R.  IF.-— 
Meet,  for  lVor/l.\  /^.-"Parents,  &c.  pafs. — Plain. 
nefs  2.  3.  6. — Poor  I.  3.  4, — ^leries  2,  ^ 
IV,  X.  3,  ^.  ///.  VIII.  5,  ^  V.  8,  Adv. 
III. ^Records  2.— Rem.  £if  Sett.  7,  R.  I.  FII, 
IX.  XI.    g.-— Schools,  pafs.-^Scriptures,  pafs.~— 

mils,  ^c.  2. 

Christ.  Books  tending  to  IcfTen  the  true  faith  ia 
Chrift,  exhorted  againfl,  Books  2.  3. — Parents^ 
^c.  13.  15.  Perfons  holding  falfe  do6trines  con- 
cerning Chrift,  how  to  be  treated,  Difcipl.  CsfV, 
20. 

And  vid.  Meet,  for  IVorJh.  7, — Scriptures  3.6. 
Church-Rate   (fo  called).  Fid.  Family-Vif.  2.-^ 
^mies  2,  ^  VII.  3,  ^  IV. ^Tithes  4.  14,  \fl 
par.  16.  17.  21. 
CIVIL  GOVERNMENT,   P.  1510  19. 

Advices  to  friends  refpeding  their  condud  to- 
wards thofe  in  authority,  Civ.  Gov.  i.  2.  3.  4. 
7.  10.  refpeiffingpubllc  eleftions,  »V.  8.  9.  againfl 
defrauding  the  king  in  any  branch  of  his  reve- 
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nues,  id.  j.  6.  Rule  in  fuch  cafe,  id.  ii.  ^nd       •v'td.  Discipline,  and  Meetings  for  Disci- 
'vld.  ^eries  2,  ^IX.  pline.     Testimonies. 

Clerk  of  the  j^early  meeting,  how  chofen,  2'early    Declarations  of  Trust.    Vii.  Records  4.   5. 


Meet.  11.12. 

Collections,  Colledlions  not  to  be  received  in 
certain  cafes,  Marriage  12,  2d  par. — Tiths  18, 
lajl  par. — Trade  1 1 . 

And  vid.  National  Stock. 

Company,  unprofitable,  to  be  avoided,  Cond.  ^ 
Converf.  8.  12.— Mod.  iff  Temp.  2.'— Parents, 
^c.  i^.'—Touth  I. 

CONDUCT  AND  CONVERSATION,  P.  20 
to  25. 

Constable.  Vid.  Militia  2,  ijlpar. 

CONVINCED  PERSONS,  P.  26,  27. 

To  be  vifited,  Conv.  Perfons  i .  5 . — Worn.  Meet. 
6,  Art.  VI.  Not  to  be  too  haftily  accepted, 
Conv.  Perfons  3,  laj}  par.  5.  Friends  cautioned 
againfl:  being  ftumbling-blocks  to  fuch,  or  to 
ferious  inquirers,  id.  2. — Cond,  ^  Converf.  7. — 
Meet,  for  Worjh.  8.  Provifion  relating  to  fo- 
reigners under  convincement,  i^/'(?f/.ybriS'?v^  12. 

Correspondents,   appointment  of,  by  quarterly 
meetings,  &c.  Meet,  for  Siiff.  3.  4.  5.  6.  7.  8.  9. 
And  vid.   Tearly  Meet.  6. 

COVETOUSNESS,  P.  28,  29. 

Customs,  Duties,  and  Excise.      Friends  cau- 
tioned againfl:  defrauding  the  king  therein,    Civ, 
Gov.  5.6.  Delinquents  how  to  be  treated,  id.  11. 
And  vid.  S^ueries  2,  ^  IX, 

D 

DAYS  and  TIMES,  P.  30  to  37. 

Advice  againft  the  fuperftitious  obfervation 
oft  Days  £if  Times  i .  againfl:  giving  improper 
names  to,  id.  2.  3.  againfl:  obferving  days  ap- 
pointed for  fafh,  Sec.  id.  4.  5. 

Dealing  with  Offenders,  general  advices  re- 
fpefticg,  Defam.  ij  Ddr.  x.-^^eries  8,  Adv. 
VII  I. '^Monthly  Meet.  6.  9.  Mode  of  dealing 
with  offenders  who  remove,  id.  12.  Dealing  by 
women  friends,  Worn,  Meet.  6,  Art,  VII,    And 


How  to  be  drawn,  v/hen  the  property  belongs 
to  meetings,  id.  6, 

DEFAMATION  AND  DETRACTION,  P.  38 
to  41. 

Mode  of  proceeding  againft  perfons  charged 
with,  Defam.  &  Detr.  ^,  2d  par.  Anonympus 
defamatory  books,  &:c.  teftifled  againfl,  id.  5,  lafi 
par.  Defamation  net  lubjedt  to  be  arbitrated,  until 
fome  damage  be  proved,  Arlltr.  9.  lajl  par. 

Delincvuents,  or  Offenders.  Fid.  Dealing 
with  Offenders. 

Denied  Persons.    Vid,  Disov/ned  Persons, 

Differences.  Vid,  Covetoufnefs  2. — Love  $5' 
Unity  2. — pieties  2,  ^  Ill.—^alfo.^  Appeals. 
Arbitration. 

DISCIPLINE,  AND  MEETINGS  for  DISCI- 
PLINE, P.  42  to  51. 

Difcipline  to  be  conducted  in  meeknefs,  with- 
out ftrife  and  contention,  Difcipl.  i^c.  7.12.  The 
fervice  therein  of  young  perfons  properly  quali- 
fied, to  be  encouraged,  id.  8.  The  due  conduil- 
ing  of  it  urged  from  the  confideration  of  having, 
as  ftewardsj  an  account  to  render,  id.  17.  The 
management  thereof  not- to  be  committed  to  fuch 
as  allow  undue  liberties  in  tlieir  children  or  fa- 
milies, id.  ig. 

Disowned  Persons,  how  to  apply  for  reinflate- 
ment,  after  removal.  Monthly  Meet.  10.  12,  lajl 
par.  And  vid.  Worn.  Meet.  6,  Art.  VI.  No  meet- 
ings to  be  appointed  or  held  at  the  funerals  of 
difowned  perfons.  Meet,  for  Worjb.  16. 

Children  of.  FiW.  Children. 

Disunity,  Teflimonies  of.    Vid.  Testj monies. 

Diversions,  and  Places  of  Diversion.  Vid, 
Cond.  'd'  Converf.  i^.—Mod.  (ff  Temp.  2.— Pa- 
rents, ISc.  10.  14. — Plainnefs  6,  jjl  par.  9.— 
Series  2,  ^  VI.   3,  ^  V.-^Touth  I.  4. 

Doctrine.  Vid.  M'.n.  IS  Eld.  \£c.  3.  44,  \fl par, 
1 7,  lajl  par. — Scriptures  3.  4,  ly?  par.  6.    Perfons 
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holding  certain  falfe  doflrines,  how  to  be  treated, 

Dijcipl.  l£c.  20. 
And  vid.  Faith. 
Donations.    Fid.  Lib.  to  the  Poor  2. — ^eries  2, 

^  XF.— Records  4.  5.— /F7//j,  l^c.  4. 
Dress.  Fid.  Apparel. 
Drinking,  excefs  in,  advifed  again  ft,  Cond.  i^  Con- 

verf.  6.  7. — Mod.  Sif  Temp.    I.    2.      And  vid. 

Series  2,  ^  FL   3,  ^  F. 
Dying -Sayings.     Fid,  Family- Fif.  5. — Monthly 

Meet.  13,  \/lpar.  14. 


Education.  Fid.  Parents,  Guardians,  and 
Education. 

Elders.  Appointment  of  elders,  Min.  IS  Eld. 
iSc.  21.  22.  23. — Monthly  Meet.  3,  zdpar.  Age 
or  wealth  not  to  be  an  inducement  to  the  choice, 
Difcipl.  ^c.  18.  DifmifTal  of  elders,  Min.  ^ 
Eld.  I3c%  23.  25.  Elders  removing,  id.  24.  El- 
ders appearing  as  minifters,  id.  26.  Elders  in 
London,  Morn.  Meet.  ^.■^Meet.for  Suff.  6. 

And  vid.  Conv.  Perjons  3,  \Jl  par. — Difcipl. 
l^c.  15. — Marriage  16,  \Jl  par. — Min.  IS  Eld. 
ISc.  4,  30?  &  ^th par.  5.  8.  10.  II.  12.  16.  28. — 
Monthly  Meet.  4. —  Mourn.  Hah.  3. —  ^eries  5. 
-y.  ^. — Scriptures  3. — aljoy  Meetings  of  Mi- 
nisters AND  Elders. 

Elections,  friends  not  to  be  agents  or  managers 
in,  Civ.  Gov.  8.  Advice  on  the  fubjed  of  con- 
tefted  eleftions,  id.  9. 

Epistles.    Written  epiftles,  and  minutes,  from  the 
yearly  meeting,  to  be  entered  in  fair  books  by  the 
quarterly  and  monthly  meetings,  and  the  printed 
epiftles  properly  kept,  ^art.  Meet.  i. 
And  vid.  Meet,  for  Suf.  8. 

Executors,  advifed  not  to  omit  making  an  inven- 
tory of  the  effeds  of  teftators,  Wills,  ISc.  6,  lajlpar. 
Not  to  be  urged  to  refer  matters,  when  the  pro- 
perty is  not  their  own,  to  arbitration,  Arhitr.  8. 
'  Teftimofiy  againft  paying  tithes  on  account  of 
teftators,  they  being  friends,  Tithel  1 1  • 
And  vid.  Wills t  ^c.  3.4. 


Failures,  Such  as  fail  in  paying  their  juft  debts, 
to  be  dealt  wrlth,  Trade  9,  laji  par.  11.  not  to- 
aft  in  meetings  for  difcipline  until  fatlsfaftion  be 
made  to  the  monthly  meeting,  id.  10.  CoUeftions 
&c.  not  to  be  received  of  perfons  who  have  failed, 
though  legally  difcharged  by  their  creditors,  until 
payment  of  the  deficiency,  id.  1 1.  Such  payment 
earneftly  recommended,  when  pradticable,  id.  4,5;. 
And  vid.  Mod.  iS  Temp,  3. — alfo^  Insolvent 
Persons. 

Faith.  Friends  of  Ireland  excufedfrom  attending 
appeals  to  the  yearly  meeting,  except  in  matters 
of  faith  and  principle,  Appeals  8.  Books  tend- 
ing to  decry  and  lefTen  the  true  faith,  advifed 
againft,  Books  2.  3. — Parents,  ^c.  13.  15.  Ex- 
hortation to  hold  faft  the  profellion  of  faith  in 
Chrift,  Meet,  for  Worjh.  7. 

And  vid.      Scriptures  3.  4.   5.  6. Difcipl. 

tSc.  20. 

FAMILY-VISITS,  P.  52,  53. 

Fashions.  Fid.  Cond.  y  Converf.  1.  2.  ri.— . 
Parents,  ISc  1.2.  14. — Plainnefsy  pafs. 

Fasts.      Fid.  Days  IS  Times  4.  5. 

Funerals.  Fid.  Mourn.  Hab.  2.  3. — alfo,  Buri- 
als, &c.    Disowned  Persons. 

Furniture.  Fid.  Cond.  Sff  Converf.  y.—Lii.  to 
the  Poor  6. — Plainnefs  2,— Queries  8,  Adv.  I. 


GAMING,  P.  54. 

Government.    Fid.  Civil  Government. 

GRAVE-STONES,  P.  55. 

Guardians.  Such  as  confent  to  or  encourage  mar- 
riages contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  fociety,  to  be 
dealt  with,  Marriage  i  3.  The  appointment  of 
guardians  recommended.  Wills,  iSc  2. 

And  vid.  Parents,  Guardians,  and  Edu- 
cation. 

H 

Half-Yearly  Meetings.  Fid.  ^art.Meet.  3, 
^Mln.lSEld.  ISc.  28,  lajlpar. 


[      227      1 


HuNTiKG  and  fliooting,  for  diverfion.    Fid.  Cond. 
y  Convnf.  13. 

I  J 

Illuminations.  Vid.  Days  &  Times  4.  5. — 
Suf  7. 

Impostors  pretending  to  the  miniftry,  to  be  dlf- 
couraged,   Mln.^E/d.  ^c.  15. 

Infidelity,  books  promoting,  exhorted  againfl, 
Books  2.— 'Parents,  ^c.  13.  15. — Scriptures  5. 

Insolvent  Persons.  Fid.  Rem.  i^  Sett.  4.  7, 
R,  I.  II.  XI. — alfo.  Failures. 

Intemperance,  advifed  againft,  Cond,  l^  Converf. 
6. — Mod.  (S?  Temp,  2.  And  vid.  ^eries  2,  ^. 
VI.  3,  ^  V, 

Ireland,  friends  of,  excufedfrom  attending  appeals 
to  the  yearly  meeting,  except  in  matters  of  faith 
?ind  principle.  Appeals  8.  Minifters  who  vifit 
Ireland,  of  what  meetings  to  have  the  confent, 
Mi«.  y  Eld,  ^c.  20,  lajl par.  Reprefentatives 
from  thence  conftitute  a  part  of  the  yearly  meet- 
ing, Tearly  Meet.  6.  The  fame  with  regard  to 
the  yearly  meeting  of  minifters  and  elders,  Min, 
y  Eld,  l^c,  27,  ^h  par. 
Justice  in  dealing.  Vid.  Cond,  iff  Converf.  i.  7. 
— Covetoufnefs  2.-^ Family -Vif,  2,'^^ueries  2,  ^. 
F.  3,  ^  Fl.—alfo,  Trade. 


Language,  or  Speech.     Vid.  Cond.  ^  Converf. 

1.  7.9. — Days  iff  Times  2.  3. — Family- Vif.  2. — 
Majers,  iffc,  i.— Meet. for  Suff.  /^.—Parents,  iffc. 

2.  10.  14. — Plainnefs,  pafs. — ^eries  2,  J^  IV. 

3.  ^III,   5,  ^.  v.— Schools  3.  4. 
Languages,  modern.     Vid.  Parents,  iffc.  8. 
Law.     Friends  not  to  fue   one    another  at  lav/, 

Arhitr.  3.  5,  laflpar.  6.  but  vid.  id.  7.8.  advifed 
to  refer  their  differences  with  perfons  not  of  the 
fociety,  to  arbitration,  rather  than  to  contend  at 
law,  id.  4, 

And  vid.  id.  9,  Art.  VI. — Stif,  1.2. 
Learning*     Vid.  Parents,  ijfc.  8.  12,  ifl par. — 


Poor  ^.'^Schools  2. 
Legacies.     Vid,  Lib.  to  the  Poor  i.'—^ieries  2, 

^  XV.^  Records    4.   5.  —  Trade   11.  —  Wills, 

iffc.^. 
Letters  of  Marque.  Vid.  ^erics  2,  ^  VIII. 

—War  5. 
LIBERALITY  to  the  POOR,  P.  56  to  58. 

And  vid.  Poor. 
Loans  to  government.     Vid.  War  7. 
Lotteries.     Vid.  Queries  S,  Adv.  VII. 
LOVE  AND  UNITY,   P.  59  to  61. 

M 

MARRIAGE,   P.  62  to  72. 

Divers  advices  relating  to.  Marriage  i  to  6. 
Marriage  contrads  not  to  be  broken,  id,  2. 
9,  2d  par.  Rules  for  proceeding  in  relation 
to  marriage,  id.  8.  Method  of  regiftering  mar- 
riages, Records  2.  The  proceedings  of  fuch  as 
make  application  on  account  of  marriage,  not 
to  be  objeded  to  becaufe  of  offences  unnoticed  by 
monthly  meetings.  Monthly  Meet,  6,  lajl  par. 
Rules  againft  marrying  with  perfons  near  of  kin, 
Marriage  9,  \Jl  par.  10.  refpeding  fuch  as  marry 
in  a  manner  contrary  to  the  eftablifhed  rules  of 
the  fociety,  id.  11.  12.  15.  Iff  vid.  id.  16. 
Perfons  taking  each  other  in  marriage  in  a  meet- 
ing for  worlliip,  without  confent  of  their  monthly 
meeting,  to  be  difowned,  id.  14.  Parents  or 
guardians  confenting  to  or  encouraging  marriages 
contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  fociety,  to  be  dealt 
with,  id.  13.  Coftly  entertainments  at  marriages 
advifed  againft,  id.  7. 

MASTERS,   MISTRESSES,   and  SER- 
VANTS, P.  73' 74- 

MEETING  for  SUFFERINGS,  P.  75  to  79. 
How  conftituted,  Meet,  for  Suff.  3.  To  be 
confulted  by  friends  under  fufferings,  Suff.  4.— 
Meet,  for  Suff.  lO.  To  be  informed  of  intended 
applications  to  parliament  Hkely  to  affecft  friends, 
id.  II.  To  take  care  refpeding  the  printing  and 
diftributing  of  friends*  books,  Booh  6.  8.  lO.— 
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Morn.  Meet.  i.  To  print  liil  of  meetings  annually, 
Meet,  for  Suff.  13.     To  have  the  management  of 
the  national  ftock,  and  appoint  truftees,  Nat.  St. 
2.  4.     To  receive  and  judge  of  applications  from 
perfons  refiding  in  foreign  parts,  who  may  appear 
to  be  under  convincement,  Mvit.  for  Suff.  1 2. 
Its  members  are  members  of  the  yearly  meeting, 
Yearly  Meet.  6. 
MEETINGS  FOR  WORSHIP,  P.  So  to  86. 
Not  to  be  ended  too  foon,  or  unbecomingly, 
Miet.forWorJl).  12.     Condudt  after,  id.  13.14. 
Attendance  of  thofe  on  week-days,  id.  3.  4.  13. — 
Majlers,  ISjc.  2.      Members   of  the  fociety  who 
abfent  thenifelves  from  the  religious  meetings  of 
friends,  to  be  dealt  with.  Meet,  for  JVorJJ:.  15. 
Meetings  not  to   be  appointed  or  held,    when 
perfons  difowned  are  interred  in  friends'  burial- 
grounds,  id.  16. 
Meetings  of  Ministers  and  Elders.     Their 
appointment  and  bufinefs,  Min.  zff  Eld.  iffc.  27. 
Have  no  power  to  difown  any  minifter,  or  other 
perfon,  id.  28,  lofl par. 

And  vid,  id.  16.  20,  i/l  par.  21.  26.  28,  \fl 
y  2d  par.  29.  30. — Monthly  Meet.  4. — ^lerles 
5.    9.  —  Tearly  Meet.  2.  8. — alfoy    Morning 

MEETINGr 

Meeting-Houses.  Meeting-houfes  not  to  be  lent, 
Meet,  for  Worjh.  17. 

And  ind.  ^teries  2,  ^  XV. "-Records  I.  4. 
— alfo.  Declarations  of  Trust. 

MILITIA,  P.  87,  88. 
And  vid.  War. 

Ministers.  Young  miniflers,  when  approved,  to 
be  reported  to  their  monthly  or  quarterly  meet- 
ings, Min.  If^  Eld.  l^c.  16.  Minifters  to  be  trou- 
bled as  little  as  may  be  with  being  arbitrators, 
Arbitr.  5,  /^th  par.  To  avoid  entangling  theni- 
felves with  the  affairs  of  this  life,  Min.  ilf  Eld,  l5c. 
4,  ijl  par.  To  be  cautious  of  giving  ear  to  or 
fpreading  reports  to  the  difadvantage  of  any,  id, 
4,  lafl par.  And  vid.  id.  9.  Minifters  who  travel, 
to  be  fuch  as  are  well  approved  by  their  own 
monthly  or  quarterly  meetings,  id.  14,  ifl  par. 


Certificates  to  be  called  for,  id.  i  ^.  Impofers  not 
to  be  joined  with,  id.  7,  ijlpar.  Miniflers  under 
a  concern  to  vifit  Ireland,  of  what  meetings  to 
have  the  confent,  id.  20,  hjl par.  Thofe  who  are 
concerned  to  vifit  foreign  parts,  where  to  propole 
their  concern,  id.  20,  \fl  par.  Their  pafTage  to 
be  paid  for  out  of  the  national  flock,  Nat.  Si.  i. 
Some  other  expenfes  attending  vifits  of  minifler- 
ing  friends,  to  be  defrayed  out  of  that  ftock,  id. 
5.  6.  7.  All  public  oppofition  to  minifters  who 
are  not  difowned  as  fuch,  to  be  avoided,  Min. 
l^  Eld.^c.  17,  iftpar.  2.  None  to  impofe  them- 
felves  as  preachers,  who  are  not  faithful  in  ob- 
ferving  the  feveral  branches  of  friends'  teflimony, 
id.  7,  lafl  par.  Mode  of  dealing  with  fuch  as 
give  caufe  of  difTatisfaftion,  id.  14,  lafl  par.  17, 
lafl  par.  18.  ReadmifTion  of  fuch  as  may  have 
been  difowned,  id.  19.  Men  friends  who  are 
minifters,  are  members  of  the  yearly  meeting,  and 
of  the  meeting  for  fufferings,  Tearly  Meet.  6.— 
Meet,  for  Suf.  3.  Teftimonies,  &c.  concerning 
deceafed  minifters,  Monthly  Meet.  13. 

And  vid,  Conv.  Perfons  3,  ifl  par. — Min.  ^ 
Eld,  iff  c.  1.  3.  4.  5.  6.  7,  2d  par,  8.  II.  12.  26. 
28. — Morn.  M:et.  2. — Mourn.  Hah.  3. — ^teries 
5.  g.—Rem.  ^  Sett.  i.  7,  7?.  XIF.—alfo,  Meet- 
ings OF  Ministers  and  Elders. 
MINISTERS   and  ELDERS,  and  their 

MEETINGS,    P.  89  to  104. 
Minutes  of  the  yearly  meeting,  how  to  be  revifed, 
Tearly  Meet.  13. 
And.  vid.  Epistles. 
MODERATION  and  TEMPERANCE,   P. 

105  to  107. 
MONTHLY  MEETINGS,  P.  108  to  114. 

No  monthly  meeting  allowed  to  divide  itfelf 
into  two  feparate  monthly  meetings,  without  the 
confent  of  the  quarterly  meeting.  Monthly  Meet.  i. 
Small  monthly  meetings  recommended  to  join 
fome  neighbouring  ones,  id,  3,  ifl  par.  Rules 
and  advices  relative  to  dealing  with  and  difowning 
delinquents,  id.  6.  7.  8.  9.  12. —  IVom.  Meet.  6, 
Art,  VII.     Recommendation  of  young  minifters 
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to  the  meetings  of  minlflers  and  elders,  M'm.  & 
Eld.  l^c.  16.  22,  towards  the  end.  Monthly 
meetings  how  to  aft  in  the  appointment  of  elders, 
id.  2  2.  23.  To  appoint  overfeers,  Monthly  M;et. 
2.  3,  2d  par.  5. — r/om.  Meet.  6,  jlrt.  V.  To  ap- 
point friends  to  vifit  families,  Family-V'if.  2.  4. 
Are  not  to  confider  as  intruders,  friends  who  are 
drawn  to  fit  with  them,  Difcipl.  ^c.  16.  Their 
judgment  may  be  appealed  againft.  Appeals  r. 
A  monthly  meeting  refufing  to  comply  with  the 
judgment  of  its  quarterly  meeting,  mull  appeal  to 
the  yearly  meeting,  or  may  be  dlfTolved  by  the 
quarterly  meeting,  ^tart.  Meet.  2.  Monthly 
meetmgs  to  encourage  the  fetting  up  of  fchools. 
Schools  4.  To  depute  proper  perfons  to  be  con- 
fulted  by  creditors  in  certain  cafes,  Arhitr.  7. 

Monthly  Meetings  of  Women  Friends. 
Vid.  Women's  Meetings. 

MtJNTHS.    Vii.  Days  (S?  Times  2.  $. -—Records  3. 

MORNING  MEETING,    P.  115. 

Mothers,  exhorted  to  inftruifl  their  children  in 
the  knowledge  of  religion,  and  the  fcriptures, 
Parents i  Cffr.  7,  ijl  par. 

MOURNING  HABITS,  P.  116. 

N 

NATIONAL  STOCK,  P.  117  to  119. 

Its  purpofes,  Nat.  St.  i.  ^.  6.  7.  How  to  be 
raifed,  i^.  3.  Management  of, /J.  2.  4.  Account 
of,  how  to  be  audited.  Yearly  Meet.  14. 

Negroes.  Vid,  Slave-Trade  and  Slavery. 

O 

OATHS,  P.  120. 

Offenders.  Vid.  Dealing  with  Offenders. 

Overseers.     Appointment  of  overfeers.  Monthly 

Meet.  2.  3,  zd par.  5. — Worn.  Meet.  6,  Art.  V. 
And  vid.    Marriage    1 6,   ifi  par. —  Meet,  for 

Suf.  e.—Mm.  &  Eld.  l^c.   10.— Monthly  Meet, 

4. — Mourn.  Hah,  3. — Prep.  Meet.  I,  lajl par. — 

Series  z,  ^  XIV.  3,  J^  /X     7. 
Overseers    of    the   Poor,    in  pariflies,    Vid. 

Militia  2,  \Ji  par. 


Pamphlets  and  Papers.     No  anonymous  defa- 
matory ones  to  be  publifhed,   or  handed  about>- 
Defam.  £3*  Delr.  5,  lajl  par. 
And  vid.    Books. 

PARENTS,  GUARDIANS,   and   EDUCA- 
TION,   P.  121  to  129. 

General  advices  on  the  fubjeft  of  education, 
Parentsy  ^c.  I.  5.  6.  Iffc.  Advice  about  pro- 
viding fuitable  fchool-mafters  and  miftrefTes,  id,  2. 
Advices  relative  to  putting  children  apprentices, 
and  bringing  them  up  in  ufeful  and  neceflary  em- 
ployments, id.  3.  4. — Poor  3.  And  vid.  ^sries 
8,  Adv.  III.— Rem.  ^  Sett.  9.  Parents  and 
guardians  to  be  ftirred  up  to  their  duty  by  month- 
ly meetings.  Parents,  ^c.  7,  lajl  par. — Scriptures 
6.  Such  as  confent  to  or  encourage  marriages 
contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  fociety,  to  be  dealt 
with,  M.irriage  1 3.  Education  of  poor  friends' 
children.  Poor  i.  3. — ^eries  2,  ^  X.  3,  ^ 
V III.— Schools  I.  5. 

Parliament.  Vd.  Meet,  for  Suf.  w.—alfo^ 
Elections. 

PLAINNESS,   P.  130  to  13;. 

Play-Houses.    Vid.  Diversions,  &c. 

Plays,  Romances,  &c.  cautions  againlt..  Boohs 
3. — Parents,  l^c.  14. — Scriptures  2, 

POOR,   P.  136,  137. 

Poor  friends  to  be  maintained  by  the  fociety, 
Poor  1.  2. — IVcm.  Meet.  6,  Art.  I.  Not  to  be 
refufed  relief  on  account  of  offences  unnoticed 
by  monthly  meetings,  Monthly  Meet.  6,  lajl  par. 
To  be  provided  with  bibles  and  friends'  books. 
Poor  4.  Education  of  their  children,  Id.  i.  y. 
—^eries  2,  ^  X.  3,  ^  Vlll.^Schools  1.5. 
And  vid.  Liberality  to  the  Poor. 

Poor's  Rate.  Caution  againft  allowing  it  to 
be  mixed  with  the  church-rate  fo  called.  Tithes 
16. 

PREPARATIVE  MEETINGS,  P.  138,  139, 

Pride,  exhorted  againft,  Cond.  £5*  Converf.  9.— 
Covetoufnefs  3.  4. — Lib,  to  the  Poor  5. — Majlers., 
iSfc.  2. — Mod.  <:f  Tanp,  3. — Flainnefs  i.  2.  5,  7, 
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Priests'  Demands.   Fid,  Famtly-Vif.  z.—^^eries 

2,  ^  FII.    3,  ^  IV.— Tithes  z\.  l^ pafs. 
Principle  of    Light  and  Truth,    the   good 

effefts  produced  by  a  regard  to,  Cond,  £ff  Converf. 

9. — Conv.  Perfons  4, 
Prisoners.    Fid.    ^eries  2,  ^  XII. — Sujf.   3, 

lojl  par. 
Privateers.  Vid.  ^eries  2,  ^  /^///. — War  5. 
!Prize-Goods.    F/ii.  ^levies  1^  ^^VIII. 
Propositions   to  the  yearly  meeting.  Vid.  Yearly 

Meet.  \6.—Rem.i£  Sett.  8. 
Public-Houses.  Vid.  Mod. ^  Temp.  4. — ^leries 

2,  ^VI.—'a!/o,  Alehouses.    Taverns. 

<^ 

QUARTERLY  MEETINGS,  P.  140,  141.' 
To  infpedl  the  ftate  of  their  monthly  meetings, 
and  when  weaknefs  and  remiiTnefs  appear,  to  ap- 
point committees  to  affift  them,  Tithes  20.  And  vid. 
^eries  4.  Not  to  confider  as  intruders,  friends 
who  are  drawn  to  vifit  them,  Difcipl.  Sffc.  16. 
To  appoint  reprefentatives  to  the  yearly  meet- 
ing, Tearly  M;ct.  6.  7.  To  appoint  correfpon- 
dents.  Meet,  for  SuJ".  3.  4.  6.  7.  9.  To  fee 
that  the  correfpondents  only  be  written  to  about 
fufFerings,  id,  10.  The  judgment  of  quarterly 
meetings  may  be  appealed  againft.  Appeals  i,  zd 
par. — ^art.  Meet.  2. 

Quarterly  Meetings  of  Women  Friends. 
Vid.  Women's  Meetings. 

of  Ministers   and 

Elders.      Vid,    Meetings    of    Ministers 
AND  Elders. 

QUERIES,  P.  142  to  151. 

R 

Recommendati6ns.  Vid.  Certificates. 

RECORDS,  P.  152  to  159. 

Registers  of  Marriages.    Vid.  Marriage  8,  R.  VI. 

— Records  2. 

of  Births  and  Burials.  Vid.  Records  2. 

Reinstatement    of  difowned   perfons.     Vid. 

Disowned  Persons. 


REMOVALS  and  SETTLEMENTS,  P. 

160  to  168. 

Repentance  of  diforderly  walkers,  to  be  re-^ 
corded,  Difcipl.  i^c.  i,  2d  par.  None  after  re- 
pentance to  be  reproached  with  their  tranfgref- 
fion,  id.  1,  ^d  par. 

And  vid.    Acknowledgments. 

Representatives  to  the  yearly  meeting.  Vid. 
Yearly  Meet.  6  to  10. 

to  tlie  yearly  meeting  of  wo- 
men friends.  Vid.  Wojn.  Meet.  5. 

to  the  yearly  meeting  of  ml- 

nifters  and  elders.     Vid.  Min.  ^  Eld.  i^c.  27, 
2d,  ^fh,  ^  6th  par. — Yearly  Meet.  8. 

Revenues.   Vid.  Customs,  &c. 

Riches.  Vid.  Covetoufnefs  l.  4.  5.  6.^— Lib.  to  the 
Poor,  pafs.— 'Marriage  ^.-^Parents,  ^c.  13.— 
Poor  I.  3. — ^leries  8,  Adv.  II. — Trade  7.  13. 

Run-Goods.    -Vid.  Customs,  Sic, 


Salutations.     Unbecoming  geftures  by  way  of 
falutation,    to  be  avoided,    Cond,  Isf  Converf.  5. 
And  vid,  id,  II.'— alfo.  Behaviour, 

School-Masters,  Tutors,  l^c.  Vid.  Parents^ 
l^c.  2. — Schools  I.  2.  4.  Advices  to,  Parents , 
Iffc.  5.  6.  10.  II.  13. — Schools  3. — Scriptures  5, 
And  vid.  ^icries  2,  ^,  IV.  3,  ^.  ///. 

SCHOOLS,  P.  169  to  171. 

SCRIPTURES,  P.  172  to  175. 

To  be  frequently  read,  and  early  and  diligently 
taught  to  children.  Scriptures  1.  2.  4.  5. — Parents, 
l3c.  10.  12.  14. — ^eries  2,  ^IV.  ^,^111. 
"—Schools  3.  The  external  means  of  conveying  an 
account  of  the  coming  of  Chrift,  Scriptures  3.  6. 
Minifters  advifed  to  keep  to  fcripture  terms,  Mln. 
iff  Hid.  i^c.  3.  And  vid.  ^eries  9,  Adv.  II. 
Books  tending  to  create  doubts  concerning  the 
truth  of  the  fcriptures,  exhorted  againft,  Books  2. 
Mothers  of  children  advifed  to  inftrud  them  in 
the  fcriptures.  Parents,  Cffc.  7,  ifi  par.  Bibles 
to  be  provided  for  poor  friends*  families  by 
monthly  meetings,  Poor  4, 
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Securities.  Caution  about  entering  Into  joint 
fecurities  with  others,   Trade  6. 

Servants.  Fid.  Rem.  iff  Sett.  7,  R.  IV  to  VII.-^ 
alfof  Masters,  Mistresses,  and  Servants. 

Ships.  Vid.  Armed  Vessels.  Letters-  of 
Marc^ue.    Privateers. 

Shooting  and  himting,  for  diverfion.  Vid.  Cbnd. 
y  Converf.  13. 

Sick.  The  fick  to  be  vifited,  Famtly-V'tf.  5. 
Charitable  affiftance  to  the  poor  in  times  of  ficknefs 
recommended.  Lib.  to  the  Poor  3. 

Simplicity.  Vid.  Mod.^  Temp.  3. — Parents,  i^c. 
15. — alfo,  Plainness. 

SLAVE-TRADE  and- SLAVERY,  P.  176  to 
180. 

If  any  member  of  the  fociety  be  concerned  in 
the  (lave-trade,  fuch  perfon  to  be  dealt  with,  and 
not  deCfting  therefrom,  to  be  difowned,  S/ave-Tr. 
Cfff.  3.  Exhortations  againfl:  giving  any  en- 
couragement to  this  traffic,  id.  4.  9. 

Speech.  Vid.  Language. 

Spirituous  Liquors.  The  too  frequent  ufe  of 
them  advifed  againft.  Mod.  isf  Temp.  2. 

Stocks,  Public,  illegal  dealings  in.   Vid.  Gaming. 

SUFFERINGS,  P.  181  to  183. 

Condu<5l  under  fufFerings,  Militia  2,  tA par. 
—Stiff.i.z.^.^Tithes^,  ig.lajlpar.  An  an- 
nual appointment  to  be  made,  to  colle(5t  accounts 
of  fufFerings,  and  to  inquire  whether  fuch  as 
bring  none  in,  ftand  clear  in  their  teftimony. 
Tithes  \  9,  \Jl  par.  2 1 .  Recording  fufFerings, 
^teries  2,  ^  XV.  —-Suf.  3.  6.  y,  — Tithes  9, 
ijl par.  10.  13.  14,  ijl par.  Friends  advifed  to 
guard  againft  paying  certain  mixed  rates,  Militia 
2,  \Jl  par. — Tithes  1 6.  to  decline  receiving  the 
overplus  of  diftraints  in  a  different  fpecies,  id.  17, 
And  vid.  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 
Tithes. 

Swearing.  Vid.  Oaths. 


Tale-bearing.  Vid.  Defam.  ^  Detr,  i,  2.  6. — 
Series  2,  ^  ///.    3,  ^  //, 


Taverns,  not  to  be  frequented  unnecefTarily,  Cond. 
&  Converf.  3. — Mod.  iS  Temp.  2. — ^eries  «, 

And  vid.  Public-Houses. 
Temperance.    Vid.  Moderation  and  Tempe- 
rance. 

Testimonies  of  denial  or  difunlty.  Such  tefti- 
monies  may  be  iffued,  though  the  offenders 
cannot  be  found,  Monthly  Meet.  7.  but  in  all 
cafes  where  accefs  can  be  had  to  the  party,  a 
copy  of  the  teftimony  is  to  be  delivered  to  fuch 
perfon,  id.  8.  Teftimonies  of  denial  not  to  be 
read  at  the  clofe  of  meetings  for  worfhip,  ibid. 
Are  to  be  recorded,  Difcipl.  l^c.  i,  2d  par. 
,  And -vid.  Monthly  Meet.  12,  ^d  par. — IVom, 
Meet.  6,  Art.  VII. 

' ' concerning  deceafed  rainiflers.     Vid^ 

Monthly  Meet.  13. 

TITHES,  P.  18410  194. 

General  exhortations  to  faithfulnefs.  Tithes  2 
to  7.  Againft  paying  or  receiving  impropriate 
tithes,  id.  14,  laflpar.  18.  Advices  againft  con- 
nivance or  collufion,  id.  6,  towards  the  end.  9, 
lajlpar.  13.  14,  \Jl par.  15.  The  ancient  tefti- 
mony of  friends  againft  tithes,  to  be  punftually 
upheld,  and  the  unfaithful  dealt  with,  id.  i. 
The  unfaithful,  after  due  admonition,  not  to  be 
admitted  into  meetings  for  bufinefs,  or  to  colledt, 
and  fuch  as  perfift,  to  be  further  dealt  with,  id, 
1%,  lajlpar.  22.  None  to  Impofe  therafelves  as 
preachers,  who  are  not  faithful  againft  the  pay- 
ment of  tithes,  Mln.  ^  Eld.  ^c.  7,  lajlpar. 
And  vid.  Sufferings, 

Title-Deeds.  Fid.  ^eries  2,  ^  XV. — Records 
4.  5'. — alfo,  Declarations  of  Trust. 

TRADE,  P.  195:  to  200. 

General  advices  to  thofe  concerned  in,  Trade 
1.2.  3.  Advice  againft  raifing  a  fidHtious 
paper- credit,  id.  6.  Such  as  fail  in  paying 
their  juft  debts,  to  be  dealt  with,  and  how,  id.  9, 
lajlpar.  il.  Andvid.  id.  10. /[.  ^.  Modera- 
tion in  trade,  &c.  recommended,  Cond.  ^  Con- 
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■w/.  '^.—Covdcufnefs  1.  4.  ^^—Mod.  ^  Temp, 
^.—^eries  8,  Mv.  II.— Trade  7.  13. 

Jndv'td.  Slave-Tr.  ^c.  1.  2.  3.  4-  7-  9'—'^^^^ 
3.  6.  7. 
Trustees,  not  to  be  urged  to  refer  matters, 
when  the  property  Is  not  their  own,  to  arbitra- 
tion, Jrbitr.  8.  Exhorted  to  a  faithful  difcharge 
of  their  trufts,  Trade  ii.—WiUs,  iSc.  4. 

Jnd  -vid.  mils,  ^c.  Z.-^alfo^  Declarations 
OF  Trust. 

W 

WAR,  P.  201  to  204. 

Exhortation  to  maintain  the  teflimony  agalnfl 
bearing  arms  or  fighting,  flriftly  and  carefully, 
JVar  I.  not  to  feek  or  accept  profit  by  ^y 
-concern  in  warlike  preparations,  Id.  3.  Any 
members  of  the  fociety  who  may  be  concerned 
in  privateers,  letters  of  marque,  or  armed  veflels, 
cr  in  fabricating  or  felling  inftruments  of  war, 
to' be  dealt-with,  id.  5.  6.  7. 
And  vid.  Mil  ITU. 


WILLS,    EXECUTORS,    and   ADMI- 
NISTRATORS,  P.  205  to  207. 

Recommendation  to  make  wills  in  time  of 
health,  ^eries  8,  Adv.  VI. —  Wills,  l^c.  1.6, 
\Jl  par.  to  employ  (kilful  perfons  in  drawing  the 
fame,  id.  6,  lajl  par.  and  to  appoint  guardians  to 
children,  id.  2.  Advices  to  executors,  &c.  id, 
4.  5.  6,  lajl  par. 

WOMEN'S  MEETINGS,  P.  208  to  211. 


YEARLY  MEETING,  P.  212  to  216. 

Its    inftitution.   Yearly  Med,  i.  members,  id. 

6.     Time  of  holding  it,  id.  2.     Manner  of  con- 

dufling  the  bufinefs  in  feveral  particulars,  id.  1 1. 

12.  13.  14. — Appeals  2.  3.  5.  IC.  4. — Meet,  for 

Suff.  5.  g.       And  vid.  Epistles. 
Yearly  Meeting   of   Women  Friends.  Fid. 

Worn.  Meet.  4.  5. 
OF  Ministers  and  Elders. 

Vid.  Meetings  of  Ministers  and  Elders. 
YOUTH,  P.  217  to  220. 


CORRIGENDA. 

P.  18.  /.  8.       For  enfnared   read  jnfnared. 

S2.  margin.  After    Mod.  &  Temp,    infert  fafi. 
96.  margin.  For  Tim.  v.  22.    read    I  Tim.  v.  22. 

6.   /.   8.  Omit  that. 

35,  /.  13.  For    were    read   was. 

^o,  I.  7.  For  inducements   read  an  inducement. 

I.  14.  Far    fuch    rtad    thcJ'e. 
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